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progress towards their implementation. To this
end, within 6 months, or immediately upon the
resumption of fin whaling by Icelandic nationals, I
direct departments and agencies to report to me
on their actions through the Departments of State
and Commerce.

I believe that these actions hold the most
promise of effecting a reduction in Iceland’s
commercial whaling activities, and support our
broader conservation efforts.

BARACK OBAMA

Message to the Congress Reporting on Pelly Certification and Icelandic

Whaling
September 15, 2011

To the Congress of the United States:

On July 19, 2011, Secretary of Commerce
Gary Locke certified under section 8§ of the
Fisherman’s Protective Act of 1967, as amend-
ed (the “Pelly Amendment”)(22 U.S.C. 1978),
that nationals of Iceland are conducting whal-
ing activities that diminish the effectiveness of
the International Whaling Commission (IWC)
conservation program. This message consti-
tutes my report to the Congress consistent with
subsection (b) of the Pelly Amendment.

In 1982, the IWC set catch limits for all
commercial whaling at zero. This decision,
known as the commercial whaling moratorium,
is in effect today. Iceland abided by the mora-
torium until 1992, when it withdrew from the
IWC. In 2002, Iceland rejoined the IWC with
a reservation to the moratorium on commercial
whaling. In 2003, Iceland began a lethal scien-
tific research whaling program. In 2004, Secre-
tary of Commerce Donald L. Evans certified
Iceland under the Pelly Amendment for lethal
scientific research whaling. When Iceland re-
sumed commercial whaling in 2006, Secretary
Carlos M. Gutierrez retained Iceland’s certifi-
cation, which remains in effect today.

Iceland’s commercial harvest of fin whales
escalated dramatically over the past few years.
In addition, Iceland recently resumed export-
ing whale products. Of particular concern to
the United States, Iceland harvested 125 en-
dangered fin whales in 2009 and 148 in 2010, a
significant increase from the total of 7 fin
whales it commercially harvested between
1987 and 2007.

Iceland’s sole fin whaling company, Hvalur
hf, suspended its fin whaling due to the earth-
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quake and tsunami in Japan, where it exports
its whale meat. Despite this suspension, Ice-
land continues to permit whaling and has a
government issued fin whale quota in effect for
the 2011 season that continues to exceed catch
levels that the IWC’s scientific body advised
would be sustainable if the moratorium was re-
moved. This continues to present a threat to
the conservation of fin whales. Further, Icelan-
dic nationals continue to hunt minke whales
commercially and Iceland’s exports of whale
meat to Japan reportedly increased significant-
ly in both March and April 2011.

Iceland’s actions threaten the conservation
status of an endangered species and under-
mine multilateral efforts to ensure greater
worldwide protection for whales. Iceland’s in-
creased commercial whaling and recent trade
in whale products diminish the effectiveness of
the IWC’s conservation program because: (1)
Iceland’s commercial harvest of whales under-
mines the moratorium on commercial whaling
put in place by the IWC to protect plummeting
whale stocks; (2) the fin whale harvest greatly
exceeds catch levels that the IWC’s scientific
body advised would be sustainable if the mora-
torium were removed; and (3) Iceland’s har-
vests are not likely to be brought under IWC
management and control at sustainable levels
through multilateral efforts at the TWC.

In his letter of July 19, 2011, Secretary
Locke expressed his concern for these actions,
and I share these concerns. To ensure that this
issue continues to receive the highest level of
attention, I direct: (1) relevant U.S. delegations
attending meetings with Icelandic officials and
senior Administration officials visiting Iceland



to raise U.S. concerns regarding commercial
whaling by Icelandic companies and seek ways
to halt such action; (2) Cabinet secretaries to
evaluate the appropriateness of visits to Ice-
land depending on continuation of the current
suspension of fin whaling; (3) the Department
of State to examine Arctic cooperation proj-
ects, and where appropriate, link U.S. coopera-
tion to the Icelandic government changing its
whaling policy and abiding by the IWC mora-
torium on commercial whaling; (4) the Depart-
ments of Commerce and State to consult with
other international actors on efforts to end Ice-
landic commercial whaling and have Iceland
abide by the IWC moratorium on commercial
whaling; (5) the Department of State to inform
the Government of Iceland that the United
States will continue to monitor the activities of
Icelandic companies that engage in commer-
cial whaling; and (6) relevant U.S. agencies to
continue to examine other options for respond-
ing to continued whaling by Iceland.

I concur with the Secretary of Commerce’s
recommendation to pursue the use of non-
trade measures and that the actions outlined
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above are the appropriate course of action to
address this issue. Accordingly, I am not di-
recting the Secretary of the Treasury to impose
trade measures on Icelandic products for the
whaling activities that led to the certification
by the Secretary of Commerce. However, to
ensure that this issue continues to receive the
highest level of attention, I am directing the
Departments of State and Commerce to con-
tinue to keep the situation under review and
continue to urge Iceland to cease its commer-
cial whaling activities. Further, within 6
months, or immediately upon the resumption
of fin whaling by Icelandic nationals, I have di-
rected relevant departments and agencies to
report to me through the Departments of State
and Commerce on their actions. I believe
these actions hold the most promise of effect-
ing a reduction in Iceland’s commercial whal-
ing activities.

BARACK OBAMA

The White House,
September 15, 2011.

Remarks at a Democratic National Committee Fundraiser

September 15, 2011

Thank you, Sylvia. 'm going to be quick be-
cause I want to make this more of a dialogue
than a monologue. And a lot of you guys are old
friends, been supporting us for a long time. And
we're going to be seeing each other a lot out on
the campaign trail as you guys are bringing in
folks from various cities, getting them involved.

So let me just say this. Last week, obviously,
I presented to Congress the “American Jobs
Act.” And what I tried to underscore in that
speech is the urgency for action in Washing-
ton. Now, over the last 2% years, we’ve been
busy trying to make sure that we did not spill
into a depression, trying to make sure that we
stabilized the financial system, trying to make
sure that we saved the auto industry. And we
were successful in stabilizing the economy, but
what we have not been able to do is get the
kind of recovery that puts people back to work
the way we need to. And there are a number of

things that we can do administratively, but ulti-
mately, we have to make sure that Washington
is working on behalf of folks who are hurting
out there, as opposed to working contrary to
the interests of people all across the country.
And in the “American Jobs Act,” what we've
said was, look, if Congress is able to take some
action now—not 14 months from now, not 6
months from now, but now—we can put teach-
ers back in the classroom, we can put construc-
tion workers back to work, we can put our vet-
erans back to work, we can make sure that
young people have opportunities for summer
jobs, we can start dealing with the unem-
ployed, and we can pay for it in a way that’s re-
sponsible and that involves everybody sharing
in the burdens of what are a difficult time.
Now, right away, the commentary was, well,
this Congress, they are accustomed to doing
nothing, and they're comfortable with doing
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