our two countries. And, again, we are very ap-
preciative of the leadership you've shown dur-
ing what’s been a very difficult time.

President Lobo. Thank you so much, Mr.
President. It is indeed a very high honor for me
to be here in the White House today. I want to
state very emphatically that this is a great op-
portunity to celebrate the friendship between
our peoples. It’s also an occasion in which we
are reaffirming the permanent gratitude that
we have for your friendship, for the permanent
assistance we have received from the United
States, and very especially because at a time of
great crisis you were there to help, and you
were there to help us restore the family that is
our Nation.

I began my administration bringing together
all the forces that make up Honduran society.
And what I have tried to establish is unity and
reconciliation in my country.

We are on the road, as you said, Mr. Presi-
dent, to a number of things. We have returned
to the Organization of American States, and in
fact, I was able to visit that organization yester-
day. It was a very warm visit. It was a wonder-
ful occasion.

We have reaffirmed our democratic voca-
tion. We have reaffirmed the road to democra-
cy that we are on and that we will continue on.
We will be opening even more spaces for our
people to be able to express themselves. We
have already created spaces within our repre-
sentative democracy, but we will continue to
do that so that there is evermore direct partici-
pation from our people in all levels of society.
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That is a road weve started on, and we will
continue down that path.

The enormous challenge we face is that of
crime and drug trafficking. But we have good
friends, like you, who have helped us in the
past, who continue to help us. And your words
today, Mr. President, are a reaffirmation of
that good friendship and that good support
that we receive from you, and we hope we will
have that in the future.

I also want to say to you again today that we
will continue to respect human rights and do
everything we can to build on what we have al-
ready done in that area. We know that there
are some areas in which we have weaknesses
we need to work on: The investigation of such
crimes is one of those. But we hope to be able
to get help from the United States on that so
that we can overcome the hurdles we have in
this respect, and we are able to find those peo-
ple who are guilty of violations of human
rights.

So we are on the road to reconciliation. Next
year, our political parties will be holding their
primaries. And in 2013, we will be holding our
general election, and so we will be complying
with our Constitution for a man or woman to
be elected President every 4 years.

President Obama. All right. Thank you, ev-
erybody.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:55 p.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. President Lo-
bo spoke in Spanish, and his remarks were
translated by an interpreter.

Statement on the Death of Fred L. Shuttlesworth

October 5, 2011

Michelle and I were saddened to hear about
the passing of Reverend Fred Shuttlesworth
today. As one of the founders of the Southern
Christian Leadership Conference, Reverend
Shuttlesworth dedicated his life to advancing
the cause of justice for all Americans. He was a
testament to the strength of the human spirit.
And today, we stand on his shoulders and the
shoulders of all those who marched and sat and
lifted their voices to help perfect our Union.

AUTHENTICATED
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GPO

I will never forget having the opportunity
several years ago to push Reverend Shut-
tlesworth in his wheelchair across the Ed-
mund Pettus Bridge, a symbol of the sacri-
fices that he and so many others made in the
name of equality. America owes Reverend
Shuttlesworth a debt of gratitude, and our
thoughts and prayers are with his wife
Sephira and their family, friends, and loved
ones.
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Statement on the Death of Steven P. Jobs

October 5, 2011

Michelle and I are saddened to learn of the
passing of Steve Jobs. Steve was among the
greatest of American innovators: brave enough
to think differently, bold enough to believe he
could change the world, and talented enough
to do it.

By building one of the planet’s most suc-
cessful companies from his garage, he exempli-
fied the spirit of American ingenuity. By mak-
ing computers personal and putting the Inter-
net in our pockets, he made the information
revolution not only accessible, but intuitive and
fun. And by turning his talents to storytelling,
he has brought joy to millions of children and

The President’s News Conference
October 6, 2011

The President. Good morning, everybody. I
will take your questions in a second. But first, I
just want to say a few words about the econo-
my.

Next week, the Senate will vote on the
“American Jobs Act.” And I think by now I've
made my views pretty well known. Some of
you are even keeping a tally of how many times
I've talked about the “American Jobs Act.” And
the reason I keep going around the country
talking about this jobs bill is because people re-
ally need help right now. Our economy really
needs a jolt right now.

This is not a game; this is not the time for
the usual political gridlock. The problems Eu-
rope is having today could have a very real ef-
fect on our economy at a time when it’s already
fragile. But this jobs bill can help guard against
another downturn if the situation in Europe
gets any worse. It will boost economic growth;
it will put people back to work.

And by the way, this is not just my belief.
This is what independent economists have
said, not politicians, not just people in my ad-
ministration. Independent experts who do this
for a living have said this jobs bill will have a
significant effect for our economy and for mid-
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grownups alike. Steve was fond of saying that
he lived every day like it was his last. Because
he did, he transformed our lives, redefined en-
tire industries, and achieved one of the rarest
feats in human history: He changed the way
each of us sees the world.

The world has lost a visionary. And there
may be no greater tribute to Steve’s success
than the fact that much of the world learned of
his passing on a device he invented. Michelle
and I send our thoughts and prayers to Steve’s
wife Laurene, his family, and all those who
loved him.

dle class families all across America. And what
these independent experts have also said is that
if we don’t act, the opposite will be true. There
will be fewer jobs; there will be weaker growth.

So as we look towards next week, any Sena-
tor out there who’s thinking about voting
against this jobs bill when it comes up for a
vote, needs to explain exactly why they would
oppose something that we know would im-
prove our economic situation at such an urgent
time for our families and for our businesses.

Congressional Republicans say one of the
most important things we can do is cut taxes.
Then they should love this plan. This jobs bill
would cut taxes for virtually every worker and
small business in America. If you're a small-
business owner that hires someone or raises
wages, you would get another tax cut. If you
hire a veteran, you get a tax cut. Right now
there’s a small business in Ohio that does high-
tech manufacturing, and they’ve been expand-
ing for the past 2 years. Theyre considering
hiring more, and this tax break would encour-
age them to do it.

Hundreds of thousands of teachers and fire-
fighters and police officers have been laid off
because of State budget cuts. This jobs bill has
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