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consequences or incentives to ensure that the
agreed-upon value to the agency is received.
Performance-based contracts, which include
ESPCs, can be performed by any qualified con-
tractor, including utilities.

(d) “agency” has the same meaning as in Ex-
ecutive Order 13514.

(e) “United States” means the fifty States,
the District of Columbia, the Commonwealth
of Puerto Rico, Guam, American Samoa, the
United States Virgin Islands, the Northern
Mariana Islands, and associated territorial wa-
ters and airspace.

Sec. 7. General Provisions. (a) This memoran-
dum shall be implemented consistent with applica-
ble law, including international trade obligations,
and subject to the availability of appropriations.

(b) Nothing in this memorandum shall be
construed to impair or otherwise affect:

(i) authority granted by law to a depart-
ment, agency, or the head thereof; or 

(ii) functions of the Director of OMB re-
lating to budgetary, administrative, or
legislative proposals.

(c) This memorandum is not intended to,
and does not, create any right or benefit, sub-
stantive or procedural, enforceable at law or in
equity by any party against the United States,
its departments, agencies, or entities, its offi-
cers, employees, or agents, or any other person.

BARACK OBAMA

The President’s Weekly Address
December 3, 2011

This week, we learned that our economy add-
ed another 140,000 private sector jobs in No-
vember. Despite some strong headwinds this
year, America’s economy has now created pri-
vate sector jobs for the past 21 months in a row,
almost 3 million new jobs in all, more than half a
million of them in the past 4 months alone.

We need to keep this growth going and
strengthen it. And that’s why we’ve been fight-
ing to pass a series of jobs bills through Con-
gress, bills that independent economists say
will create more jobs and grow the economy
even faster. Because now is the time to step on
the gas, not slam on the brakes.

Unfortunately, too many Republicans in
Congress don’t seem to share that same sense
of urgency. Over the last few months, they’ve
said no to most of these jobs bills: no to putting
teachers and firefighters back to work, no to
putting construction workers back on the job.
And this week, they actually said no to cutting
taxes for middle class families.

You see, last year, both parties came togeth-
er to cut payroll taxes for the typical middle
class family by about a thousand dollars. But
that tax cut is set to expire at the end of this
month. If that happens, that same family will

see its taxes go up by a thousand dollars. We
can’t let that happen. In fact, I think we should
cut taxes on working families and small-busi-
ness owners even more.

And we’re going to keep pushing Congress
to make this happen. They shouldn’t go home
for the holidays until they get this done. And if
you agree with me, I could use your help.

We’ve set up a simple tax cut calculator on
whitehouse.gov so that you can see exactly
what the stakes are for your family. Try it out.
Then let your Members of Congress know
where you stand.

Tell them not to vote to raise taxes on work-
ing Americans during the holidays. Tell them
to put country before party, put money back in
the pockets of working Americans, pass these
tax cuts.

And we’re all in this together. The more
Americans succeed, the more America suc-
ceeds. And if we remember that and do what it
takes to keep this economy growing and oppor-
tunity rising, then I’m confident that we’ll
come out of this stronger than before.

NOTE: The address was recorded at approxi-
mately 1:35 p.m. on December 2 in the Map

226-381_text_CX.pdf   702 9/16/15   12:03 PM



Administration of Barack Obama, 2011 / Dec. 4

1511

Room at the White House for broadcast on
December 3. The transcript was made avail-
able by the Office of the Press Secretary on

December 2, but was embargoed for release
until 6 a.m. on December 3. 

Remarks at a Kennedy Center Honors Reception
December 4, 2011

The President. Well, good evening, every-
body. Welcome to the White House. What a
spectacular-looking crowd here. [Laughter] I
want to start by thanking David Rubenstein,
Michael Kaiser, and the Kennedy Center
Trustees, and everyone who has made the
Kennedy Center such a wonderful place for so
many people for so many years. I also want to
acknowledge my good friend Caroline Kenne-
dy for continuing her family’s legacy of sup-
porting the arts. And finally, I want to thank
the creator of the Kennedy Center Honors and
the Cochair of the President’s Committee on
the Arts and the Humanities, George Stevens.
George and his son Michael are still bringing
this show to life after 34 years, and we are
grateful to both of them. So—[applause].

Tonight we honor five giants from the world
of the arts, not just for a single role or a certain
performance, but for a lifetime of greatness.
And just to be clear, this doesn’t mean that
they’re over the hill. [Laughter] It just means
they’ve come a long way.

Now, at first glance, the men and women on
this stage could not be more different. They
come from different generations, different
walks of life. They have different talents, and
they’ve traveled different paths. And yet they
belong here together because each of tonight’s
honorees has felt the need to express them-
selves and share that expression with the
world.

It’s a feeling that all of us have at some point
in our lives. That’s why we sing, even if it’s just
in the shower. [Laughter] It’s why we act, even
if we never get past the school auditorium.
That’s why we dance, even if, as Michelle says,
I look silly doing it. [Laughter] It’s one of the
downsides of being President: Your dance
moves end up on YouTube. [Laughter]

But tonight’s honorees take it a step further.
By expressing themselves, they help us learn

something about ourselves. They make us
laugh, they move us to tears, they bring us to-
gether, and they push the boundaries of what
we think is possible. And each of them has
been blessed with an extraordinary gift. To-
night we thank them for sharing that gift with
us.

Barbara Cook has been said to have the
most magnificent voice in popular music, but
she was born into a family that didn’t know the
first thing about singing. Growing up, while the
other kids in her neighborhood were out play-
ing hide and seek, Barbara would be inside lis-
tening to opera on the radio. By the time she
was 23, Barbara was starring in her first Broad-
way show, and she went on to win a Tony for
her performance as the original “Marian the
Librarian” in “The Music Man.”

But success didn’t come without pain, and
she faced more than her share of challenges,
before a show-stopping concert at Carnegie
Hall in 1975 catapulted her back into the spot-
light. Barbara’s greatest strength has always
been her ability to put her own feelings and ex-
periences into her songs. As she says, “If I sing
about emotion, and you say, yes, I’ve felt that
too, then it brings us together, even if it’s just
for a little while.”

These days, Barbara has been through
enough to sing just about anything, so now she
teaches up-and-coming singers to do the same.
The lesson always starts with “be yourself,” a
piece of advice that she has always taken to
heart. Maybe that’s what has kept her so
young. And Barbara says that some days she
feels like she is 30, and tonight you look like
you’re 30. [Laughter] Some days she feels like
she’s 12, although her knee apparently does
not agree. [Laughter] All we know is that we’ve
never heard a voice like hers, so tonight we
Barbara—honor Barbara Cook.
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