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public also were assured, and we recognize the
significance and importance of our alliance.

I was reported that the meeting between
our Foreign Minister Gemba and Secretary of
State Clinton was a very fruitful one, and we
would like to further deepen and enhance the
bilateral alliance between our two countries in
the three major fields of security, economy,
and also the cultural and people-to-people ex-
change.

One worry that I've had is that there is an
emerging concern that once recovering the
economy we might be drawn back into another
recession, and Japan and the United States
must work on the economic growth and the fis-
cal situation at the same time. And you have

the presence of Secretary Geithner here, and
we have to work together at the forum cen-
ters—the G-20 and other multilateral forum—
and to coordinate with each other. And I'm
looking forward to having such discussions
with you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:20 p.m. at
United Nations Headquarters. Prime Minister
Noda referred to Minister of Foreign Affairs
Koichiro Gemba of Japan. Prime Minister No-
da spoke in Japanese, and his remarks were
translated by an interpreter. A portion of these
remarks could not be verified because the au-
dio was incomplete.
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Secretary-General Ban. President Obama,
Excellencies, distinguished heads of state and
government, Your Highnesses, Your Majesties,
distinguished ministers, ladies and gentlemen:
Welcome to the United Nations. Welcome to
our common house.

We are off to a flying start today, I must say.
Thank you, President Obama, for your inspir-
ing oratory, and more, for its vital importance.

As ever, we thank the United States and its
generous people for hosting United Nations
during last 66 years. This is the 66th session.
Let me offer a special word of thanks to New
Yorkers. In the last month, they have faced an
earthquake, then a hurricane, now a perfect
storm of the world’s leaders, creating lot of
traffic jams. [Laughter] And we are very much
grateful for their patience.

Let me say straight off, this is my fifth lunch
with the distinguished leaders of the world, and
I'm very much grateful for your strong support.
In that regard, I am very glad that it is not my
last lunch, and we will have five more lunches
in the coming 5 years. [Applause] Thank you
very much. Taking this opportunity, I would
like to really sincerely express my appreciation
and thanks to all of the heads of state and gov-
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ernment for your strong support. You can count
on me. And it’s a great and extraordinary honor
to serve this great organization.

Mr. President, 50 years ago this week, your
predecessor, President John F. Kennedy, ad-
dressed the General Assembly. He came, he
said, to join with other world leaders, and I
quote, “to look across this world of threats to a
world of peace,” unquote. Looking out upon
the world, we see no shortages of threats. And
closer to home, wherever we might live, we see
the familiar struggles of political life: left ver-
sus right, rich versus poor, and up versus down.
Seldom, however, has the debate been more
emotional or strident; yet seldom has the need
for unity been greater.

We know the challenges. I won’t reprise my
speech, except to say that we do indeed have a
rare and generational opportunity to make a
lasting difference in people’s lives. If there is a
theme in all that has been said today by the
leaders, it would be the imperative of unity,
solidarity in realizing that opportunity. We
must act together. There is no opt-out clause
for global problem-solving. Every country has
something to give in and to gain.
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Excellencies, let me close with a question.
By any chance, do you ever feel that you have
become a slave, you have become a slave of—
to this machine? [Laughter]

[At this point, Secretary-General Ban held up
his mobile phone.]

Somehow, I sense that I'm not alone. I have
seen so many leaders having and speaking over
the phone, even while at the summit meetings.
Thanks to device like this, the world has been
more connected. But let us not mistake—mis-
understand that with being united. Being con-
nected depends on technology. Being united
depends on us: on leaders, on institutions, and
on the decisions you make.

We have come a long way since last year.
Outside this building, the new flags of South-
ern Sudan and Libya proudly wave in the
September breeze. And today I am very
pleased to recognize the presence of South-
ern Sudan President, His Excellency Salva Ki-
ir, who came to New York for the first time af-
ter their independence, and President of Na-
tional Transitional Council of Libya, His Ex-
cellency Abdul Jalil, who received very strong
support yesterday. And they will continue to
receive such support. Let us give them a big
applause.

We can be proud of the firm stand we took
for freedom and democracy in Cote d’Ivoire,
North Africa, and elsewhere. We can be
proud of the many lives we saved, the hungry
people we fed, the children we helped to
grow up healthy and strong. And we can do
more to make the Arab Spring a season of
hope for all, to put the sustainable back into
development, to prevent the crises before
they explode.

And so, distinguished heads of state and
government, Excellencies, Your Majesties, let
us raise a glass to clarity of vision, to unity of
purpose, to a common resolve for action, to the
United Nations, and to continued success of
each and every heads of state and government
present here.

Thank you very much. Cheers.

President Obama. Cheers.

Administration of Barack Obama, 2011 / Sept. 21

[Secretary-General Ban offered a toast. ]

Secretary-General Ban. Cheers.

President Obama. Cheers.

Secretary-General Ban. Cheers. Thank you.
Cheers.

President Obama. Good afternoon, every-
one. These lunches come right after my re-
marks to the General Assembly, so I've already
spoken too long. [Laughter] I just—as the host
of the United Nations, I want to welcome all of
you. In particular, though, I want to cite Secre-
tary-General Ban for his extraordinary leader-
ship. As you begin your second term, I want to
take this opportunity to thank you, not just for
your leadership, but also for your lessons in life.

As we all know, the Secretary-General is a
very modest man, but he’s led a remarkable
life. Born into World War II, as a young boy in
the middle of the Korean war having to flee
the fighting with his family, just as his home
country has risen, so he has risen to leadership
on the world stage.

A lot of us are envious of him because, in
running for a second term, he ran unop-
posed—[laughter]—and he won unanimously.
[Laughter] T'm still trying to learn what his
trick is. [Laughter]

But, Secretary-General, that fact reflects the
high esteem with which all of us hold you and
your leadership. And I want to quote some-
thing that you said when you began your new
term: “We live in a new era where no country
can solve all challenges and where every coun-
try could be part of the solution.” I could not
agree more. Today, we see the difference
you’ve made in Cote d’Ivoire, in Sudan, in Lib-
ya, in confronting climate change and nuclear
safety, in peacekeeping missions that save lives
every single day.

So we want to salute you. We want to salute
those who serve in U.N. missions around the
world, at times, at great risk to themselves. We
give them their mandate, but it is they who risk
their lives—and give their lives—so people can
live in peace and dignity.

So I want to propose a toast: To the leader
who, every day, has to work hard to try to unite
nations, and to all the men and women who
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sustain it, especially those brave humanitarians
in blue helmets. In an era of great tumult and
great change, let all of us be part of the solution.

[President Obama offered a toast. ]

Secretary-General Ban. Thank you very much.
President Obama. Cheers.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:54 p.m. at
United Nations Headquarters.

Remarks at the Clinton Global Initiative Annual Meeting in New York City
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Thank you very much. Thank you. It is won-
derful to be here today. It is wonderful to see
so many do-gooders all in one room. [Laugh-
ter] And our do-gooder-in-chief, Bill Clinton,
thank you for not only the gracious introduc-
tion, but the extraordinary work that he has
been doing each and every day. You are tire-
less, and we are proud of what you've been do-
ing.

gI want to thank the outstanding team here at
CGI: the CEO Bob Harrison, Deputy Director
Ed Hughes, all the dedicated staff. And al-
though she is not part of CGI, she’s certainly
part of what makes Bill so successful—some-
one who he does not get to see enough because
of me—(laughter]—but I'm grateful that he’s
not bitter about it. [Laughter] She’s one of the
best Secretaries of State that we’ve ever had,
Hillary Clinton.

Now, this is the third time that I've been
here. Last year, I was the warmup act for Mi-
chelle. [Laughter] 1 just gave a big speech at
the U.N. this morning, and so I will not subject
you to another one. I wanted to stop by for two
reasons.

First, I want to express my appreciation for
the extraordinary work that has been done by
CGI. It’s been said that “no power on Earth
can stop an idea whose time has come.” And as
you know, when Bill Clinton sees an idea out
there, he—there’s no stopping him. CGI was
an idea whose time had come. And thanks to
his relentless determination—but also, I think
he’d agree, thanks to, most importantly, your
commitments—you’ve created new hope and
opportunity for hundreds of millions of people
in nearly 200 countries. Think about that, hun-
dreds of millions of people have been touched
by what you’ve done. That doesn’t happen very
often.
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That’s the other thing I want to talk about.
Around the world, people are still reeling from
the financial crisis that unfolded 3 years ago
and the economic pain that followed. And this
morning at the United Nations, I talked about
the concerted action that the world needs to
take right now to right our economic ship.

But we have to remember, America is still
the biggest economy in the world. So the single
most important thing we could do for the glob-
al economy is to get our own economy moving
again. When America is growing, the world is
more likely to grow. And obviously, that’s the
number-one issue on the minds of every Amer-
ican that I meet. If they haven’t been out of
work since the recession began, odds are they
know somebody who has. They feel as if the
decks have been stacked against them. They
don’t feel as if hard work and responsibility pay
off anymore, and they don’t see that hard work
and responsibility reflected either in Washing-
ton or, all too often, on Wall Street. They just
want to know that their leaders are willing to
step up and do something about it.

So as President Clinton mentioned, that’s
why I put forward the “American Jobs Act,”
not as a silver bullet that will solve all our prob-
lems, but it will put more people back to work.
It will put more money into the pockets of
working people. And that’s what our economy
needs right now.

It hires teachers and puts them back in the
classroom. It hires construction workers, puts
them out rebuilding an infrastructure that has
deteriorated, and we know that that’s part of
our economic success historically. It puts our
veterans back to work, after having served
overseas, then coming home and not being
able to find a job, when they sacrificed immea-
surably on behalf of our security.
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