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facilitates cooperation in areas as diverse as de-
fense and security, education, science and tech-
nology exchanges, economic revitalization, law
enforcement, and development in the Azores.
We also noted that in recent years, partnerships
between Portuguese and American universities
are developing state of the art research in areas
such as engineering, information technology,
and medicine, and we committed to fostering
these relationships in the future.

This meeting was an opportunity for ex-
changing views on the present world economic
and financial situation. The United States un-
derscored its full support for Portugal’s imple-
mentation of its reform program backed by the
IMF and the EU.

We also agreed to continue our close coop-
eration within the U.N. Security Council,
where Portugal currently serves as Council
President, on issues of mutual concern, such as
Syria, Libya, Middle East peace, and Iran. We

emphasized the importance that both our
countries attach to the role of the United Na-
tions in the promotion of peace, democracy,
good governance and human rights.

As two of the original founding members of
NATO, we reaffirmed our commitment to the
Atlantic Alliance. We discussed ongoing
NATO operations, in particular in Afghanistan,
where Portugal intends to maintain its contri-
bution. Recalling the success of the 2010
NATO Summit in Lisbon, we reviewed plans
for the May 2012 NATO Summit that Presi-
dent Obama will host in Chicago. We agreed
that we would work together in the coming
months to ensure that the Summit advances
our joint goal of ensuring that the Alliance is
fully prepared to meet the security challenges
of the 21st century.

NOTE: An original was not available for verifi-
cation of the content of this joint statement.

Message to the Congress on Continuation of the National Emergency With
Respect to Weapons of Mass Destruction
November 9, 2011

To the Congress of the United States:

Section 202(d) of the National Emergencies
Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for the auto-
matic termination of a national emergency un-
less, prior to the anniversary date of its declara-
tion, the President publishes in the Federal
Register and transmits to the Congress a notice
stating that the emergency is to continue in ef-
fect beyond the anniversary date. In accor-
dance with this provision, I have sent to the
Federal Register for publication the enclosed
notice, stating that the national emergency

with respect to the proliferation of weapons of
mass destruction that was declared in Execu-
tive Order 12938, as amended, is to continue in
effect for 1 year beyond November 14, 2011.

BARACK OBAMA

The White House,
November 9, 2011.

NOTE: The notice is listed in Appendix D at
the end of this volume.

Remarks at the National Women’s Law Center Awards Dinner
November 9, 2011

The President. Well, good evening, everybody.
Audience members. Good evening.
The President. It is great to be back at the

National Women’s Law Center, surrounded
by so many powerful and accomplished
women. This is not a new experience for me.

[Laughter] Some of you know my household
is filled with powerful, accomplished wom-
en.

I want to thank Marcia and Duffy for that
wonderful, heartfelt introduction and for their
extraordinary leadership. Most of all, I want to
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