In his remarks, he referred to musicians
Bruce Hornsby and Chris Cornell; President
Lee Myung-bak of South Korea; Warren E.
Buffett, chief executive officer and chair-
man, Berkshire Hathaway Inc.; and Gov. J.
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Richard Perry of Texas. The transcript was
released by the Office of the Press Secretary
on September 26. Audio was not available
for verification of the content of these re-
marks.
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Thank you, everybody. Thank you. I'm just
letting Zuckerberg know, I'm taking her on the
road. [Laughter] So somebody else is going to
have to manage things while she’s gone.

Thank you so much, Sheryl and David and
the kids, for opening up this beautiful home.
Thank you all for being here tonight.

I don’t want to spend too much time just in
monologue. I want to—I know that one of the
hallmarks of Silicon Valley and the Internet is
that it’s a two-way thing, it’s not just one way.
So I want to make sure that we have a good
conversation. But let me just say a couple of
things off the top.

First of all, many of you have been involved
in my campaign dating back to 2008. Some of
you I'm meeting for the first time. But all of
you have a commitment to a particular vision
of what America should be. Everybody here
believes that the reason America is so special is
because everybody can make it if they try; at
least that’s the ideal that we cling to. We all be-
lieve that education has to be not just the prov-
ince of a few, but a gift for the many, because
that’s not only good for our kids, but that’s
good for our economic future. We're all com-
mitted to innovation and science and a belief
that if you unleash the skills and the talents of
people, that it’s possible for us to create an
economy that is doing well, but where prosper-
ity is also broadly shared. We all believe in an
America where it shouldn’t matter where you
come from or what you look like or who you
love, but rather do you have values and gifts
and talents that youre sharing with other
Americans as citizens.

And those values are going to be tested in
this election: the values of shared prosperity,
being good stewards of the environment, mak-
ing sure that we are investing in our kids, mak-
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ing sure that everybody has a shot. Those val-
ues are going to be tested. And so if 2008 was
an important election, let me tell you, 2012 is
an even more important election, because of
all the reasons that Sheryl noted.

The American people are going through a
very tough time. This is a big transition, and by
the way, it's not unique to America. This is a
global shift that’s taking place. We’ve got a world
that has shrunk and is interconnected and is
more competitive than ever. And every country
out there is trying to adjust and trying to figure
out, how do we make sure we’ve got the best ed-
ucated citizens, and how do we make sure we've
got the most dynamic, innovative economy, and
how are we making sure that we’re investing in
industries of the future like clean energy, and
how do we make certain that in our international
affairs we're projecting power not just based on
our military, but also based on our diplomacy
and the power of our ideas.

And those changes that are taking place are
scary. And given that we've just gone through
the worst financial crisis in our lifetimes—I'm
looking around the room, and I don’t think too
many folks were around back in the 1930s. Just a
guess. [Laughter] Given that so many Americans
are still out there hurting each and every day,
and although we've been able to stabilize the
economy {rom what could have been a worse ca-
tastrophe—we’ve got 9-percent unemployment.
And I get letters every single day from folks who
are losing their homes and seeing their business-
es shut down, not being able to work enough
hours to pay the bills at the end of the month, or
having to defer their retirement in order to
make sure their kids go to college.

Given all the stresses and strains that ordi-
nary folks are feeling and given the fact that
some of the challenges we faced had been
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building up even before this financial crisis
hit—and so the imperatives of having an ener-
gy policy that actually works for America and
frees ourselves from dependence on foreign oil
and improves our economy and makes sure
that our planet doesn’t reach a tipping point in
terms of climate change; a health care system
that is still hugely inefficient; an education sys-
tem that’s not educating enough of our kids;
underinvestment in infrastructure and basic
research—those challenges, those existed even
before this crisis.

Given all that’s happening, if we don’t make
good decisions now, then we may be making a
set of decisions that have dire consequences
for not just this generation, but for many gen-
erations to come. Most of the people under
this tent will be fine, but America won’t reflect
the same ideals and values and possibilities
that we grew up with.

And I don’t know about you, but I believe in
a big, generous, optimistic, tolerant, vibrant,
diverse America, not a cramped vision of what
America can be. But we're going to have to
fight for that vision. It’s not going to be easy.
And the only way that we're going to be suc-
cessful in 2012 is if people feel as much passion
and understand what’s at stake and are willing
to fight for the kind of America they believe in
as we did back in 2008.

I still remember—you were mentioning In-
auguration Day. What I remember is the night
of the election. And we were in Chicago, and it
was a really beautiful night. Everybody has
fond memories of the “Hope” poster and

Oprah crying. [Laughter] But I hope people al-

so remember, I said, “This is not the end, this
is the beginning. This is just the start. And we
didn’t get into this fix overnight, and we're not
going to get out of it overnight. We've got a
steep hill to climb.”

And Sheryl is right, we’ve made enormous
progress over the last 2% years, everything
from making sure 30 million people have
health care who didn’t have it before, to mak-
ing sure that we doubled fuel efficiency stan-
dards on cars, to making sure that we ended
“don’t ask, don’t tell,” to making sure that we
signed into law the basic notion that there
should be equal pay for equal work, to getting
100,000 troops out of Iraq. We've made enor-
mous progress, but we’ve got a lot more work
to do. And I'm ready to do it, but I can only do
it if I've got your help.

So I appreciate you being here tonight. But
understand, just as we were just starting on
election night, I'll tell you what, we're not even
halfway through our journey yet. We've got a
lot more work to do, and I'm going to need all
of you to be willing to join me.

All right, thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:09 p.m. at the
residence of Sheryl K. Sandberg, chief operat-
ing officer, Facebook, Inc., and David B. Gold-
berg. In his remarks, he referred to Mark E.
Zuckerberg, founder and chief executive offi-
cer, Facebook, Inc.; and talk show host Oprah
Winfrey. The transcript was released by the
Office of the Press Secretary on September 26.
Audio was not available for verification of the
content of these remarks.
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LinkedIn Corporation Chief Executive Offi-
cer Jeff Weiner. Good morning, everyone.

Audience member. Yes!

Mr. Weiner. Oh, very nice. [Laughter]
Thank you so much for joining us here today
for a very special town hall discussion on a sub-
ject we all know to be truly important, and

1140

that’s putting America back to work. In just a
moment, I'm going to be introducing a very
special guest, but before I do, just a few brief
introductory remarks.

I think today’s venue, the Computer History
Museum, here in Silicon Valley, is a very fitting
one for our discussion. There’s a number of
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