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companies like Monster and LinkedIn are
helping more employers participate.

So all these three initiatives are up and run-
ning right now. Just visit whitehouse.gov/vets
to find each one. And I'm asking these veterans
service organizations to spread the word.

Connecting our veterans to the jobs they de-
serve isn’t just the right thing to do for our vet-
erans, it’s the right thing to do for America. But
there’s still more that we can do to encourage
businesses to hire veterans. And this week, Con-
gress will have another chance to do the right
thing. They’ll get to vote on those tax breaks
that I proposed back in September for business-
es to hire veterans. Members of Congress will
get to say whether or not they think it’s a good
idea to give companies an incentive—an addi-
tional incentive—to hire the men and women
who have risked their lives for our country.

And when T first proposed this idea—some
of you remember this was a joint session of
Congress—people stood and applauded on
both sides of the aisle when I announced this
bill. That was one of the few times both sides
stood up. [Laughter] So when these ideas
come up for a vote this week, when the TV
cameras aren’t necessarily on each of them, I
expect both sides of the aisle to stand up for
our veterans and vote in the affirmative.

There’s no good reason to oppose this bill.
Not one. Our veterans did their jobs. It’s time

for Congress to do theirs. It’s time for them to
put country before party, put our veterans back
to work, and pass this element of the jobs pack-
age that benefits our veterans and gives busi-
nesses an incentive to hire veterans.

Standing up for our veterans is not a Demo-
cratic responsibility or a Republican responsi-
bility, it is a American responsibility. It’s an ob-
ligation of every citizen who enjoys the free-
dom that these heroes defend. And it is time
for us to meet those obligations right now.

As Commander in Chief, I want all our vet-
erans to know that we are forever grateful for
your service and for your sacrifice. And just as
you fought for us, we're going to keep fighting
for you, for more jobs, for more security, for
the opportunity to keep your families strong
and to keep America competitive in the 21st
century. In other words, we're going to keep
on fighting, just as you did, to show the world
why the United States of America is still the
greatest nation on Earth.

Thank you very much, everybody. God bless
you. God bless the United States of America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:04 p.m. in
the Rose Garden at the White House. In his
remarks, he referred to Spc. Nicholas Colgin,
USA, 82d Airborne Division; and Jill T. Biden,
wife of Vice President Joe Biden.

Statement on the Presidential Election in Liberia

November 7, 2011

The Liberian people will go to the polls to-
morrow to elect the next President of Liberia.
This historic vote is an opportunity for Liberi-
ans to strengthen the country’s democracy
and to deepen its peace, prosperity, and na-
tional unity. We encourage all voters of all po-
litical preferences to exercise their universal
right to participate in the democratic process.
All Liberians should have the ability to exer-
cise this right without fear of violence or in-
timidation.

Liberia has taken important steps to consoli-
date its democracy since the end of its civil
war. Those gains must not be set back by indi-
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viduals who seek to disrupt the political pro-
cess. The international community will hold
accountable those who choose to obstruct the
democratic process. We encourage all security
forces in Liberia to exercise maximum restraint
and to allow peaceful protest. And we com-
mend all that international election observers,
the United Nations Mission in Liberia
(UN-MIL), the Economic Community of
West African States (ECOWAS), and the Libe-
rian people are doing to ensure a free, fair, and
peaceful runoff election.

The United States is deeply committed to its
historic relationship with Liberia and its peo-



ple. We are also deeply committed to the
strength of democracy on the African Conti-
nent. In that spirit, we will continue to strongly
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support the success of a peaceful democratic
process for the Liberian people and the peace
and prosperity of Liberia.

Message to the Congress on Continuation of the National Emergency With

Respect to Iran
November 7, 2011

To the Congress of the United States:

Section 202(d) of the National Emergencies
Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for the auto-
matic termination of a national emergency un-
less, prior to the anniversary date of its declara-
tion, the President publishes in the Federal
Register and transmits to the Congress a notice
stating that the emergency is to continue in ef-
fect beyond the anniversary date. In accor-
dance with this provision, I have sent to the
Federal Register for publication the enclosed
notice stating that the national emergency with
respect to Iran that was declared in Executive
Order 12170 of November 14, 1979, is to con-
tinue in effect beyond November 14, 2011.

Our relations with Iran have not yet re-
turned to normal, and the process of imple-
menting the agreements with Iran, dated Janu-
ary 19, 1981, is still under way. For these rea-
sons, I have determined that it is necessary to
continue the national emergency declared on
November 14, 1979, with respect to Iran, be-
yond November 14, 2011.

BARACK OBAMA

The White House,
November 7, 2011.

NoOTE: The notice is listed in Appendix D at
the end of this volume.

Remarks at an Obama Victory Fund 2012 Fundraiser

November 7, 2011

Well, first of all, let me just thank Dwight
and Toni for your incredible hospitality. I hope
you didn’t cut down the tree just for this event.
[Laughter] I'd feel a little guilty about that. It
looks like it was a nice, big tree. [Laughter]

It’s wonderful to see all of you. I've got some
friends in the room who I've known a very long
time; some people who I'm meeting for the
first time. But to all of you, I appreciate your-
self extending yourselves in this way.

What I want to do is keep my remarks at the
top relatively brief, and then I want to spend
some time just in a conversation with you and
answering some questions and getting your
feedback.

We are at a point in our history, as Dwight
indicated, that I think is as important, if not
more important, than where we were back in
2008. I'm obviously a little grayer than I was
then. I've got some bumps and bruises from

some tough political battles in this town. But
what we’ve been able to accomplish over the
last 3 years I'm extraordinary proud of.

We were able to prevent America from go-
ing into a great depression. We were able to,
after a series of quarterly GDP reports that
were the worst that we’ve seen since the Great
Depression, reverse it and get the economy to
grow again. We've seen 20 straight months of
consecutive job growth. We were able to pass
health insurance reform, Wall Street reform,
end “don’t ask, don’t tell,” end the war in Iraq,
the list goes on.

And sometimes when Valerie and I come
out of a meeting we have to remind ourselves
of some of the stuff we’ve done because you
lose track after 3 years. And so I'm very proud
of our track record. But what is absolutely true
is that huge swaths of the country are still hurt-
ing. A lot of people are still struggling out
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