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The President. Oh, I appreciate it. Thank
you. That’s what Michelle says. But this elec-
tion wasn’t about me, it wasn’t about one
person. It was about us. It was about what
we could do together. We’ve got to have that
same sense of urgency this time. And if we
do have that same sense of urgency, then, for
all the things we’ve done, we can finish what
we started. We can put people back to work.
We can have an energy policy in this country
that actually makes sense and protects our
environment. We can make sure that we’re
dealing with issues like immigration in a seri-
ous way, not just to try to demagogue it. We
can make sure that we are moving manufac-
turing back here to the United States of
America, putting people back to work mak-
ing things; not just importing things from
other countries, but selling them to other
countries.

We can do all those things. But we’ve got to
have a sense of urgency about it. This is going
to be harder than it was last time, and it
wasn’t easy last time. But I have confidence in
you. And I have confidence in the commit-
ments you’ve made to each other. And if all of
you are willing to keep on going and knock on
doors and make phone calls, and don’t get
weary, I’m going to be with you every step of
the way. And I promise you, we will get
through these difficult times. We will fix our
politics. And we will remind everybody just
why the United States of America is the great-
est country on Earth.

Thank you very much, everybody. God bless
you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 6:39 p.m. at the
Renaissance Grand Hotel. In his remarks, he
referred to Warren E. Buffett, chief executive
officer and chairman, Berkshire Hathaway Inc.
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It is good to be back in the Midwest. There
is a lot of foolishness going on on the East
Coast. [Laughter] So I had to get back to my
roots.

It is wonderful to be with all of you. Bob,
thanks for everything that you’ve done, includ-
ing, by the way, fixing some of the lighting in
the White House—[laughter]—which we very
much appreciate.

To the Carnahans, thank you for the incred-
ible hospitality. What a wonderful greeting. I
have a soft spot for anybody who’s got daugh-
ters. [Laughter] So—and you guys have your
hands full. [Laughter] But they are gorgeous.
To all of you who helped to pull this evening
together, I’m extraordinarily grateful.

I’m going to be very brief at the top, because
I want to spend most of the time just in conver-
sation. We’ve got a lot of friends here, people
who I’ve known for a long time who have been
great supporters for a long time.

We’re obviously at a critical junction in our
country’s history. You guys helped to propel
me into office in 2008. We didn’t fully under-

stand at that point how deep this crisis was go-
ing to be. And we now know that in that final
quarter of 2008, when we were still campaign-
ing, that the economy actually shrank by 9 per-
cent. It was the deepest, toughest economic
crisis that we’ve had since the Great Depres-
sion.

So we had to go in and move quickly. And
we did. And because we moved quickly, by the
end of 2010, the economy was growing again.
Because we moved quickly, the auto industry
was safe. Because we moved quickly and effec-
tively, we were able to stem some of the job
loss. And in the meantime, we were able to
keep a bunch of promises that we’d talked
about during the campaign, whether it was get-
ting our troops from Iraq and making sure that
we ended “don’t ask, don’t tell,” to being able
to finally pass health care reform and make
sure that not only were we bringing down costs
over the long term, but also making sure that
people who didn’t have health insurance could
actually have access to coverage.
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So I am extraordinarily proud of the track
record that we’ve established over the last 2½ you guys have a little pull, at least with one
years. But people are still hurting out there,
and times are still tough. And it’s not just here
in the United States, it’s global.

The United States, for all our challenges, is
still looked upon around the world as some-
body who has to help guide this incredible rap-
id change that’s taking place in this 21st-centu-
ry global economy. But we’re not going to be
able to lead as effectively as we need to unless
we make sure that we get things here at home
fixed.

So our immediate task, the thing that’s most
urgent, in my mind and I’m sure in a lot of oth-
er people’s minds, is putting people back to
work, putting America back to work.

And we’ve spent the last month talking
about this “American Jobs Act,” principles, by
the way, and proposals that had historically
been supported by Democrats and Republi-
cans. I don’t know when Republicans decided
they don’t believe in building roads and bridg-
es. [Laughter] I don’t know when they decided
they don’t like tax cuts for small businesses. I
don’t know when they decided that it didn’t
make sense for us to put teachers back in the
classroom. And I’m hoping that when they re-
flect upon it a little bit, they’ll realize that these
are all proposals they’ve supported in the past.

And we’ve also put forward a way to pay for
it that not only puts Americans back to work,
helps avert a potential—another dip in our—
[inaudible]—but also brings down our deficit
and debt in a sustainable way. And it’s paid for
by combining tough cuts—some of which I
wouldn’t be making if we weren’t in such a
tough fiscal situation—with making sure that
people like us in this room, who have been in-
credibly blessed, pay a little bit more and do
our fair share, which is basically the formula
for deficit reduction that every single expert
out there who’s looked at it says is the right
way to go.

So that’s our immediate task. The election is
13 months away; the American people can’t
wait for the next 13 months. They need help
right now. And I’m going to urge everybody
who’s here to help us in mounting this cam-

paign to make sure Congress acts. And I know

Congressman. [Laughter]
But beyond that, this election is actually

going to be even more fundamental, because
it represents a stark, contrasting vision of
where we want to take the country. Do we
want a country that has the best education
system in the world? Then we’re going to
have to reform it, but we’re also going to have
to invest in it. Do we want to make sure that
we have the best infrastructure in the world
that helped to make us an economic super-
power? That means roads and bridges, ports
and dams and locks. But it also means making
sure that we’ve got the best broadband and
wireless in the world. It also means high-
speed rail. It also means having a new-genera-
tion aviation system that can help airlines save
on fuel and help move products and services
more quickly around the country. Or do we
just say we’re going to try to live off the in-
vestments that were made a generation ago or
two generations ago or three generations ago,
that we’ve stopped thinking big about what
we can do as a country?

Are we going to continue to make invest-
ments in science and technology and basic
medical research? Or are we going to starve
that thing that’s been most vital to our techno-
logical ascendancy? Are we going to continue
to have a safety net that is real for the poor and
the vulnerable, but also for middle class fami-
lies all across the country: a retirement system
that works, Social Security that’s solvent, a
Medicare system that provides care for our se-
niors?

Internationally, are we going to lead not just
with our military, but are we also going to lead
with our diplomacy and our vision and the
power of our example? Are we—do we think
that the only way to compete is to strip away
regulations that keep our air and water clean,
that make sure that our workers have safe work
environments? Or do we think that those are
things that we owe to our children and our
grandchildren?

So these are fundamental choices that we’re
going to be making, and they’ll be shaped by
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who gets appointed to the Supreme Court.
They’ll be shaped by what kind of legislation
emerges from Congress. It’s going to be
shaped by how our national conversation goes
about the way forward.

Now, I’m confident that we are going to be
able to win that debate, but I can only win it
with all of you. Two thousand eight was sort of
this weird convergence of everything happen-
ing in a way that was exciting and hopeful. This
one, this election, is going to be much more
just grinding it out. We’re going to have to
work really hard. I’m a little grayer. We’ve
been around the block a few times. And the
American people are tired, and they just want
things to go ahead and get better.

So in that kind of environment, we’re going
to have to provide even more effort than we
did in 2008. I hope you guys are ready for it,
because if you are, then we’re going to win.

And I don’t think we have a choice. I think it’s
that important that we make sure that America
is on a trajectory where middle class families in
this country can continue to believe in the
American Dream and they can continue to be-
lieve that if they work hard they are rewarded
and that being responsible is rewarded and
that regardless of their circumstances, they can
see a path to a better life.

That’s been the essence of America. I don’t
want that to go away. We’ve got to fight for it.
And I hope you’re willing to join me.

Thank you very much, everybody.

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:35 p.m. at the
residence of Thomas S. and Lisa Carnahan. In
his remarks, he referred to Robert G. Clark,
chairman and chief executive officer, Clayco
Inc.; and Rep. J. Russell Carnahan.

Remarks Prior to a Meeting With President Porfirio Lobo Sosa of Honduras
October 5, 2011

President Obama. Well, it’s a pleasure to
welcome President Lobo to the White House,
and this gives us an opportunity to reaffirm the
friendship between the American and the
Honduran people. Not only has Honduras
been a traditionally close partner with the
United States, but the people-to-people rela-
tionship is profound, particularly given the
Honduran-American population that has con-
tributed so much to the growth of our country.

Today also begins a new chapter in the rela-
tionship between our two countries. Two years
ago, we saw a coup in Honduras that threat-
ened to move the country away from democra-
cy, and in part because of pressure from the in-
ternational community, but also because of the
strong commitment to democracy and leader-
ship by President Lobo, what we’ve been see-
ing is a restoration of democratic practices and
a commitment to reconciliation that gives us
great hope.

And President Lobo’s leadership is responsi-
ble not only for helping to restore constitution-
al order and democracy and a commitment to
fair and free elections, but it’s also allowed

Honduras once again to rejoin the Organiza-
tion of American States, and for Hondurans—
the Honduran relationship with its neighbors
to be restored to a normal place. 

Of course, much work remains to be done.
And I’m looking forward to a excellent conver-
sation with President Lobo about how we can
be helpful in ensuring that human rights are
observed in Honduras. We will discuss ways in
which our two countries can work effectively
together to deal with the security situation that
exists not only in Honduras, but throughout
Central America, and how we can cooperate
effectively in preventing the countries of Cen-
tral America from being corrupted and over-
run by the transnational drug trade. And we al-
so will have discussions about how we can con-
tinue to strengthen development in Honduras
and the region so that people have opportuni-
ty, we will see economic growth, see economic
development, and expand trade and further in-
teractions between our two countries.

So, Mr. President, I welcome you. I’m look-
ing forward to a good conversation that will
help to strengthen the relationship between
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