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Too many people are out there hurting for us
to sit around and doing nothing.

And we are not a people who just sit around
and wait for things to happen. We’re Ameri-
cans, we make things happen. We fix prob-
lems. We meet our challenges. We don’t hold
back, and we don’t quit. And that’s the spirit
we need right now.

So, Denver, let’s go out and meet the mo-
ment. Let’s do the right thing, and let’s go once

again show the world just why it is the United
States of America is the greatest nation on Earth.

God bless you. God bless the United States
of America. Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:25 a.m. at
the Auraria Event Center. In his remarks, he
referred to Mahala Greer, student, University
of Colorado Denver; and his mother-in-law
Marian Robinson.

Statement on the Observance of Diwali
October 26, 2011

Today, here in America and around the
world, Hindus, Jains, Sikhs, and some Bud-
dhists will celebrate the holiday of Diwali,
the festival of lights. Many who observe this
holiday do so by lighting the diya, or lamp,
which symbolizes the victory of light over
darkness and knowledge over ignorance. I
was proud to be the first President to mark
Diwali and light the diya at the White House,
and last year, Michelle and I were honored to

join in Diwali celebrations during our visit to
India.

Diwali is a time for gathering with family and
friends and—as we experienced in India—cele-
brating with good food and dancing. It is also a
time for contemplation and prayer that serves as a
reminder of our obligations to our fellow human
beings, especially the less fortunate. To all who
are observing this sacred holiday here and around
the world, happy Diwali and Saal Mubarak.

Statement on Representative John W. Olver’s Decision Not To Seek Reelection
October 26, 2011

In the Statehouse and Congress, John Olver
has proudly served the people of Massachu-
setts for over 40 years. He has fought tirelessly
for a cleaner environment, modern infrastruc-
ture, more affordable housing, and more ac-

cessible health care. Michelle and I join the
people of Massachusetts in thanking Congress-
man Olver for his service, and we wish John,
his wife Rose, and daughter Martha the very
best in the future.

Remarks Prior to a Meeting With Prime Minister Petr Necas of the Czech
Republic and an Exchange With Reporters
October 27, 2011

President Obama. I want to extend a heart-
felt welcome to Prime Minister Necas and his
delegation. This gives me a chance to return
the hospitality that the Czech people have pro-
vided me on the two occasions that I’ve had an
opportunity to visit. I’ve always been someone
who not only wanted to visit, but—wanted to
visit the Czech Republic, but also because I
come from Chicago. We’ve got a lot of people

who are originally from the Czech Republic,
and they’ve made enormous contributions to
our country as well.

Let me say first at the top, the Prime Minis-
ter just came from Brussels, where he was part
of the negotiations around the euro zone crisis.
I’m glad to see that progress was made in the
recent meetings. I think it is a important first
step. We’ve seen that, although it’s very
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complicated, obviously the countries of the eu-
ro zone and all of Europe are committed to the
European project and are intent on making
sure that it continues.

So we’ve seen that the message that they are
going to deal with this in a serious way has
calmed markets all around the world. It will
help lay the predicate for long-term economic
growth not only in Europe, but around the
world. The key now is to make sure that it is
implemented fully and decisively, and I have
great confidence in the European leadership to
make that happen.

With respect to the relationship between
the United States and the Czech Republic, it
continues to be strong. The Czech Republic is
one of our greatest allies and has provided the
kind of support and cooperation on both secu-
rity and nonsecurity issues that is a mark of a
true ally. As a fellow NATO member, we have
consistently reaffirmed our article 5 commit-
ment that says that an attack on any one of us is
an attack on all of us and that we have to make
sure that we continue to have the kind of
strong mutual defense posture that’s required.
And the Czech Republic has reflected that
commitment in the extraordinary efforts it has
made in Afghanistan, for which we are deeply
appreciative.

I will tell you that when you talk to Ameri-
can commanders in Afghanistan and you ask
them who are some of our best and most effec-
tive partners, they consistently say the Czech
Republic. And so we are very grateful for their
contributions, and we are going to be working
and collaborating with them as we move into a
transition process where we increasingly make
sure that Afghans are taking the security lead
in their country.

We also are going to have an opportunity to
discuss a range of economic and commercial
ties and issues. We want to continue to deepen
our relationship around research and develop-
ment, around civil nuclear power, around how
we can strengthen trade between our two
countries. And so overall, I think it’s fair to say
that, although the relationship between the
United States and the Czech Republic eco-
nomically is very strong, it can always be stron-

ger. And we’re going to look for additional op-
portunities for collaboration.

Finally, let me just say that the Czechs con-
tinue to inspire the world with their own tran-
sition from being behind the Iron Curtain to
freedom and democracy. And so their strong
stance on issues of human rights and democra-
cy and freedom around the world is extraordi-
narily important. And I know the Prime Minis-
ter is committed to making sure that the Czech
Republic continues to send a signal around the
world, whether it’s in the wake of the Arab
Spring or other countries where freedom and
democracy have not yet been achieved, that
they are able to continue to set a great example
and provide the kind of leadership and techni-
cal assistance that’s so important for many of
these countries.

So overall, Mr. Prime Minister, I want to
thank you for your leadership not only in our
bilateral relations, but the Czech Republic’s
leadership in many multilateral fora. We want
to welcome you, and I hope that you enjoy
your stay here.

Prime Minister Necas. Thank you. Thank
you, Mr. President, for your kind words. Thank
you for your hospitality you have shown to me
and to my delegation.

We are indeed allies in numerous endeavors
in Europe and around the world. We are to-
gether in Afghanistan. We are ready to work
together on the process of transition in this
country.

We are preparing NATO summit in Chica-
go, in Mr. President’s hometown, and also, a
city with many Czech connections.

It will be necessary to create a framework
for keeping our defense capability in the cur-
rent economical situation. I would like to dis-
cuss the issue of the Czech project to create a
special helicopter pilot training center of excel-
lence, as a part of a smart defense initiative
within NATO.

We would like to discuss, of course, the eco-
nomical situation, the situation on both sides of
the Atlantic, vis-a-vis the current crisis of euro
zone, and last but not least, the promotion of
human rights and democracy around the
world.
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We would like to discuss our participation
within Open Government Partnership initia-
tive and, of course, the discussion concerning
Center for Civil Nuclear Cooperation, because
we do appreciate your strong leadership, your
announcement that you’d like to have a vision
of a world without nuclear weapons that was
announced in Prague.

So thank you for your hospitality.
President Obama. Welcome. Thank you so

much. Thank you everybody.

Europe’s Economic Stabilization Efforts/U.S.
Economy

Q. Mr. President, do you think that the deal
in Europe will help prevent another recession?

President Obama. There’s no doubt that it’s
progress. And so the key now is to make sure
that there’s strong follow-up, strong execution

of the plans that have been put forward. But I
was very pleased to see that the leaders of Eu-
rope recognize that it is both in Europe’s inter-
est and the world’s interest that the situation is
stabilized. And I think they’ve made significant
progress over the last week. And the key now is
just to make sure that it drives forward in an ef-
fective way.

It will definitely have an impact on us here
in the United States. If Europe is weak, if Eu-
rope is not growing, as our largest trading part-
ner, that’s going to have an impact on our busi-
nesses and our ability to create jobs here in the
United States.

All right, thanks, guys. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:21 p.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House.

Joint Statement by President Barack Obama and Prime Minister Petr Necas
of the Czech Republic
October 27, 2011

Building on the long friendship between our
two countries, we met today to discuss how to
strengthen and deepen our bilateral relation-
ship and to examine how we can increase our
cooperation in promoting common ideals and
interests. The United States and the Czech Re-
public are NATO allies and partners in numer-
ous joint endeavors in Europe and around the
world. We agreed to further develop our rela-
tions in three main areas: security cooperation;
economic and commercial ties, including civil
nuclear energy cooperation; and cooperation
in the promotion of democracy, open govern-
ment and human rights around the world. To-
ward that end, we identified the following
goals: 

• Negotiate and sign a reciprocal defense
procurement agreement

• Establish a center for civil nuclear coop-
eration

• Cooperate in the implementation of the
Open Government Partnership Initia-
tive, which could lead to the establish-

ment of an open government and democ-
racy center in Prague

We discussed other important topics, in-
cluding the global economic situation and en-
ergy security. We confirmed our support for
safe and secure nuclear power, and agreed
that nuclear power is not only important for
ensuring energy security, but also for reach-
ing our goals on reducing carbon emissions.
We reviewed our cooperation in eastern Af-
ghanistan, where our troops operate closely
together in one of the most challenging areas
of the country. We agreed that it will be im-
portant to maintain sufficient forces and
funding during the transition to ensure that
the Afghan National Security Forces are in a
position to assume lead security responsibility
in 2014.

We also reviewed plans for the upcoming
NATO summit in Chicago, where we share the
belief that the Atlantic Alliance needs to adapt
to meet the security challenges of the 21st cen-
tury. We agreed that we need to be more effi-
cient in the use of our defense resources.
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