Administration of Barack Obama, 2011 / Oct. 20

Statement on the Terrorist Attack in Cukurca, Turkey

October 19, 2011

The United States strongly condemns this
morning’s outrageous terrorist attack against
Turkey, one of our closest and strongest allies.
On behalf of the American people, I offer my
condolences to the families of the victims and
to all of the Turkish people.

The United States will continue our strong
cooperation with the Turkish Government as it
works to defeat the terrorist threat from the

PKK and to bring peace, stability, and prosperity
to all the people of southeast Turkey. The peo-
ple of Turkey, like people everywhere, deserve
to live in peace, security, and dignity. As they
pursue the future they deserve, they will contin-
ue to have a friend and ally in the United States.

NOTE: The statement referred to the PKK, the
Kurdistan Workers’ Party.

Message to the Congress on Continuation of the National Emergency With
Respect to Significant Narcotics Traffickers Centered in Colombia

October 19, 2011

To the Congress of the United States:

Section 202(d) of the National Emergencies
Act, 50 U.S.C. 1622(d), provides for the auto-
matic termination of a national emergency un-
less, prior to the anniversary date of its declara-
tion, the President publishes in the Federal
Register and transmits to the Congress a notice
stating that the emergency is to continue in ef-
fect beyond the anniversary date. In accor-
dance with this provision, I have sent to the
Federal Register for publication the enclosed
notice stating that the emergency declared
with respect to significant narcotics traffickers
centered in Colombia is to continue in effect
beyond October 21, 2011.

The circumstances that led to the declaration
on October 21, 1995, of a national emergency
have not been resolved. The actions of signifi-
cant narcotics traffickers centered in Colombia
continue to pose an unusual and extraordinary

threat to the national security, foreign policy,
and economy of the United States and cause an
extreme level of violence, corruption, and harm
in the United States and abroad. For these rea-
sons, I have determined that it is necessary to
maintain economic pressure on significant nar-
cotics traffickers centered in Colombia by
blocking their property and interests in proper-
ty that are in the United States or within the
possession or control of United States persons
and by depriving them of access to the U.S.
market and financial system.

BARACK OBAMA

The White House,
October 19, 2011.

NOTE: The notice is listed in Appendix D at
the end of this volume.

Remarks on the Death of Former Leader Muammar Abu Minyar al-Qadhafi

of Libya
October 20, 2011

Good afternoon, everybody. Today the Gov-
ernment of Libya announced the death of
Muammar Qadhafi. This marks the end of a
long and painful chapter for the people of Lib-

ya, who now have the opportunity to deter-
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mine their own destiny in a new and democrat-
ic Libya.

For four decades, the Qadhafi regime ruled
the Libyan people with an iron fist. Basic hu-
man rights were denied. Innocent civilians
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were detained, beaten, and killed, and Libya’s
wealth was squandered. The enormous poten-
tial of the Libyan people was held back, and
terror was used as a political weapon.

Today we can definitively say that the Qad-
hafi regime has come to an end. The last major
regime strongholds have fallen. The new Gov-
ernment is consolidating the control over the
country. And one of the world’s longest serving
dictators is no more.

One year ago, the notion of a free Libya
seemed impossible. But then the Libyan peo-
ple rose up and demanded their rights, and
when Qadhafi and his forces started going city
to city, town by town, to brutalize men, women,
and children, the world refused to stand idly by.

Faced with the potential of mass atrocities
and a call for help from the Libyan people, the
United States and our friends and allies stopped
Qadhalfi’s forces in their tracks. A coalition that
included the United States, NATO, and Arab
nations persevered through the summer to pro-
tect Libyan civilians. And meanwhile, the cou-
rageous Libyan people fought for their own fu-
ture and broke the back of the regime.

So this is a momentous day in the history of
Libya. The dark shadow of tyranny has been
lifted. And with this enormous promise, the
Libyan people now have a great responsibility:
to build an inclusive and tolerant and demo-
cratic Libya that stands as the ultimate rebuke
to Qadhafi’s dictatorship. We look forward to
the announcement of the country’s liberation,
the quick formation of an interim Govern-
ment, and a stable transition to Libya’s first
free and fair elections. And we call on our Lib-
yan friends to continue to work with the inter-
national community to secure dangerous mate-
rials and to respect the human rights of all Lib-
yans, including those who have been detained.

Now, we're under no illusions. Libya will
travel a long and winding road to full democra-
cy. There will be difficult days ahead. But the
United States, together with the international
community, is committed to the Libyan peo-
ple. You have won your revolution. And now
we will be a partner as you forge a future that
provides dignity, freedom, and opportunity.
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For the region, today’s events prove once
more that the rule of an iron fist inevitably
comes to an end. Across the Arab world, citi-
zens have stood up to claim their rights. Youth
are delivering a powerful rebuke to dictator-
ship, and those leaders who try to deny their
human dignity will not succeed.

For us here in the United States, we are re-
minded today of all those Americans that we lost
at the hands of Qadhafi’s terror. Their families
and friends are in our thoughts and in our prayers.
We recall their bright smiles, their extraordinary
lives, and their tragic deaths. We know that noth-
ing can close the wound of their loss, but we stand
together as one Nation by their side.

For nearly 8 months, many Americans have
provided extraordinary service in support of
our efforts to protect the Libyan people and to
provide them with a chance to determine their
own destiny. Our skilled diplomats have
helped to lead an unprecedented global re-
sponse. Our brave pilots have flown in Libya’s
skies, our sailors have provided support off
Libya’s shores, and our leadership at NATO
has helped guide our coalition. Without put-
ting a single U.S. servicemember on the
ground, we achieved our objectives, and our
NATO mission will soon come to an end.

This comes at a time when we see the
strength of American leadership across the
world. We've taken out Al Qaida leaders, and
we've put them on the path to defeat. We're
winding down the war in Iraq and have begun
a transition in Afghanistan. And now, working
in Libya with friends and allies, we’ve demon-
strated what collective action can achieve in
the 21st century.

Of course, above all, today’s—belongs to the
people of Libya. This is a moment for them to
remember all those who suffered and were lost
under Qadhafi and look forward to the promise
of a new day. And I know the American people
wish the people of Libya the very best in what
will be a challenging but hopeful days, weeks,
months, and years ahead.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:07 p.m. in the
Rose Garden at the White House.
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