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Council (TNC) must turn its attention to the
political transition ahead. We look forward
to working with the TNC and an empowered
transitional government as they prepare for
the country’s first free and fair elections.
The Libyan authorities should also continue
living up to their commitments to respect
human rights, begin a national reconciliation

process, secure weapons and dangerous ma-
terials, and bring together armed groups un-
der a unified civilian leadership. As they take
these steps, the United States will continue
our close cooperation with our international
partners and the U.N. Support Mission in
Libya to help advance a stable, democratic
transition.

Statement on the Earthquake in Turkey
October 23, 2011

We have been following reports of the
earthquake in Turkey’s eastern province of Van
with great concern. On behalf of the American
people, I express my deepest condolences to
the families of the victims. Our thoughts and

prayers are with the brave men and women
who are working to bring assistance to this
stricken region. We stand shoulder to shoulder
with our Turkish ally in this difficult time and
are ready to assist the Turkish authorities.

Statement on Elections in Tunisia
October 23, 2011

Today, less than a year after they inspired the
world, the Tunisian people took an important
step forward. I congratulate the millions of Tu-
nisians who voted in the first democratic elec-
tions to take place in the country that changed
the course of history and began the Arab
Spring. Just as so many Tunisian citizens pro-
tested peacefully in streets and squares to claim
their rights, today they stood in lines and cast

their votes to determine their own future. Now
Tunisia begins the hard work of forming an in-
terim government, drafting a new Constitution,
and charting a democratic course that meets the
aspirations of all Tunisians. The United States
reaffirms its commitment to the Tunisian peo-
ple as they move toward a democratic future
that offers dignity, justice, freedom of expres-
sion, and greater economic opportunity for all.

Remarks at a Democratic National Committee Fundraiser in Las Vegas, Nevada
October 24, 2011

The President. Hello, Vegas! Thank you.
Thank you so much. It is good to be back in
Las Vegas. It is good to be back in Nevada. I
love coming to Vegas. The only people who
love coming more is my staff. [Laughter] I
would not be surprised if some of them miss
the plane accidentally. [Laughter] But is won-
derful to be with all of you.

I want to especially thank Stephen for the
incredible work that he is doing right now, be-
cause as a consequence of his work, we are go-
ing to see more tourism dollars in Las Vegas,
more tourism dollars in Nevada, more tourism

dollars in the United States of America. So
please give him a big round of applause for all
his efforts.

I see a lot of friends here, folks who have
been with me for a long time. And to all of you,
I just want to say thank you. But I’m here today
not just because I need your help again. I am
here because the country needs your help. I’m
here because if you thought that the last elec-
tion was critical to our future, then I can prom-
ise you that what happens in the coming year is
going to be even more consequential. It’s going
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