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justice for all,” and with responsibilities to each
other as well as to ourselves. And right now
we've got to meet those responsibilities in this
time of great challenge.

There’s some folks in Congress who may
think, well, you know what, we’ll just settle this
all in next year’s election. I've got news for
them, the next election is 13 months away. The
American people don’t want to sit and wait.
They need help now. There are folks living
paycheck to paycheck. There are folks living
week to week. They need action. They need
action now.

So I need you to lift up your voices, help us
out. Tell Congress: Pass this bill. And once we
get this bill passed—and we're just going to
stay on it. And if they don’t vote for it today,
we're going to stay on it until they vote for
something. We're going to keep pushing.

And I'm going to need you to help us finish
what we started in 2008. Let’s keep building an
America that we can be assured gives every-
body opportunity. Everybody gets a fair shake.
Everybody gets their fair share.

Audience member. Si, se puede!

The President. Si, se puede! We're not peo-
ple who just sit there and watch things happen;
we make things happen. We’re Americans. We
are tougher than the times we live in, and
we're sure a lot better than the politics we've
been seeing.

We’re a people who can write our own desti-
ny. And we can do it again, as long as all of you
have that same sense of urgency we had in
2008. Let’s meet this moment. Let’s get to
work. Let’s remind everybody all around the
world just why it is that the United States of
America is the greatest country on Earth.

God bless you. God bless the United States
of America. Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 6:03 p.m. at the
Sheraton Orlando Downtown Hotel. In his re-
marks, he referred to Alan H. Ginsberg, chief
executive officer, the CED Companies; Mark
NeJame, founder and senior partner, NeJame,
LaFay, Jancha, Ahmed, Barker, Joshi and
Moreno, P.A.; Dwight D. Howard, Jr., center,
National Basketball Association’s Orlando
Magic; President Lee Myung-bak of South Ko-
rea; and Warren E. Buffett, chief executive of-
ficer and chairman, Berkshire Hathaway Inc.
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The President. Hello, everybody! Oh, it is
good to see all of you, although I can’t see
much with that light. First of all, I am just so
grateful to John and Ultima for opening up
their extraordinary home. Give them a big
round of applause.

I want to thank your outstanding mayor,
Buddy Dyer, who's in the house. I want to
thank all the cohosts of this extraordinary
event. We also have Congresswoman Corrine
Brown who is here. Thank you, Corrine.

Now, the reason I came here is because I'm
trying to resolve the NBA lockout. [Laughter]
So I don’t know who I need to talk to. [Inaudi-
ble]—I don’t know if you've got some clout or
who it is, but we need our basketball. [Laughter]

The last time that John and Ultima hosted
me, I was actually still in the United States
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Senate. And they could not have been more
gracious at that time, and I've been in love with
Orlando ever since. But obviously, this area,
like the rest of the country, is going through
some very challenging times right now. We
have just gone through the worst recession
since the Great Depression, the worst financial
crisis since the 1930s. And as a result, there are
a whole bunch of folks who are hurting out
there. Before I came here, I was actually at a
little pub downtown——

Audience member. Amen.

The President. right across—[laugh-
ter]—I saw you in there too. [Laughter] And I
was with a group of plumbers and pipefitters,
construction workers. They had worked on the
Amway Center. They had worked on the new
veterans hospital that’s going up. But a lot of




them now were out of work, and one of them
had lost their home. A couple of them were in
the process of losing their health care, because
it turns out if you don’t work enough hours,
even if you're in a union, that you end up losing
your health care benefits, and you—or at least
you have to pay for them yourself, and a lot of
these guys couldn’t afford it.

And it was a good reminder: As blessed as so
many of us are, that there’s a big chunk of the
country right now that's hurting. And I hear
from them every day, and I see folks all across
the country who have had to close down a busi-
ness that had been in their family for years or
somebody has lost their home and they're try-
ing to figure out how long they can stay with
their brother or their sister, with their whole
family. And people who send out résumé after
résumé for months now, and they're still not
able to find a job.

And so for those of us who, I think, in 2008,
decided that we needed to bring about change,
I want everybody here to understand that 2008
was just the beginning and we now have to fin-
ish what we started in 2008. We have to finish
what we started. We knew then that the chal-
lenges were immense, that we had gone
through a decade in which ordinary people’s
wages and incomes hadn’t gone up while the
cost of everything from college to health care
had risen. We knew then that the health care
system was broken and we had millions of peo-
ple without health care. We knew then that we
didn’t have an energy policy in this country.
We knew then that too many jobs were being
shipped overseas and not enough were taking
root here in the United States of America. We
knew then that our education system wasn’t
where it needed to be. We knew then that we
were in a war in Iraq that we probably
shouldn’t have been in in the first place.

And so we, over the last 3 years, have tried
to address some of those challenges that we
understood existed back in 2008. And we knew
that just as those problems weren't created
overnight, we weren’t going to solve them
overnight. But we’ve made extraordinary prog-
ress. The war in Iraq has come to a close, and
we’ve already brought 100,000 troops back.
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Audience member. Awesome!

The President. We have finally gotten a
health care law in place that promises not only
to provide 30 million more people insurance
across this country, but also makes sure that
the insurance you have is more secure.

We ended a practice where huge Govern-
ment subsidies were going to the banks for stu-
dent loans, took $60 billion out of that subsidy
to apply to make sure that college was more af-
fordable for young people all across the coun-
try.

We have appointed judges all across the
country who understand the importance of
keeping the doors of justice open to everybody
who is—[applause]—and by the way, the most
diverse Federal appointees that we've ever
seen. That includes, by the way, two outstand-
ing women on the Supreme Court.

Audience member. [Inaudible]

The President. He would have to take a real-
ly big pay cut. [Laughter]

We’ve been able to pass Wall Street reform
to make sure that we don’t get caught in the
same kind of crisis that occurred back in 2008
when Lehman went under, and we aren’t go-
ing to see taxpayer-funded bailouts of the sort
that we’ve seen in the past.

And so we’'ve made enormous progress, but
we’ve got a lot more work to do. And the only
way we're going to be able to make that prog-
ress is if I've got your support.

Audience member. Four more years!

The President. If I've got your support. Now,
keep in mind, the election is 13 months away.
And in the meantime, the American people
can’t wait for action. And that’s why for the last
month what I've been spending most of my
time on is trying to nudge, cajole, push, shove
Congress to do its job and to pass a jobs bill
that can start putting construction workers
back to work and put teachers back in the
classroom and rebuild our infrastructure—our
roads, our bridges, our water mains, our sewer
systems—rebuild our schools so that we’ve got
the best education possible for us kids.

This is a bill that is paid for. I won’t lie to
you. It asks some of you to do a little bit more
than you've done in the past. But here is the
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extraordinary thing. When you talk to people
who have been incredibly blessed by this coun-
try, and there are a lot of people here who
started out with not much—and I'm in that
category—except good parents and folks who
push you, and somehow, we've ended up
achieving the American Dream. I think every
one of us is willing to do a little bit more to
make sure that America is the kind of place
where the next generation is going to enjoy the
same opportunities we did.

And so what we've said is, look, we can bring
down the deficit. We can put people back to
work. We're going to make some cuts in pro-
grams that don’t work so that we can fund the
things that do. We can rebuild this country.
We can invest in basic research and science
that will lead to the kind of innovations that
have always made this country great. And we
can maintain a social safety net so that our se-
niors are secure and their Medicare is still in
place and Social Security is still available. We
can do all those things, but what we need is not
a “no, we can’t” attitude. We need a “yes, we
can” attitude.

And there are some folks in Congress right
now who seem to believe that their job is to fig-
ure out how to keep their job, instead of
spending time thinking about how more Amer-
icans can get a job. And that attitude that sees
everything through the lens of the next elec-
tion, that puts party ahead of country, that atti-
tude has to end. And that’s people are so frus-
trated about when they think about Washing-
ton.

So the challenge we have now is to maintain
the same kind of energy, the same kind of en-
thusiasm, the same hopefulness that we had in
2008. And that’s not always going to be easy
because, let’s face it, back in 2008, it was sort
of lightning in a bottle. There was huge excite-
ment, and I wasn’t as gray. Everybody had
those “Hope” posters and all that stuff. And it
was cool to be an Obama supporter, because it
was new and fresh. And now everybody looks
and says: “We see him on TV all the time. He is
looking old and worn out.” Everybody still
loves Michelle, though, the First Lady of the
United States.
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Audience member. And the girls.

The President. And the girls, and Bo—and
Bo.

Audience member. And you.

Audience member. And you!

The President. But the point is that in 2008,
I hope you got involved not just because it was
trendy, but because you shared with me a vi-
sion of an America in which everybody has a
fair shot and everybody does their fair share,
an America in which the middle class was not
out of reach or people weren’t worried about
falling out of it, but it was the glue that held
this country together. The idea that if you
worked hard and you were responsible, that
you showed up at your job every day and you
looked after your family and you looked after
your community, that that meant that you
could pay your bills and send your kids to col-
lege and take a vacation once in a while and
have a home and retire with some dignity and
respect. That if you played by the rules, that
you were rewarded. And those values are what
we’ve been fighting for. That’s what this whole
process has been about.

And we’re not there yet. Too many folks are
doing the right thing and still falling behind.
And that's what theyre frustrated by. And
that’s what they’re worried about. That’s what
they're scared about and anxious about. And so
I just want everybody here to understand that
that goal, my belief in those values is unwaver-
ing. I am absolutely confident that there is no
problem we have in this country that cannot be
solved if we are working together, if we stick to
it, if we are determined, if we don’t lose hope.

And I'm going to need all of you to spread
that message as you go to your workplaces and
you talk to your friends and your neighbors and
your churches, your synagogues. I need all of
you to insist that that vision we have, an Amer-
ica that is fair and just, where everybody is in-
cluded, that that vision is still possible. It’s not
that far away, but we’re going to have to work
hard to achieve it.

Now, I was mentioning to some of the bas-
ketball players who were here that this is like
the second quarter, maybe the third, and we've
still got a lot of work to do. But I want every-



body to know I'm a fourth-quarter player. So I
don’t miss my shots in the fourth quarter. So as
long as we’ve got a strong team and everybody
is committed and engaged and involved, we're
not just going to win this election, we are going
to win this election, and then we are also going
to make sure that we rebuild this country.
We're also going to make sure that our infra-
structure is the best in the world once again.
We are once again going to have the most—the
highest rate of college graduates in the world.
We're also going to make sure that we are the
most competitive nation in the world. We are
also going to make sure that we fix a broken
immigration system. We are also going to make
sure that we deal with neighborhoods all across
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the country that are impoverished and where
too many kids are giving up hope. We are also
going to make sure that we are respected
around the world not just for our military
might, but for our values and for the things
that we stand for.

We have a lot of work to do, but if you're
with me, I guarantee you we’re going to make
it happen. So God bless you. God bless the
United States of America, everybody. Thank
you. Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:31 p.m. at the
residence of John and Ultima Morgan. Audio
was not available for verification of the content
of these remarks.

Remarks at the White House Forum on American Latino Heritage
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Hello, everybody! Thank you so much.
Thank you, everybody. Everybody, please have
a seat. Well, welcome to Washington. It is an
honor to be here with so many leaders and
thinkers who've come together for one reason:
to celebrate Latino culture and honor the con-
tributions that so many Latinos have made—
and continue to make—to our Nation.

I want to begin by thanking Sergeant First
Class Petry for that introduction. Three
months ago, I was honored to present Sergeant
Petry with our Nation’s highest military deco-
ration, the Medal of Honor. And we are so
proud of him. He is an inspiration to all of us.
And he is the latest in a long line of Latino he-
roes to wear America’s uniform. So I was men-
tioning to him that I went to Walter Reed this
week and—to visit some of our wounded war-
riors, and a number of them remarked on how
they had had a chance to meet Sergeant Petry.
He had gone by to talk to some of those guys.
And seeing him in uniform, proud, doing what
he does, inspired them and made them certain
that they were going to pull through. And so
that’s the kind of effect he’s having on people
each and every day. And we're really proud of
him. So thank you very much. Thank you.

I also want to recognize the Members of
Congress who are here. I want to thank my

dear friend and outstanding Secretary of the
Interior, Ken Salazar, for organizing this fo-
rum. Whenever Ken is asked how long his an-
cestors have been in this country, he says, “Oh,
about 400 years.” [Laughter] So his roots go
way back, just like I know many of yours do.

And that’s what today is all about. Diversity
has always been America’s strength. We are
richer because of the men and women and
children who’ve come to our shores and joined
our Union. And we are better off because of
the ideas that they’ve brought and the differ-
ence that they’ve made and the impact they've
had on our lives.

And nowhere is that more true than with the
Latino community. Right now there are 54
million Americans of Latino descent, one-sixth
of our population: our neighbors, our cowork-
ers, our family, our friends. You've helped us
build our cities, grow our economy, defend our
country. And today, for the first time in history,
there is a Latina in my Cabinet and a Latina on
the bench of the highest court in the land. Hil-
da Solis is doing an outstanding job.

Now, this forum is about celebrating that
heritage, because too often the achievements
of Latinos go unrecognized. And there are
achievements that have been hard won. We
know life hasn’t always been easy for Latinos in
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