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Statement Recognizing South Sudan as an Independent and Sovereign State

July 9, 2011

I am proud to declare that the United States
formally recognizes the Republic of South Su-
dan as a sovereign and independent state upon
this day, July 9, 2011. After so much struggle
by the people of South Sudan, the United
States of America welcomes the birth of a new
nation.

Today is a reminder that after the darkness
of war, the light of a new dawn is possible. A
proud flag flies over Juba, and the map of the
world has been redrawn. These symbols speak
to the blood that has been spilled, the tears
that have been shed, the ballots that have been
cast, and the hopes that have been realized by
so many millions of people. The eyes of the
world are on the Republic of South Sudan.
And we know that Southern Sudanese have
claimed their sovereignty and shown that nei-
ther their dignity nor their dream of self-deter-
mination can be denied.

This historic achievement is a tribute, above
all, to the generations of Southern Sudanese
who struggled for this day. It is also a tribute to
the support that has been shown for Sudan and
South Sudan by so many friends and partners
around the world. Sudan’s African neighbors
and the African Union played an essential part
in making this day a reality. And along with our
many international and civil society partners,
the United States has been proud to play a
leadership role across two administrations.
Many Americans have been deeply moved by
the aspirations of the Sudanese people, and
support for South Sudan extends across differ-
ent races, regions, and political persuasions in
the United States. I am confident that the
bonds of friendship between South Sudan and
the United States will only deepen in the years
to come. As Southern Sudanese undertake the

AUTHENTICATED
U.S. GOVERNMENT
INFORMATION

GPO

hard work of building their new country, the
United States pledges our partnership as they
seek the security, development, and responsive
governance that can fulfill their aspirations and
respect their human rights.

As today also marks the creation of two new
neighbors, South Sudan and Sudan, both peo-
ples must recognize that they will be more se-
cure and prosperous if they move beyond a bit-
ter past and resolve differences peacefully.
Lasting peace will only be realized if all sides
fulfill their responsibilities. The Comprehen-
sive Peace Agreement must be fully imple-
mented, the status of Abyei must be resolved
through negotiations, and violence and intimi-
dation in Southern Kordofan, especially by the
Government of Sudan, must end. The safety of
all Sudanese, especially minorities, must be
protected. Through courage and hard choices,
this can be the beginning of a new chapter of
greater peace and justice for all of the Suda-
nese people.

Decades ago, Martin Luther King reflected
on the first moment of independence on the
African Continent in Ghana, saying, “T knew
about all of the struggles, and all of the pain,
and all of the agony that these people had gone
through for this moment.” Today we are
moved by the story of struggle that led to this
time of hope in South Sudan, and we think of
those who didn’t live to see their dream real-
ized. Now, the leaders and people of South Su-
dan have an opportunity to turn this moment
of promise into lasting progress. The United
States will continue to support the aspirations
of all Sudanese. Together, we can ensure that
today marks another step forward in Africa’s
long journey toward opportunity, democracy,
and justice.
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The President’s News Conference
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The President. Good morning, everybody. I
want to give a quick update on what’s happen-
ing with the debt negotiations, provide my per-
spective, and then I'm going to take a few
questions.

As all of you know, I met with congressional
leaders yesterday. We're going to be meeting
again today, and we’re going to meet every sin-
gle day until we get this thing resolved.

The good news is that all the leaders contin-
ue to believe, rightly, that it is not acceptable
for us not to raise the debt ceiling and to allow
the U.S. Government to default. We cannot
threaten the United States full faith and credit
for the first time in our history. We still have a
lot of work to do, though, to get this problem
solved. And so let me just make a couple of
points.

First of all, all of us agree that we should use
this opportunity to do something meaningful
on debt and deficits. And the reports that have
been out there have been largely accurate that
Speaker Boehner and myself had been in a se-
ries of conversations about doing the biggest
deal possible so that we could actually resolve
our debt and our deficit challenge for a long
stretch of time. And I want to say I appreciate
Speaker Boehner’s good faith efforts on that
front.

What I emphasized to the broader group of
congressional leaders yesterday is, now is the
time to deal with these issues. If not now,
when? I've been hearing from my Republican
friends for quite some time that it is a moral
imperative for us to tackle our debt and our
deficits in a serious way. I've been hearing
from them that this is one of the things that’s
creating uncertainty and holding back invest-
ment on the part of the business community.
And so what I've said to them is, let’s go. And it
is possible for us to construct a package that
would be balanced, would share sacrifice,
would involve both parties taking on their sa-
cred cows, would involve some meaningful
changes to Medicare, Social Security, and
Medicaid that would preserve the integrity of
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the programs and keep our sacred trust with
our seniors, but make sure those programs
were there for not just this generation, but for
the next generation; that it is possible for us to
bring in revenues in a way that does not im-
pede our current recovery, but is fair and bal-
anced.

We have agreed to a series of spending cuts
that will make the Government leaner, mean-
er, more effective, more efficient, and give tax-
payers a greater bang for their buck. That in-
cludes defense spending. That includes health
spending. It includes some programs that I like
very much, and we’d—Dbe nice to have, but that
we can’t afford right now.

And if you look at this overall package, we
could achieve a situation in which our deficits
were at a manageable level and our debt levels
were stabilized, and the economy as a whole, I
think, would benefit from that. Moreover, 1
think it would give the American people enor-
mous confidence that this town can actually do
something once in a while, that we can defy the
expectations that were always thinking in
terms of short-term politics and the next elec-
tion and every once in a while we break out of
that and we do what’s right for the country.

So I continue to push congressional leaders
for the largest possible deal. And there’s going
to be resistance. There is frankly resistance on
my side to do anything on entitlements. There
is strong resistance on the Republican side to
do anything on revenues. But if each side takes
a maximalist position, if each side wants 100
percent of what its ideological predispositions
are, then we can’t get anything done. And I
think the American people want to see some-
thing done. They feel a sense of urgency, both
about the breakdown in our political process
and also about the situation in our economy.

So what I've said to the leaders is, bring back
to me some ideas that you think can get the
necessary number of votes in the House and in
the Senate. I'm happy to consider all options,
all alternatives that theyre looking at. The
things that I will not consider are a 30-day or a
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