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that deploying these U.S. Armed Forces fur-
thers U.S. national security interests and for-
eign policy and will be a significant contribu-
tion toward counter-LRA efforts in central
Africa.

On October 12, the initial team of U.S. mil-
itary personnel with appropriate combat
equipment deployed to Uganda. During the
next month, additional forces will deploy, in-
cluding a second combat-equipped team and
associated headquarters, communications,
and logistics personnel. The total number of
U.S. military personnel deploying for this
mission is approximately 100. These forces
will act as advisors to partner forces that have
the goal of removing from the battlefield Jo-
seph Kony and other senior leadership of the
LRA. Our forces will provide information, ad-
vice, and assistance to select partner nation
forces. Subject to the approval of each respec-
tive host nation, elements of these U.S. forces
will deploy into Uganda, South Sudan, the
Central African Republic, and the Democrat-
ic Republic of the Congo. The support pro-
vided by U.S. forces will enhance regional ef-
forts against the LRA. However, although the
U.S. forces are combat-equipped, they will

only be providing information, advice, and as-
sistance to partner nation forces, and they will
not themselves engage LRA forces unless
necessary for self-defense. All appropriate
precautions have been taken to ensure the
safety of U.S. military personnel during their
deployment.

I have directed this deployment, which is
in the national security and foreign policy in-
terests of the United States, pursuant to my
constitutional authority to conduct U.S. for-
eign relations and as Commander in Chief
and Chief Executive. I am making this report
as part of my efforts to keep the Congress
fully informed, consistent with the War Pow-
ers Resolution (Public Law 93–148). I appre-
ciate the support of the Congress in this ac-
tion.

Sincerely,

BARACK OBAMA

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to John A.
Boehner, Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives, and Daniel K. Inouye, President pro
tempore of the Senate.

The President’s Weekly Address
October 15, 2011

I’m here in Detroit visiting workers at a GM
plant in the heart of a resurgent American auto
industry, and I brought a guest with me, Presi-
dent Lee of South Korea.

We’re here because this week Congress
passed landmark trade agreements with coun-
tries like Korea and assistance for American
workers that will be a big win for our economy.
These trade agreements will support tens of
thousands of American jobs. And we’ll sell more
Fords, Chevys, and Chryslers abroad, stamped
with three proud words: Made in America.

So it was good to see Congress act in a bi-
partisan way on something that will help create
jobs at a time when millions of Americans are
still out of work and need them now. But that’s
also why it was so disappointing to see Senate
Republicans obstruct the “American Jobs Act,”

even though a majority of Senators voted yes to
advance this jobs bill.

We can’t afford this lack of action, and there
is no reason for it. Independent economists say
that this jobs bill would give the economy a
jumpstart and lead to nearly 2 million new
jobs. Every idea in the jobs bill is the kind of
idea both parties have supported in the past.

The majority of the American people sup-
port the proposals in this jobs bill. And they
want action from their elected leaders to create
jobs and restore some security for the middle
class right now. You deserve to see your hard
work and responsibility rewarded, and you cer-
tainly deserve to see it reflected in the folks
you send to Washington.

But rather than listen to you and put folks
back to work, Republicans in the House spent
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the past couple of days picking partisan ideo-
logical fights. They’re seeing if they can roll
back clean air and water protections. They’re
stirring up fights over a woman’s right to make
her own health care choices. They’re not fo-
cused on the concrete actions that will put peo-
ple back to work right now.

Well, we’re going to give them another chance.
We’re going to give them another chance to
spend more time worrying about your jobs than
keeping theirs.

Next week, I’m urging Members of Con-
gress to vote on putting hundreds of thousands
of teachers back in the classroom, cops back on
the streets, and firefighters back on the job.
And if they vote no on that, they’ll have to tell
you why. They’ll have to tell you why teachers
in your community don’t deserve a paycheck
again. They’ll have to tell your kids why they
don’t deserve to have their teacher back.
They’ll have to tell you why they’re against
commonsense proposals that would help fami-
lies and strengthen our communities right now
and in the long term.

In the coming weeks, we’ll have them vote
on the other parts of the jobs bill: putting con-
struction workers back on the job rebuilding
our roads and bridges, providing tax cuts for

small businesses that hire our veterans, making
sure that middle class families don’t see a tax
hike next year and that the unemployed and
our out-of-work youth have a chance to get
back in the workforce and earn their piece of
the American Dream.

That’s what’s at stake: putting people back
to work, restoring economic security for the
middle class, rebuilding an economy where
hard work is valued and responsibility is re-
warded, an economy that’s built to last. And
I’m going to travel all over the country over the
next few weeks so that we can remind Con-
gress that that’s the most important thing. Be-
cause there’s still time to create jobs and grow
our economy right now. There’s still time for
Congress to do the right thing. We just need to
act.

Thanks.

NOTE: The address was recorded at approxi-
mately 2:40 p.m. on October 14 in the assem-
bly line area at the General Motors Orion As-
sembly Plant in Lake Orion, MI, for broadcast
on October 15. The transcript was made avail-
able by the Office of the Press Secretary on
October 14, but was embargoed for release un-
til 6 a.m. on October 15.

Remarks at a Dedication Ceremony for the Martin Luther King, Jr. Memorial
October 16, 2011

Thank you very much. Thank you. Please be
seated.

An earthquake and a hurricane may have
delayed this day, but this is a day that would
not be denied.

For this day, we celebrate Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr.’s return to the National Mall. In this
place, he will stand for all time among monu-
ments to those who fathered this Nation and
those who defended it, a Black preacher with no
official rank or title who somehow gave voice to
our deepest dreams and our most lasting ideals,
a man who stirred our conscience and thereby
helped make our Union more perfect.

Now, Dr. King would be the first to remind
us that this memorial is not for him alone. The
movement of which he was a part depended on

an entire generation of leaders. Many are here
today, and for their service and their sacrifice,
we owe them our everlasting gratitude. This is
a monument to your collective achievement.

Some giants of the civil rights movement—
like Rosa Parks and Dorothy Height, Benjamin
Hooks, Reverend Fred Shuttlesworth—
they’ve been taken from us these past few
years. This monument attests to their strength
and their courage, and while we miss them
dearly, we know they rest in a better place.

And finally, there are the multitudes of men
and women whose names never appear in the
history books: those who marched and those
who sang, those who sat in and those who
stood firm, those who organized and those who
mobilized, all those men and women who
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