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mands for change in cities across Yemen in the
face of violence and extreme hardship. To-
day’s agreement brings them a significant step
closer to realizing their aspirations for a new
beginning in Yemen. The United States urges
all parties to move immediately to implement
the terms of the agreement, which will allow
Yemen to begin addressing an array of formi-
dable challenges and chart a more secure and

prosperous path for the future. The United
States will continue to stand by the Yemeni
people as they embark on this historic transi-
tion. We also acknowledge the important work
done by our GCC partners in supporting this
step forward.

NOTE: The statement referred to Vice Presi-
dent Abd al-Rabuh Mansur Hadi of Yemen.

Message on Small Business Saturday
November 23, 2011

From the mom-and-pop storefront shops
that anchor Main Street to the high-tech start-
ups that keep America on the cutting edge,
small businesses are the backbone of our econ-
omy and the cornerstones of our Nation’s
promise. These businesses create two out of
every three new jobs in America, helping spur
economic development in communities across
our country and giving millions of families and
individuals the opportunity to achieve the
American dream. Through events such as
Small Business Saturday, we keep our local
economies strong and help maintain an Ameri-
can economy that can compete and win in the
21st century.

My Administration is committed to helping
small businesses drive our economy toward re-
covery and long-term growth. I have signed in-
to law 18 tax cuts for small businesses, includ-
ing tax credits for hiring unemployed veterans
as part of my American Jobs Act. The Small
Business Administration had a record year,

providing more than 60,000 small businesses
with over $30 billion in lending support. And
my Administration has helped provide 1,000
high-growth businesses with $2.6 billion more
in capital, while also launching Startup Ameri-
ca, an initiative to strengthen access to capital
and mentoring while reducing barriers to
growth for small businesses.

Through these and other initiatives, we are
supporting the entrepreneurs and small busi-
nesses that are the engine of our prosperity
and a proud reflection of our Nation’s charac-
ter. When small businesses do well, communi-
ties flourish and our economy grows.

America was built on the hard work and cre-
ativity of our people. On this occasion, we reaf-
firm our support for America’s small business
owners and their staff, and we celebrate the
proud tradition of entrepreneurship they rep-
resent.

BARACK OBAMA

The President’s Weekly Address
November 24, 2011

From my family to yours, I’d like to wish
you a happy Thanksgiving. Like millions of
Americans, Michelle, Malia, Sasha, and I will
spend the day eating great food, watching a lit-
tle football, and reflecting on how truly lucky
we are.

As Americans, each of us has our own list of
things and people to be thankful for. But there
are some blessings we all share.

We’re especially grateful for the men and
women who defend our country overseas. To
all the servicemembers eating Thanksgiving
dinner far from your families: The American
people are thinking of you today. And when
you come home, we intend to make sure that
we serve you as well as you’re serving America.

We’re also grateful for the Americans who
are taking time out of their holiday to serve in
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soup kitchens and shelters, making sure their
neighbors have a hot meal and a place to stay.
This sense of mutual responsibility—the idea
that I am my brother’s keeper, that I am my sis-
ter’s keeper—has always been part of what
makes our country special. And it’s one of the
reasons the Thanksgiving tradition has endured.

The very first Thanksgiving was a celebra-
tion of community during a time of great hard-
ship, and we have followed that example ever
since. Even when the fate of our Union was far
from certain—during a Civil War, two World
Wars, a Great Depression—Americans drew
strength from each other. They had faith that
tomorrow would be better than today.

We’re grateful that they did. As we gather
around the table, we pause to remember the
pilgrims, pioneers, and patriots who helped
make this country what it is. They faced impos-
sible odds, and yet somehow, they persevered.
Today, it’s our turn.

I know that for many of you, this Thanksgiv-
ing is more difficult than most. But no matter
how tough things are right now, we still give
thanks for that most American of blessings, the
chance to determine our own destiny. The
problems we face didn’t develop overnight,
and we won’t solve them overnight. But we will

solve them. All it takes is for each of us to do
our part.

With all the partisanship and gridlock here
in Washington, it’s easy to wonder if such unity
is really possible. But think about what’s hap-
pening at this very moment: Americans from
all walks of life are coming together as one
people, grateful for the blessings of family,
community, and country.

If we keep that spirit alive, if we support
each other and look out for each other and re-
member that we’re all in this together, then I
know that we too will overcome the challenges
of our time.

So today I’m thankful to serve as your Presi-
dent and Commander and Chief. I’m thankful
that my daughters get to grow up in this great
country of ours. And I’m thankful for the
chance to do my part as, together, we make to-
morrow better than today.

Thanks, and have a wonderful Thanksgiving.

NOTE: The address was recorded at approxi-
mately 12:45 p.m. on November 23 in the Dip-
lomatic Reception Room at the White House
for broadcast on November 24. The transcript
was made available by the Office of the Press
Secretary on November 23, but was embar-
goed for release until 6 a.m. on November 24.

Statement on the Death of Margaret C. Daley
November 25, 2011

Michelle and I were deeply saddened to
learn of the passing of Maggie Daley. Maggie
was an extraordinary woman who dedicated
her life to public service. While she will be
sorely missed, her initiatives on behalf of Chi-
cago’s youth live on as national models for how
to create environments for children to learn
and grow outside the classroom. Maggie’s com-
mitment to the children and people of Chicago

was surpassed only by her devotion to her fam-
ily. Tonight our thoughts and prayers are with
Mayor Daley, Nora, Patrick, Lally, and the en-
tire Daley family.

NOTE: The statement referred to former May-
or Richard M. Daley of Chicago, husband, and
Nora Daley Conroy, Patrick Daley, and Eliza-
beth “Lally” Daley, children, of Mrs. Daley.
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