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course of his career, Ben’s commitment to
working with both Democrats and Republicans
across a broad range of issues is a trait far too

often overlooked in today’s politics. Michelle
and I commend Ben for his service and wish
him and his family well in the future.

The President’s Weekly Address
December 31, 2011

Hello, everybody. As 2011 comes to an end
and we look ahead to 2012, I want to wish ev-
eryone a happy and healthy New Year.

The last year has been a time of great chal-
lenge and great progress for our country. We
ended one war and began to wind down anoth-
er. We dealt a crippling blow to Al Qaida and
made America more secure. We stood by our
friends and allies around the world through
natural disasters and revolutions. And we be-
gan to see signs of economic recovery here at
home, even as too many Americans are still
struggling to get ahead.

There’s no doubt that 2012 will bring even
more change. And as we head into the new
year, I’m hopeful that we have what it takes to
face that change and come out even stronger:
to grow our economy, create more jobs, and
strengthen the middle class.

I’m hopeful because of what we saw right
before Christmas, when Members of Congress
came together to prevent a tax hike for 160
million Americans, saving a typical family
about $40 in every paycheck. They also made
sure Americans looking for work won’t see
their unemployment insurance cut off. And I
expect Congress to finish the job by extending
these provisions through the end of 2012.

It was good to see Members of Congress do
the right thing for millions of working Ameri-
cans. But it was only possible because you add-
ed your voices to the debate. Through e-mail
and Twitter and over the phone, you let your
representatives know what was at stake: your
lives, your families, your well-being. You had

the courage to believe that your voices could
make a difference. And at the end of the day,
they made all the difference.

More than anything else, you are the ones
who make me hopeful about 2012. Because
we’ve got some difficult debates and some
tough fights to come. As I’ve said before, we
are at a make-or-break moment for the middle
class. And in many ways, the actions we take in
the months ahead will help determine what
kind of country we want to be and what kind of
world we want our children and grandchildren
to grow up in.

As President, I promise to do everything I
can to make America a place where hard work
and responsibility are rewarded, one where ev-
eryone has a fair shot and everyone does their
fair share. That’s the America I believe in.
That’s the America we’ve always known. And
I’m confident that if we work together, and if
you keep reminding folks in Washington what’s
at stake, then we will move this country for-
ward and guarantee every American the op-
portunities they deserve.

Thanks for watching, and from Michelle,
Malia, Sasha, and Bo, as well as myself, happy
New Year.

NOTE: The address was recorded at approxi-
mately 3 p.m. on December 29 at a private res-
idence in Kailua, HI, for broadcast on Decem-
ber 31. The transcript was made available by
the Office of the Press Secretary on December
30, but was embargoed for release until 6 a.m.
on December 31.

226-381_text_CX.pdf   764 9/16/15   12:03 PM


		Superintendent of Documents
	2022-01-26T09:15:36-0500
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




