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that’s helped save this plant and these 17,050
jobs—1,750 jobs.

So on a larger scale, the closer economic
ties between the United States and Korea are
going to lead to more jobs, more opportunity
for both nations. Already, Korean invest-
ment—and by the way, it’s not just in the auto
industry. Already, Korean investment is creat-
ing jobs here in Michigan, with LG Chem
planning to make lithium and ion batteries in
Holland, Michigan, and Hyundai manufactur-
ing suspension modules in Detroit, and Man-
do opening a new research and development
center for brakes and steering in Novi. In Ko-
rea, American businesses are going to be pur-
suing those same investments and opportuni-
ties. So it’s truly a win-win for everybody in-
volved.

So I just want to say thank you to President
Lee for his cooperation and for his leadership.
I want to thank the Members of Congress who
fought so hard to get this done, especially the
delegation from this State. I want to especially
thank the people of Detroit for proving that
despite all the work that lies ahead, this is a city
where a great American industry is coming
back to life and the industries of tomorrow are
taking root, and a city where people are dream-

Letter to Congressional Leaders on
Forces to Central Africa
October 14, 2011

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)

For more than two decades, the Lord’s Re-
sistance Army (LRA) has murdered, raped,
and kidnapped tens of thousands of men,
women, and children in central Africa. The
LRA continues to commit atrocities across
the Central African Republic, the Democrat-
ic Republic of the Congo, and South Sudan
that have a disproportionate impact on re-
gional security. Since 2008, the United States
has supported regional military efforts to
pursue the LRA and protect local communi-
ties. Even with some limited U.S. assistance,
however, regional military efforts have thus
far been unsuccessful in removing LRA lead-
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ing up ways to prove all the skeptics wrong and
write the next proud chapter in the Motor
City’s history.

And that’s why I came here today. Because
for every cynic that’s out there running around
saying it can’t be done, there are a whole
bunch of folks that are saying, “Yes, we can.”

Yes, times are tough. Times are tough, and
they’ve been tougher in Detroit than just about
anyplace else. But we've made it through
tough times before. We do not quit. We've
rolled up our sleeves. We remembered our
history. And we said to ourselves there’s noth-
ing that we cannot do when we’re willing to do
it together. You are all a testimony to the
American spirit. These cars are a testimony to
the American spirit. And if we can take that
same spirit and apply it across the board to all
the challenges we face, there is nothing that we
cannot do.

God bless you, and God bless the United
States of America. Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:10 p.m. In his
remarks, he referred to Minister of Foreign Af-
fairs and Trade Kim Sung-hwan of South Ko-
rea. President Lee spoke in Korean, and his re-
marks were translated by an interpreter.

Deployment of United States Armed

er Joseph Kony or his top commanders from
the battlefield. In the Lord’s Resistance Ar-
my Disarmament and Northern Uganda Re-
covery Act of 2009, Public Law 111-172, en-
acted May 24, 2010, the Congress also ex-
pressed support for increased, comprehen-
sive U.S. efforts to help mitigate and
eliminate the threat posed by the LRA to ci-
vilians and regional stability.

In furtherance of the Congress’s stated
policy, I have authorized a small number of
combat-equipped U.S. forces to deploy to
central Africa to provide assistance to region-
al forces that are working toward the removal
of Joseph Kony from the battlefield. I believe



that deploying these U.S. Armed Forces fur-
thers U.S. national security interests and for-
eign policy and will be a significant contribu-
tion toward counter-LRA efforts in central
Africa.

On October 12, the initial team of U.S. mil-
itary personnel with appropriate combat
equipment deployed to Uganda. During the
next month, additional forces will deploy, in-
cluding a second combat-equipped team and
associated headquarters, communications,
and logistics personnel. The total number of
U.S. military personnel deploying for this
mission is approximately 100. These forces
will act as advisors to partner forces that have
the goal of removing from the battlefield Jo-
seph Kony and other senior leadership of the
LRA. Our forces will provide information, ad-
vice, and assistance to select partner nation
forces. Subject to the approval of each respec-
tive host nation, elements of these U.S. forces
will deploy into Uganda, South Sudan, the
Central African Republic, and the Democrat-
ic Republic of the Congo. The support pro-
vided by U.S. forces will enhance regional ef-
forts against the LRA. However, although the
U.S. forces are combat-equipped, they will

The President’s Weekly Address
October 15, 2011

I'm here in Detroit visiting workers at a GM
plant in the heart of a resurgent American auto
industry, and I brought a guest with me, Presi-
dent Lee of South Korea.

We're here because this week Congress
passed landmark trade agreements with coun-
tries like Korea and assistance for American
workers that will be a big win for our economy.
These trade agreements will support tens of
thousands of American jobs. And we’ll sell more
Fords, Chevys, and Chryslers abroad, stamped
with three proud words: Made in America.

So it was good to see Congress act in a bi-
partisan way on something that will help create
jobs at a time when millions of Americans are
still out of work and need them now. But that’s
also why it was so disappointing to see Senate
Republicans obstruct the “American Jobs Act,”
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only be providing information, advice, and as-
sistance to partner nation forces, and they will
not themselves engage LRA forces unless
necessary for self-defense. All appropriate
precautions have been taken to ensure the
safety of U.S. military personnel during their
deployment.

I have directed this deployment, which is
in the national security and foreign policy in-
terests of the United States, pursuant to my
constitutional authority to conduct U.S. for-
eign relations and as Commander in Chief
and Chief Executive. I am making this report
as part of my efforts to keep the Congress
fully informed, consistent with the War Pow-
ers Resolution (Public Law 93-148). T appre-
ciate the support of the Congress in this ac-
tion.

Sincerely,

BARACK OBAMA

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to John A.
Boehner, Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives, and Daniel K. Inouye, President pro
tempore of the Senate.

even though a majority of Senators voted yes to
advance this jobs bill.

We can’t afford this lack of action, and there
is no reason for it. Independent economists say
that this jobs bill would give the economy a
jumpstart and lead to nearly 2 million new
jobs. Every idea in the jobs bill is the kind of
idea both parties have supported in the past.

The majority of the American people sup-
port the proposals in this jobs bill. And they
want action from their elected leaders to create
jobs and restore some security for the middle
class right now. You deserve to see your hard
work and responsibility rewarded, and you cer-
tainly deserve to see it reflected in the folks
you send to Washington.

But rather than listen to you and put folks
back to work, Republicans in the House spent
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