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October 21, 2011

Good afternoon, everybody. As a candidate
for President, I pledged to bring the war in
Iraq to a responsible end, for the sake of our
national security and to strengthen American
leadership around the world. After taking of-
fice, T announced a new strategy that would
end our combat mission in Iraq and remove all
of our troops by the end of 2011.

As Commander in Chief, ensuring the suc-
cess of this strategy has been one of my highest
national security priorities. Last year, I an-
nounced the end to our combat mission in
Iraq. And to date, we’ve removed more than
100,000 troops. Iraqis have taken full responsi-
bility for their country’s security.

A few hours ago, I spoke with Iraqi Prime
Minister Maliki. I reaffirmed that the United
States keeps its commitments. He spoke of the
determination of the Iraqi people to forge their
own future. We are in full agreement about
how to move forward.

So today I can report that, as promised, the
rest of our troops in Iraq will come home by
the end of the year. After nearly 9 years, Amer-
ica’s war in Iraq will be over.

Over the next 2 months, our troops in
Irag—tens of thousands of them—will pack up
their gear and board convoys for the journey
home. The last American soldier [soldiers]
will cross the border out of Iraq with their
held—heads held high, proud of their success,
and knowing that the American people stand
united in our support for our troops. That is
how America’s military efforts in Iraq will end.

But even as we mark this important mile-
stone, we're also moving into a new phase in
the relationship between the United States and
Iraq. As of January 1 and in keeping with our
strategic framework agreement with Iraq, it
will be a normal relationship between sover-
eign nations, an equal partnership based on
mutual interests and mutual respect.

In today’s conversation, Prime Minister Ma-
liki and T agreed that a meeting of the Higher
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Coordinating Committee of the strategic
framework agreement will convene in the
coming weeks. And I invited the Prime Minis-
ter to come to the White House in December,
as we plan for all the important work that we
have to do together. This will be a strong and
enduring partnership. With our diplomats and
civilian advisers in the lead, we’ll help Iragis
strengthen institutions that are just, represen-
tative, and accountable. We’ll build new ties of
trade and of commerce, culture and education
that unleash the potential of the Iraqi people.
We'll partner with an Iraq that contributes to
regional security and peace, just as we insist
that other nations respect Iraq’s sovereignty.

As I told Prime Minister Maliki, we will con-
tinue discussions on how we might help Iraq
train and equip its forces, again, just as we of-
fer training and assistance to countries around
the world. After all, there will be some difficult
days ahead for Iraq, and the United States will
continue to have an interest in an Iraq that is
stable, secure, and self-reliant. Just as Iraqis
have persevered through war, I'm confident
that they can build a future worthy of their his-
tory as a cradle of civilization.

Here at home, the coming months will be an-
other season of homecomings. Across America,
our service men and women will be reunited with
their families. Today I can say that our troops in
Iraq will definitely be home for the holidays.

This December will be a time to reflect on
all that we've been though in this war. T'll join
the American people in paying tribute to the
more than 1 million Americans who have
served in Iraq. We'll honor our many wounded
warriors and the nearly 4,500 American patri-
ots—and their Iragi and coalition partners—
who gave their lives to this effort.

And finally, T would note that the end of war
in Iraq reflects a larger transition. The tide of
war is receding. The drawdown in Iraq allowed
us to refocus our fight against Al Qaida and
achieve major victories against its leadership,
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including Usama bin Laden. Now, even as we
remove our last troops from Iraq, we're begin-
ning to bring our troops home from Afghani-
stan, where we've begun a transition to Afghan
security in [and] leadership. When I took of-
fice, roughly 180,000 troops were deployed in
both these wars. And by the end of this year
that number will be cut in half. And make no
mistake: It will continue to go down.

Meanwhile, yesterday marked the definitive
end of the Qadhafi regime in Libya. And there
too, our military played a critical role in shap-
ing a situation on the ground in which the Lib-
yan people can build their own future. Today,
NATO is working to bring this successful mis-
sion to a close.

So to sum up, the United States is moving
forward from a position of strength. The long
war in Iraq will come to an end by the end of
this year. The transition in Afghanistan is mov-
ing forward, and our troops are finally coming
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Welcome, everybody. Please have a seat. It is
a great pleasure to be with so many outstanding
innovators and inventors. And I'm glad we could
convince them all to take a day off—[laugh-
ter]—to accept our Nation’s highest honor when
it comes to inventions and innovation, and that is
the National Medals of Science and the National
Medals of Technology and Innovation.

It’s safe to say that this is a group that makes
all of us really embarrassed about our old sci-
ence projects. [Laughter] You know, the volca-
no with the stuff coming out—{laughter]—with
the baking soda inside. Apparently, that was not
a cutting-edge achievement—{[laughter]—even
though our parents told us it was really terrific.

But thanks to the men and women on the
stage, we are one step closer to curing diseases
like cancer and Parkinson’s. Because of their
work, soldiers can see the enemy at night and
grandparents can see the pictures of their
grandchildren instantly and constantly. Planes
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home. As they do, fewer deployments and
more time training will help keep our military
the very best in the world. And as we welcome
home our newest veterans, we'll never stop
working to give them and their families the
care, the benefits, and the opportunities that
they have earned.

This includes enlisting our veterans in the
greatest challenge that we now face as a nation:
creating opportunity and jobs in this country.
Because after a decade of war, the nation that
we need to build—and the nation that we will
build—is our own, an America that sees its
economic strength restored just as we've re-
stored our leadership around the globe.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:49 p.m. in
the James S. Brady Press Briefing Room at the
White House.

Medal of Science and the National

are safer, satellites are cheaper, and our energy
grid is more efficient, thanks to the break-
throughs that they have made.

And even though these folks have not
sought out the kind of celebrity that lands you
on the cover of People magazine, the truth is
that today’s honorees have made a bigger dif-
ference in our lives than most of us will ever
realize. When we fill up our cars, talk on our
cell phones, or take a lifesaving drug, we don’t
always think about the ideas and the effort that
made it all possible. We don’t always ask our-
selves how many sleepless nights went by and
how many family dinners were sacrificed. But
the folks behind me, they know. They worked
those long nights. They made those sacrifices.
They took on those challenges and ran those
experiments and devoted their lives to expand-
ing the reach of human understanding.

And that’s why we recognize them today.
Because America has always been a place
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