
Nov. 18 / Administration of Barack Obama, 2011

1450

So, Mr. Prime Minister, it’s wonderful to see you
again. I look forward to a productive discussion, and
I very much appreciate all our cooperation.

Prime Minister Singh. Mr. President, it’s al-
ways a great pleasure and privilege to greet
you. And I recall with immense pleasure your
historic visit to our country by the same time
last year. And in the last 1 year, we have made
progress in every direction, strengthened by
our bilateral cooperation in field of economy,
investment, trade, in the field of higher educa-
tion, in the field of clean energy, and strategy
and defense relations.

And I am very happy to report to you that
there are today no irritants whatsoever in our
working together on a multiplicity of areas,
both bilateral, regional, and global issues. It’s a
privilege for India to count you and your ad-
ministration as deeply interested in ensuring
that India makes a success of its historic jour-
ney to have the social and economic transfor-
mation carried out in the framework of an

open society, a democratic polity, committed
to the rule of law and respect for full human
freedoms.

Mr. President, in the last 1 year, we have
strengthened in many ways the path that you
set up in your historic visit. And whether it is in
civil nuclear cooperation, whether it is in hu-
manitarian relief and disaster management,
maritime security, all these are issues which
unite us in our quest for a world free from the
threat of war, want, and exploitation.

With these words, I once again thank you for
giving me this opportunity to meet with you.
And that is something which the people of In-
dia value a great deal. To find the goodwill that
you have shown in your Presidency is some-
thing we deeply appreciate.

Thank you very much.
President Obama. Thank you, everyone.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:37 a.m. at the
Grand Hyatt Bali hotel.

Remarks Prior to a Meeting With President Benigno S. Aquino III of the
Philippines in Bali
November 18, 2011

President Obama. Let me just say how
much I appreciate the opportunity to meet
again with President Aquino. He has been an
outstanding partner in a whole range of multi-
lateral issues. We just had an excellent meet-
ing of APEC in Honolulu that I was happy to
host.

Obviously, the bilateral relationship be-
tween the United States and the Philippines is
one that goes back for decades. We have a 60-
year alliance that assures that we are looking
out for each other when it comes to security.
But more importantly, we have incredible per-
son-to-person relations between our two coun-
tries. Obviously, the contribution of Filipino
Americans to the growth and prosperity of the
United States has been incredibly important.
And I think the Philippines obviously has ben-
efited from their interactions with Americans
on a whole range of issues.

This is an opportunity for us to discuss how
we can further deepen that relationship; also,
to discuss the topics of the East Asia Summit,
issues like maritime security, nonproliferation,
disaster and humanitarian relief.

And so I just want to commend President
Aquino for his leadership, for his reform ef-
forts. And I think that a relationship that’s al-
ready very strong can only become stronger as
a consequence of our continued interaction.

So it’s wonderful to see you again, Mr. Pres-
ident.

President Aquino. Thank you, Mr. Presi-
dent. I am glad to have this opportunity to real-
ly share our viewpoints and our thoughts on a
wide range of topics that you already covered.

It’s true, we have one of the longest running
relationships, strong based on our shared val-
ues and history. And we look forward, in these
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turbulent times of ours, to really further
strengthen the relationships.

So thank you so much.
President Obama. Thank you.

Thank you, everybody.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:13 a.m. at
the Grand Hyatt Bali hotel.

Remarks Prior to a Meeting With Prime Minister Mohamed Najib bin Abdul
Razak of Malaysia in Bali
November 18, 2011

President Obama. Well, I just want to say
how much of a pleasure it is to be able to see
once again Prime Minister Najib. We just had
excellent conversations and consultations at
the APEC conference that we hosted in Ho-
nolulu. This allows us to expand discussions
not only on our bilateral relationship, which is
strong, and the cooperation that we’ve seen
on issues like the Trans-Pacific Partnership,
but it also allows us to discuss how we can
best use the East Asia Summit to assure
shared prosperity and shared security across
the region.

And so I appreciate the extraordinary coop-
eration that we’ve received on a whole range of
issues. We want to be a strong partner with
Malaysia, and Prime Minister Najib, I think,
has shown great leadership not only in continu-
ing to boost Malaysia’s economy, but also in
showing leadership on a wide range of multi-
lateral fora.

So thank you very much, Prime Minister.
Prime Minister Najib. Thank you very

much, Mr. President, for your very encourag-
ing words. We believe we have a very, very
productive relationship between our two
countries. Before this, they’ve been very
strong in the areas of trade and investment.

The United States is our fourth largest trading
partner. On a cumulative basis, you’re still the
largest investor in Malaysia. We certainly look
forward to expanding trade and investment
linkages. And with the TPP, hopefully, we can
meet the deadline next year. We see great
prospects in terms of enhancing trade invest-
ment between our two countries. And certain-
ly, we look forward to working in other areas
as well.

We are very committed to ensuring peace
and stability. We’re working with you in the ar-
ea of nuclear nonproliferation. We’re doing
our part to make sure that Malaysia is not a
transit point for illicit goods that can be used
for nuclear proliferation, working towards
helping you in Afghanistan. And we’re looking
at new areas of cooperation, including receiv-
ing 50 English teachers from United States.
They are coming in January.

So I’m excited about the prospects, and I
look forward to deepening, strengthening, and
enhancing our bilateral ties. And I thank you
for your leadership in this.

President Obama. Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:04 p.m. at
the Grand Hyatt Bali hotel.

Remarks on Burma From Bali
November 18, 2011

Good afternoon, everybody. Throughout my
administration and throughout this trip, I’ve
underscored America’s commitment to the
Asia-Pacific region, but also I’ve underscored
America’s commitment to the future of human
rights in the region. Today I’m announcing an

important step forward in our efforts to move
forward on both these fronts.

For decades, Americans have been deeply
concerned about the denial of basic human
rights for the Burmese people. The persecu-
tion of democratic reformers, the brutality
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