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States and China as a basis for continued
growth and prosperity.

As we did at the G–20 in Cannes, President
Hu and I, I’m sure, will be discussing issues re-
lated to economic growth, how we can contin-
ue to rebalance growth around the world, em-
phasize the importance of putting people back
to work, and making sure that the trade rela-
tionships and commercial relationships be-
tween our two countries end up being a win-
win situation.

And I look forward to the opportunity to al-
so discuss a range of both regional and global
security issues, including nonproliferation and
denuclearization of the Korean Peninsula,
ways that we can work together on issues like
climate change, and our efforts to jointly as-
sure that countries like Iran are abiding by in-
ternational rules and norms.

And although there are areas where we con-
tinue to have differences, I am confident that
the U.S.-China relationship can continue to
grow in a constructive way based on mutual re-
spect and mutual interests. And I want to ex-
tend my appreciation to President Hu for the
continuous engagement not only of him, but
also of the entire Chinese Government in ad-
dressing a wide range of these issues.

So welcome, President Hu, and I look for-
ward to not only a good discussion here, but al-
so an outstanding APEC summit.

President Hu. I wish to thank you, Mr. Pres-
ident, for your warm invitation and welcome.
I’m delighted to have this opportunity to come
to the beautiful State of Hawaii to attend the
APEC economic leaders meeting and to meet
with you, Mr. President.

This is the ninth meeting between you and
I, Mr. President, since you took office, and I
look forward to a extensive and indepth discus-
sion on China-U.S. relations, as well as major

regional and international issues of shared in-
terest.

As things stand, the international situation is
undergoing complex and profound changes.
There is growing instability and uncertainty in
the world economic recovery and regional se-
curity threat has become more salient. Under
these circumstances, it is all the more impor-
tant for China and the United States to in-
crease their communication and coordination.

China looks forward to maintaining and
strengthening dialogue and cooperation with
the United States, to respect each other’s ma-
jor concerns, appropriately manage sensitive
issues, and ensure that the China-U.S. rela-
tionship will continue to grow on a sustainable
and stable path.

This APEC meeting has drawn a lot of at-
tention worldwide, and we appreciate the tre-
mendous work the United States has done in
preparing for this meeting. The Asia-Pacific re-
gion is the most dynamic region in today’s
world, with the biggest development potential.
This region should become a region of active
cooperation between China and the United
States.

I sincerely wish this meeting a full success,
and I hope that this meeting here will send out
a positive message to the international commu-
nity that economies in the Asia-Pacific region
will reach out to each other like passengers on
the same boat and work together to ensure the
continued, steady growth of the economies.

Thank you once again, Mr. President.
President Obama. Thank you, everybody.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:55 p.m. at the
Hale Koa Hotel. President Hu spoke in Chi-
nese, and his remarks were translated by an in-
terpreter.

Statement on the Arab League’s Actions Regarding Syria
November 12, 2011

I applaud the important decisions taken by
the Arab League today, including the suspen-
sion of Syria’s membership, consideration of
economic sanctions, and downgrading of diplo-

matic relations. After the Asad regime flagrant-
ly failed to keep its commitments, the Arab
League has demonstrated leadership in its ef-
fort to end the crisis and hold the Syrian
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Government accountable. These significant
steps expose the increasing diplomatic isolation
of a regime that has systematically violated hu-
man rights and repressed peaceful protests.
The United States joins with the Arab League
in its support for the Syrian people, who con-

tinue to demand their universal rights in the
face of the regime’s callous violence. We will
continue to work with our friends and allies to
pressure the Asad regime and support the Syr-
ian people as they pursue the dignity and tran-
sition to democracy that they deserve.

Remarks at the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation Summit Dinner in Honolulu
November 12, 2011

Aloha. On behalf of Michelle and myself,
welcome to Hawaii, and on behalf of the
American people, welcome to the United
States.

We have a busy day ahead of us tomorrow,
and we have a luau tonight, including hula
dancing, so I want to be brief. [Laughter]

We are 21 leaders from across the Asia-Pacific.
We represent close to 3 billion people, from dif-
ferent continents and cultures, north, south, east,
and west, men and women of every faith, color,
and creed.

Yet whatever our differences, our citizens
have sent us here with a common task: to bring
our economies closer together, to cooperate, to
create jobs and prosperity that our people de-
serve so that they can provide for their fami-
lies, so that they can give their children a bet-
ter future.

And so it was America’s turn to host APEC,
and I could not imagine a more fitting place
than my home State of Hawaii. Here, we are
literally in the center of the Pacific. Here,
we’re reminded of the progress that’s possible
when people of different backgrounds and be-
liefs come together. This is the most diverse
State in our Nation, home to so many races and

immigrants and Americans who trace their
roots back to many of your countries.

Hawaii is not perfect, but I think Hawaii
comes about as close as you’ll come to a true
melting pot of cultures, where people live and
work together in mutual trust and mutual re-
spect.

Here, we’re a single ohana—one family. We
remember that beneath the surface, behind all
the different languages and some very long
names, we all share the same hopes, the same
struggles, and the same aspirations. And we’ve
learned that we’re more likely to realize our as-
pirations when we pursue them together.

That’s the spirit of Hawaii. It’s what made
me who I am. It’s what shapes my interactions
with all of you. And it’s the spirit that I hope
guides us in our work this weekend.

And so I’d like to propose a toast with the
words of a traditional Hawaiian proverb: ‘A‘ohe
hana nui ke alu ‘ia. And that means: No task is
too big when done together by all.

Cheers. Salud. Everybody enjoy the evening.

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:43 p.m. at the
Hale Koa Hotel.

Remarks at the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation Summit Reception and
Cultural Performance in Honolulu
November 12, 2011

The President. Good evening, everybody. To
all the leaders who are representing their
countries here at APEC, I hope you’ve had a
wonderful stay so far and hope you had a won-
derful dinner. To members of the delegation,
welcome.

Two years ago, when I was in Singapore and
it was announced that we would be hosting the
APEC summit here in Honolulu, I promised
that you would all have to wear aloha shirts or
grass skirts. [Laughter] But I was persuaded by
our team to perhaps break tradition, and so we
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