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by trade. As we expand access to other markets
abroad, we need to ensure that American
workers are provided the tools needed to take
advantage of these opportunities and are not
left behind in the global economy.

Approving and implementing the Agreement
is an opportunity to shape history. We must
seize the moment together to support jobs for

the American people today and to sustain U.S.
leadership well into the 21st century. I urge the
Congress to enact this legislation promptly.

BARACK OBAMA

The White House,
October 3, 2011.

Message to the Congress Transmitting Legislation To Implement the United
States-South Korea Free Trade Agreement

October 3, 2011

To the Congress of the United States:

By separate message, I have transmitted to
the Congress a bill to approve and implement
the United States-Korea Free Trade Agree-
ment. In that message, I highlighted new com-
mitments that my Administration, in close co-
ordination with the Congress, successfully ne-
gotiated to provide additional market access
and a level playing field for American auto
manufacturers and workers exporting to Korea.

Herewith I am transmitting the letters ex-
changed between the United States and Korea

that contain those commitments, which further
enhance the most commercially significant
trade agreement the United States has con-
cluded in more than 17 years. The documents
I have transmitted in these two messages con-
stitute the entire United States-Korea trade
agreement package.

BARACK OBAMA

The White House,
October 3, 2011.

Message to the Congress Transmitting the District of Columbia’s Fiscal Year

2012 Budget Request
October 3, 2011

To the Congress of the United States:

Pursuant to my constitutional authority and
as contemplated by section 446 of the District
of Columbia Self-Government and Govern-
mental Reorganization Act as amended in
1989, I am transmitting the District of Co-
lumbia’s 2012 Budget Request Act. This
transmittal does not represent an endorse-
ment of the contents of the D.C. govern-
ment’s requests.
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The proposed 2012 Budget Request Act re-
flects the major programmatic objectives of
the Mayor and the Council of the District of
Columbia. For 2012, the District estimates
total revenues and expenditures of $10.9 bil-
lion.

BARACK OBAMA

The White House,
October 3, 2011.
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Remarks at a Democratic National Committee Fundraiser in Dallas, Texas

October 4, 2011

Thank you so much, everybody. Thank you.
Everybody please have a seat. Oh, it’s good to
be back in Texas.

First of all, T just want to say thank you to
Emmitt Smith, who, the first time we had a big
rally here in Dallas—some of you may remem-
ber, it was a big auditorium, and he had just
won “Dancing With the Stars”—[laughter]—
and he gets up there, and he starts preaching.
And the crowd is roaring, and he is—and I'm
thinking, is there something this guy cannot
do? [Laughter] But he was a great friend then,
at a time when the campaign was still very
much in doubt. He is a great friend now and
obviously one of not only the greatest athletes
of all time, but also just a great citizen to Dal-
las. So give Emmitt Smith a big round of ap-
plause. We are grateful to him.

It is great to be here. We made sure to
schedule this game before the Rangers game.
[Laughter] I will try to wrap up before the first
pitch. In addition, Emmitt, I want to thank you
for sending me Ron Kirk. You guys trained him
well, because he is doing a great job on behalf
of all the American people, making sure that
we've got free trade and fair trade. And he
could not be a better negotiator and a better
advocate.

I want to acknowledge your outstanding new
mayor here in Dallas. Mike Rawlings is here.
Give him a big round of applause. I did not say
anything about the Cowboys when we landed.
[Laughter] And I also want to acknowledge
Texas Democratic State chair, Boyd Richie is
here. So give Boyd a big round of applause.

So I've come here today because I need
your help. I've come here today because we
have to finish what we started in 2008.

Back then—we began this campaign not be-
cause we thought it would be a cakewalk. Ron
and I were remembering—reminiscing a little
bit about when I was still a Senator, traveling
with Ron, and most of the time I was flying
Southwest or American. And Ron got this pri-
vate plane for us to fly down to Houston. And it
was about 100 degrees in July, and it turned

out to be a prop plane, and we were bouncing
all over the place. [Laughter] And Ron was
sweating all—as he is prone to do sometimes.
[Laughter]

We knew that running for President was not
going to be easy. You knew it. You knew it
wasn’'t going to be a cakewalk. After all, you
supported a candidate named Barack Hussein
Obama. [Laughter] That requires a leap of
faith. You didn’t need a poll to know that that
might be challenging. [Laughter] But we
forged ahead because we had an idea about
what this country is and what it can be.

Many of you, many of our parents, many of
our grandparents, we grew up with a faith in an
America where hard work and responsibility
paid off, where if you stepped up, you did your
job, you were loyal to your company, that loyal-
ty would be rewarded with a decent salary and
good benefits, a vacation once in a while, a
raise, a secure retirement.

But over the last decade, that faith has been
shaken. The rules changed. The deck kept be-
ing stacked up against middle class Americans.
And the truth is, nobody in Washington
seemed to be willing or able to do anything
about it.

And so in 2007, all this culminated in a
once-in-a-lifetime economic crisis, crisis that’s
been much worse and much longer than your
average recession. This is something we have
not seen in our lifetimes before.

And from the moment I took office, we
knew that because this crisis had been building
for years, it would take years for us to fully re-
cover. And the question is not today whether
people are still hurting. Of course, they’re still
hurting. Every night I get letters and e-mails
from families who are struggling. Every time I
travel on the road I hear from folks who are
worried. And some of the stories are heart-
breaking: men and women who have had to
close down a small business that’s been in a
family for generations; folks who are crossing
items off their grocery list so that they can fill
up their gas tank and get to work; parents who
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