
Oct. 4 / Administration of Barack Obama, 2011

1216

who gets appointed to the Supreme Court.
They’ll be shaped by what kind of legislation
emerges from Congress. It’s going to be
shaped by how our national conversation goes
about the way forward.

Now, I’m confident that we are going to be
able to win that debate, but I can only win it
with all of you. Two thousand eight was sort of
this weird convergence of everything happen-
ing in a way that was exciting and hopeful. This
one, this election, is going to be much more
just grinding it out. We’re going to have to
work really hard. I’m a little grayer. We’ve
been around the block a few times. And the
American people are tired, and they just want
things to go ahead and get better.

So in that kind of environment, we’re going
to have to provide even more effort than we
did in 2008. I hope you guys are ready for it,
because if you are, then we’re going to win.

And I don’t think we have a choice. I think it’s
that important that we make sure that America
is on a trajectory where middle class families in
this country can continue to believe in the
American Dream and they can continue to be-
lieve that if they work hard they are rewarded
and that being responsible is rewarded and
that regardless of their circumstances, they can
see a path to a better life.

That’s been the essence of America. I don’t
want that to go away. We’ve got to fight for it.
And I hope you’re willing to join me.

Thank you very much, everybody.

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:35 p.m. at the
residence of Thomas S. and Lisa Carnahan. In
his remarks, he referred to Robert G. Clark,
chairman and chief executive officer, Clayco
Inc.; and Rep. J. Russell Carnahan.

Remarks Prior to a Meeting With President Porfirio Lobo Sosa of Honduras
October 5, 2011

President Obama. Well, it’s a pleasure to
welcome President Lobo to the White House,
and this gives us an opportunity to reaffirm the
friendship between the American and the
Honduran people. Not only has Honduras
been a traditionally close partner with the
United States, but the people-to-people rela-
tionship is profound, particularly given the
Honduran-American population that has con-
tributed so much to the growth of our country.

Today also begins a new chapter in the rela-
tionship between our two countries. Two years
ago, we saw a coup in Honduras that threat-
ened to move the country away from democra-
cy, and in part because of pressure from the in-
ternational community, but also because of the
strong commitment to democracy and leader-
ship by President Lobo, what we’ve been see-
ing is a restoration of democratic practices and
a commitment to reconciliation that gives us
great hope.

And President Lobo’s leadership is responsi-
ble not only for helping to restore constitution-
al order and democracy and a commitment to
fair and free elections, but it’s also allowed

Honduras once again to rejoin the Organiza-
tion of American States, and for Hondurans—
the Honduran relationship with its neighbors
to be restored to a normal place. 

Of course, much work remains to be done.
And I’m looking forward to a excellent conver-
sation with President Lobo about how we can
be helpful in ensuring that human rights are
observed in Honduras. We will discuss ways in
which our two countries can work effectively
together to deal with the security situation that
exists not only in Honduras, but throughout
Central America, and how we can cooperate
effectively in preventing the countries of Cen-
tral America from being corrupted and over-
run by the transnational drug trade. And we al-
so will have discussions about how we can con-
tinue to strengthen development in Honduras
and the region so that people have opportuni-
ty, we will see economic growth, see economic
development, and expand trade and further in-
teractions between our two countries.

So, Mr. President, I welcome you. I’m look-
ing forward to a good conversation that will
help to strengthen the relationship between
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our two countries. And, again, we are very ap-
preciative of the leadership you’ve shown dur-
ing what’s been a very difficult time.

President Lobo. Thank you so much, Mr.
President. It is indeed a very high honor for me
to be here in the White House today. I want to
state very emphatically that this is a great op-
portunity to celebrate the friendship between
our peoples. It’s also an occasion in which we
are reaffirming the permanent gratitude that
we have for your friendship, for the permanent
assistance we have received from the United
States, and very especially because at a time of
great crisis you were there to help, and you
were there to help us restore the family that is
our Nation.

I began my administration bringing together
all the forces that make up Honduran society.
And what I have tried to establish is unity and
reconciliation in my country.

We are on the road, as you said, Mr. Presi-
dent, to a number of things. We have returned
to the Organization of American States, and in
fact, I was able to visit that organization yester-
day. It was a very warm visit. It was a wonder-
ful occasion. 

We have reaffirmed our democratic voca-
tion. We have reaffirmed the road to democra-
cy that we are on and that we will continue on.
We will be opening even more spaces for our
people to be able to express themselves. We
have already created spaces within our repre-
sentative democracy, but we will continue to
do that so that there is evermore direct partici-
pation from our people in all levels of society.

That is a road we’ve started on, and we will
continue down that path.

The enormous challenge we face is that of
crime and drug trafficking. But we have good
friends, like you, who have helped us in the
past, who continue to help us. And your words
today, Mr. President, are a reaffirmation of
that good friendship and that good support
that we receive from you, and we hope we will
have that in the future.

I also want to say to you again today that we
will continue to respect human rights and do
everything we can to build on what we have al-
ready done in that area. We know that there
are some areas in which we have weaknesses
we need to work on: The investigation of such
crimes is one of those. But we hope to be able
to get help from the United States on that so
that we can overcome the hurdles we have in
this respect, and we are able to find those peo-
ple who are guilty of violations of human
rights.

So we are on the road to reconciliation. Next
year, our political parties will be holding their
primaries. And in 2013, we will be holding our
general election, and so we will be complying
with our Constitution for a man or woman to
be elected President every 4 years.

President Obama. All right. Thank you, ev-
erybody.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:55 p.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. President Lo-
bo spoke in Spanish, and his remarks were
translated by an interpreter. 

Statement on the Death of Fred L. Shuttlesworth
October 5, 2011

Michelle and I were saddened to hear about
the passing of Reverend Fred Shuttlesworth
today. As one of the founders of the Southern
Christian Leadership Conference, Reverend
Shuttlesworth dedicated his life to advancing
the cause of justice for all Americans. He was a
testament to the strength of the human spirit.
And today, we stand on his shoulders and the
shoulders of all those who marched and sat and
lifted their voices to help perfect our Union.

I will never forget having the opportunity
several years ago to push Reverend Shut-
tlesworth in his wheelchair across the Ed-
mund Pettus Bridge, a symbol of the sacri-
fices that he and so many others made in the
name of equality. America owes Reverend
Shuttlesworth a debt of gratitude, and our
thoughts and prayers are with his wife
Sephira and their family, friends, and loved
ones.

226-381_text_CX.pdf   409 9/16/15   12:03 PM


		Superintendent of Documents
	2022-01-26T09:13:12-0500
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




