Dec. 6 / Administration of Barack Obama, 2011

Statement on Indonesia’s Ratification of the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty

December 6, 2011

The United States welcomes Indonesia’s rat-
ification of the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty
(CTBT), which provides a strong example of
the positive leadership role Indonesia can play
in the global effort to prevent the spread of nu-
clear weapons. The Comprehensive Test Ban
Treaty is a critical element of the international
effort to prevent the proliferation of nuclear
weapons, and I urge all states to sign and ratify

the agreement so that it can be brought into
force at the earliest possible date. The United
States remains fully committed to pursuing rat-
ification of the Test Ban Treaty and will contin-
ue to engage Members of the Senate on the im-
portance of this treaty to U.S. security. America
must lead the global effort to prevent prolifera-
tion, and adoption and early entry into force of
the CTBT is a vital part of that effort.

Statement on Senate Action To Block the Nomination of Caitlin J. Halligan
To Be a Judge on the United States Court of Appeals for the District of Co-

lumbia Circuit
December 6, 2011

I am deeply disappointed that a minority of
the United States Senate has blocked the nomi-
nation of Caitlin Halligan to serve on the U.S.
Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia
Circuit. Ms. Halligan has the experience, integ-
rity, and judgment to serve with distinction on
this court, and she has broad bipartisan support
from the legal and law enforcement communi-
ties. But today her nomination fell victim to the
Republican pattern of obstructionism that puts
party ahead of country. Today’s vote dramati-
cally lowers the bar used to justify a filibuster,
which had required extraordinary circumstanc-
es. The only extraordinary things about Ms.
Halligan are her qualifications and her intellect.

Currently, Senate Republicans are blocking
20 other highly qualified judicial nominees, half
of whom I have nominated to fill vacancies
deemed judicial emergencies by the Adminis-
trative Office of the Courts. These are distin-
guished nominees who historically would be
confirmed without delay. All of them have al-
ready been approved by the Senate Judiciary
Committee, most of them unanimously, only to
run into partisan roadblocks on the Senate floor.
The American people deserve a fair and func-
tioning judiciary. So I urge Senate Republicans
to end this pattern of partisan obstructionism
and confirm Ms. Halligan and the other judges
they have blocked for purely partisan reasons.

Memorandum on International Initiatives To Advance the Human Rights of
Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender Persons

December 6, 2011

Memorandum for the Heads of Executive De-
partments and Agencz’es

Subject: International Initiatives to Advance
the Human Rights of Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual,
and Transgender Persons

The struggle to end discrimination against
lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender (LGBT)
persons is a global challenge, and one that is
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central to the United States commitment to
promoting human rights. I am deeply con-
cerned by the violence and discrimination tar-
geting LGBT persons around the world—
whether it is passing laws that criminalize
LGBT status, beating citizens simply for join-
ing peaceful LGBT pride celebrations, or kill-
ing men, women, and children for their per-
ceived sexual orientation. That is why I de-



		Superintendent of Documents
	2022-01-26T09:15:11-0500
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




