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they had beat out—[applause]. Right? They
had beat out 10,000 other applicants from over
90 countries. So I had them over to the Oval
Office, and they explained their projects to me,
and I pretended that I understood. [Laughter]

One of the winners, Shree Bose, did her first
experiment in second grade by trying to turn
spinach blue. [Laughter] In fourth grade, she
built a remote-controlled garbage can. And for
this science fair, at the age of 17, she discov-
ered a promising new way to improve treat-
ment for ovarian cancer—at 17. And she also
told me very matter-of-factly that she’ll be go-
ing to medical school and getting a doctorate,
and I suspect she will do so. [Laughter] She
did not lack confidence. 

And it’s young people like Shree, but also the
people on this stage, who make me incredibly
hopeful about the future. Even at a time of
great uncertainty, their stories remind us that
there are still discoveries waiting to be made
and unlimited potential waiting to be tapped.
All we have to do is encourage it and support it.

So I want to congratulate today’s honorees
for their extraordinary and inspiring work. We
could not be prouder of all of you. 

And now it is my privilege to present the
National Medals of Science and the National
Medals of Technology and Innovation. 

[At this point, the Military Aide to the Presi-
dent read the citations, and the President pre-
sented the medals.]

Well, let’s, please, give one more big round
of applause to the National Medals of Science,
the National Medals of Technology and Inno-
vation. We are very proud of them. And I hope
all the young people who are either watching
or who are here today take inspiration from the
extraordinary work that they do.

I will say that the only problem with these
wonderful awards is my Military Aides really
have to practice reading the citations—[laugh-
ter]—because they are multisyllabic. [Laugh-
ter] But you did good. [Laughter]

All right, with that, I hope everybody enjoys
this wonderful celebration and reception, and
again, thank you so much for helping to make
the world a better place.

Thank you, everybody.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:09 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Peter P. Dervan, Bren
Professor of Chemistry, California Institute of
Technology, husband of medal recipient Jac-
queline K. Barton; and Shree Bose, Lauren
Hodge, and Naomi Shah, winners of the 2011
Google Science Fair. Participating in the cere-
mony were medal recipients Jacqueline K.
Barton, Ralph L. Brinster, Shu Chien, Rudolf
Jaenisch, Peter J. Stang, Richard A. Tapia,
Srinivasa S.R. Varadhan, Rakesh Agrawal, B.
Jayant Baliga, C. Donald Bateman, Yvonne C.
Brill, and Michael F. Tompsett.

The President’s Weekly Address
October 22, 2011

This week, we had two powerful reminders
of how we’ve renewed American leadership in
the world. I was proud to announce that, as
promised, the rest of our troops in Iraq will
come home by the end of this year. And in Lib-
ya, the death of Muammar Qadhafi showed
that our role in protecting the Libyan people
and helping them break free from a tyrant was
the right thing to do.

In Iraq, we’ve succeeded in our strategy to
end the war. Last year, I announced the end of
our combat mission in Iraq. We’ve already re-

moved more than 100,000 troops, and Iraqi
forces have taken full responsibility for the se-
curity of their own country. Thanks to the ex-
traordinary sacrifices of our men and women in
uniform, the Iraqi people have the chance to
forge their own future. And now the rest of our
troops will be home for the holidays.

In Libya, our brave pilots and crews helped
prevent a massacre, save countless lives, and
give the Libyan people the chance to prevail.
Without putting a single U.S. servicemember
on the ground, we achieved our objectives.
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Soon our NATO mission will come to a suc-
cessful end, even as we continue to support the
Libyan people and people across the Arab
world who seek a democratic future.

These successes are part of the larger story.
After a decade of war, we’re turning the page
and moving forward with strength and confi-
dence. The drawdown in Iraq allowed us to re-
focus on Afghanistan and achieve major victo-
ries against Al Qaida and Usama bin Laden. As
we remove the last of our troops from Iraq,
we’re beginning to bring our troops home from
Afghanistan.

To put this in perspective, when I took of-
fice, roughly 180,000 troops were deployed in
these wars. By the end of this year, that num-
ber will be cut in half and an increasing num-
ber of our troops will continue to come home.

As we end these wars, we’re focusing on our
greatest challenge as a nation: rebuilding our
economy and renewing our strength at home.
Over the past decade, we spent a trillion dol-
lars on war, borrowed heavily from overseas,
and invested too little in the greatest source of
our national strength, our own people. Now,
the nation we need to build is our own.

We have to tackle this challenge with the
same urgency and the same unity that our

troops brought to their fight. That’s why we
have to do everything in our power to get our
economy moving again. That’s why I’m calling
on Congress to pass the “American Jobs Act,”
so we can rebuild our country—our schools,
our roads, our bridges—and put our veterans,
construction workers, teachers, cops, and fire-
fighters back to work. And that’s why I hope all
of us can draw strength from the example of
our men and women in uniform.

They’ve met their responsibilities to Ameri-
ca. Now it’s time to meet ours. It’s time to
come together and show the world why the
United States of America remains the greatest
source for freedom and opportunity that the
world has ever known.

NOTE: The address was recorded at approxi-
mately 3:55 p.m. on October 21 in the Diplo-
matic Reception Room at the White House for
broadcast on October 22. In the address, the
President referred to Col. Muammar Abu
Minyar al-Qadhafi, former leader of Libya,
who was killed near Sirte, Libya, on October
20. The transcript was made available by the
Office of the Press Secretary on October 21,
but was embargoed for release until 6 a.m. on
October 22. 

Statement on the Death of Crown Prince Sultan bin Abd al-Aziz Al Saud of
Saudi Arabia
October 22, 2011

It was with great regret that I learned of the
passing of Crown Prince Sultan bin Abd al-Aziz
of Saudi Arabia. As Minister of Defense and
Aviation for almost 50 years, Crown Prince Sul-
tan dedicated himself to the welfare and securi-
ty of his people and country and was a valued
friend of the United States. He was a strong

supporter of the deep and enduring partnership
between our two countries forged almost seven
decades ago in the historic meeting between
President Roosevelt and King Abd al-Aziz Al
Saud. On behalf of the American people, I ex-
tend my deepest condolences to King Abdallah,
the royal family, and the people of Saudi Arabia.

Statement on Libya’s Declaration of Liberation
October 23, 2011

On behalf of the American people, I congrat-
ulate the people of Libya on today’s historic dec-
laration of liberation. After four decades of bru-
tal dictatorship and 8 months of deadly conflict,

the Libyan people can now celebrate their free-
dom and the beginning of a new era of promise.

Now that the fighting in Libya has
reached an end, the Transitional National
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