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As part of this, we’re going to require that
drug companies let us know earlier about the
potential for drug shortages so that we can re-
spond successfully. We’re going to make sure
that if we find out that prices are being driven
up because shortages are being made worse by
manipulations of companies or distributors,
that we are making sure that we stop those
practices. We’re going to further empower the
FDA and the Department of Justice to investi-
gate any kinds of abuses that would lead to
drug shortages.

So there’s a combination of tools that are go-
ing to be contained in this Executive order
that can make sure that lifesaving drugs are
available, and if we start seeing shortages, that
we’re able to catch those ahead of time so that
Bonnie doesn’t have to try to scramble as a
pharmacy manager, and Jay obviously doesn’t
have to scramble as a patient.

This is something that needs to be done. I
want to thank the leadership of both our FDA
administrator and our Health and Human Ser-
vices Secretary for having done outstanding
work in preparing this Executive order. And
again, I still urge Congress to move forward
and build on this Executive order so that we

can provide even more tools for our agencies.
And I want to thank Bonnie and Jay for being
here and for helping inspire us to get this done.

All right. With that I’m going to sign this
bill—or this Executive order—excuse me.

[At this point, the President signed the Execu-
tive order.]

The President. There you go. Thank you
very much, everybody. Appreciate it.

President’s Meeting With Quartet Representa-
tive to the Middle East Tony Blair

Q. Tony Blair—can you tell us anything
about the meeting with Tony Blair this morn-
ing?

The President. I enjoyed our meeting with
Tony Blair.

Thank you. Thank you, guys.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:50 p.m. in
the Oval Office at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Margaret A. Hamburg,
Commissioner, Food and Drug Administra-
tion. The Executive order is listed in Appendix
D at the end of this volume.

Statement on the Presidential Election in Kyrgyzstan
October 31, 2011

I congratulate the people and Government
of Kyrgyzstan for yesterday’s democratic and
peaceful Presidential election. In casting their
ballots, the Kyrgyz people have taken an im-
portant and courageous step on the path of de-
mocracy and demonstrated their commitment
to an orderly and open transition of power. I
commend President Otunbaeva for her leader-
ship and for her dedication to a vision of peace-

ful, democratic change. I also congratulate the
many Kyrgyz leaders in Government and civil
society who worked to realize this moment of
promise. The people of Kyrgyzstan will have a
partner in the United States as they undertake
the hard work of building upon the democratic
gains of the past 18 months and realizing a
democratic, prosperous, and just future for all
Kyrgyz citizens.

Remarks on Signing a Proclamation Establishing the Fort Monroe National
Monument and an Exchange With Reporters
November 1, 2011

The President. Well, one of the great plea-
sures of this job, but also one of my responsi-
bilities, is making sure that we are preserving

our Nation’s treasures so that they can be en-
joyed by our children, our grandchildren, our
great-grandchildren. And over the years, over a

226-381_text_CX.pdf   555 9/16/15   12:03 PM


		Superintendent of Documents
	2022-01-26T09:14:03-0500
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




