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us today, the leadership that President Obama
has shown, and showed at the time, have been
of a special value to us all.

There is still much to do, in particular in
paving the way to the G-20 summit in Cannes.
This is our priority; our number-one priority—
let me make this very clear—is to find the path
to growth worldwide.

Lastly, I wish to say to what extent I am sen-
sitive to the boldness, the courage, the intelli-
gence, and the sensitivity of President Obama,
my friend. I liked him before his election, I
liked him once he was elected, and I especially
appreciate him now, when the tough times are
upon us.

And there’s one thing I want to say, perhaps
on a more personal note, and that I really mean
from the bottom of my heart. When things are
as tough as they are right now, when the going

Statement on Armenian National Day
September 21, 2011

On behalf of the American people, I want to
extend my best wishes to all those who are cele-
brating Armenian National Day in Armenia, in
the United States, and around the world. This
20th anniversary of independence and Arme-
nia’s achievements during this time show the

gets as tough as it is right now, it is especially
precious and important to be able to speak to
what is the world’s number-one power, but to
someone who listens, someone who is sensitive
to others, someone who is respectful and aware
of other people’s red lines and prepared to take
them into account, especially at a time when,
as I said, we are facing fresh difficulties, and
we really need, together, to go forward.

[Following the translation of his remarks, Pres-
ident Sarkozy spoke in English.]

President Sarkozy. She speaks like me.
[Laughter]
President Obama. Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:53 p.m. at the
Waldorf-Astoria Hotel.

progress that is possible when people are free
to determine their own destiny. Here in the
United States, we are grateful for the Armenian
Americans who enrich our national life every
day and who help sustain the strong and grow-
ing relationship between our two countries.

Statement on the Iranian Government’s Release of Shane Bauer and Joshua

Fattal
September 21, 2011

I welcome the release of Shane Bauer
and Josh Fattal from detention in Iran and
am very pleased that they are being reunit-
ed with their loved ones. The tireless advo-
cacy of their families over these 2 years has
won my admiration and is now coming to an
end with Josh and Shane back in their arms.
All Americans join their families and friends
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in celebrating their long-awaited return
home.

We are deeply grateful to His Majesty Sul-
tan Qaboos bin Said of Oman, Iraqi President
Jalal Talabani, the Swiss Government, and to
all our partners and allies around the world
who have worked steadfastly over the past 2
years to secure the release of Shane and Josh.
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Message to the Congress on Continuation of the National Emergency With Re-
spect to Persons Who Commit, Threaten To Commit, or Support Terrorism

September 21, 2011

To the Congress of the United States:

Section 202(d) of the National Emergencies
Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for the auto-
matic termination of a national emergency un-
less, prior to the anniversary date of its declara-
tion, the President publishes in the Federal
Register and transmits to the Congress a notice
stating that the emergency is to continue in ef-
fect beyond the anniversary date. In accor-
dance with this provision, I have sent to the
Federal Register for publication the enclosed
notice, stating that the national emergency
with respect to persons who commit, threaten
to commit, or support terrorism is to continue
in effect beyond September 23, 2011.

The crisis constituted by the grave acts of
terrorism and threats of terrorism committed
by foreign terrorists, including the terrorist at-
tacks on September 11, 2001, in New York and
Pennsylvania and against the Pentagon, and
the continuing and immediate threat of further

attacks on United States nationals or the Unit-
ed States that led to the declaration of a na-
tional emergency on September 23, 2001, has
not been resolved. These actions pose a con-
tinuing unusual and extraordinary threat to the
national security, foreign policy, and economy
of the United States. For these reasons, I have
determined that it is necessary to continue the
national emergency declared with respect to
persons who commit, threaten to commit, or
support terrorism, and maintain in force the
comprehensive sanctions to respond to this
threat.

BARACK OBAMA

The White House,
September 21, 2011.

NOTE: The notice is listed in Appendix D at
the end of this volume.

Remarks at the Hilltop Basic Resources, Inc., River Terminal in Cincinnati,

Ohio
September 22, 2011

The President. Hello, Cincinnati! Well, it is
good to see all of you. It is good—it’s good to
be back in Cincinnati. I have to say, I drove by
the Bengals™ practice, and I was scouting out
some plays in case they play the Bears. [Laugh-
ter] Did I hear somebody boo the Bears?

Audience members. Boo! [Laughter]

The President. We've got some folks T just
want to make sure are acknowledged here to-
day. First of all, the Secretary of Transporta-
tion, Ray LaHood’s in the house. Give him a
round of applause. We've got the mayor of the
great city of Cincinnati, Mark Mallory is here.
We've got the mayor of Covington, Mayor
Denny Bowman. Senator Rand Paul is here.

Audience members. Boo!

The President. We—Rand is going to be
supporting bridges, so we got to—[applause].
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And we've got Congressman John Yarmuth in
the house.

Now, it is good to be back. I was just in Co-
lumbus a little while ago, and I figured I
couldn’t get away with not giving Cincinnati a
little bit of love.

I want to thank the good folks at Hilltop
Concrete for having us here today. I especially
want to thank Ron for his introduction.

Companies like Hilltop, construction com-
panies, have been hit harder by this economic
crisis than almost any other industry in Ameri-
ca. And there are millions of construction
workers who are still out there looking for a
job. Theyre ready to work, but things have
been a little tough. Now, that doesn’t mean
that there is not plenty of construction waiting
to get done in this country.
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