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Statement on New Hampshire Governor John H. Lynch’s Decision Not To
Seek Reelection
September 15, 2011

John Lynch, for nearly four terms as Gover-
nor, has worked across party lines time and
time again to grow the New Hampshire econo-
my, improve high school graduation rates, and
make it easier for businesses to invest in re-
search and development. Through some tough

economic times, John maintained key services
for Granite State residents, all while keeping
faith with New Hampshire’s independent spir-
it. Michelle and I wish John and his family well
and join the people of New Hampshire in
thanking him for his many years of service.

Memorandum on Pelly Certification and Icelandic Whaling
September 15, 2011

Memorandum for the Vice President, the Secre-
tary of State, the Secretary of the Treasury, the
Secretary of Defense, the Attorney General, the
Secretary of the Interior, the Secretary of Agri-
culture, the Secretary of Commerce, the Secre-
tary of Labor, the Secretary of Health and Hu-
man Services, the Secretary of Housing and Ur-
ban Development, the Secretary of Transporta-
tion, the Secretary of Energy, the Secretary of
Education, the Secretary of Veterans Affairs,
the Secretary of Homeland Security, the Assis-
tant to the President and Chief of Staff, the Ad-
ministrator of the Environmental Protection
Agency, the Director of the Office of Manage-
ment and Budget, the United States Trade Rep-
resentative, the Representative of the United
States of America to the United Nations, and
the Chair of the Council of Economic Advisers

Subject: Pelly Certification and Icelandic
Whaling

On July 19, 2011, Secretary of Commerce
Gary Locke certified under section 8 of the
Fisherman’s Protective Act of 1967, as
amended (the “Pelly Amendment”)(22 U.S.C.
1978), that nationals of Iceland are conduct-
ing whaling activities that diminish the effec-
tiveness of the International Whaling Com-
mission (IWC) conservation program. In his
letter of July 19, 2011, Secretary Locke ex-
pressed his concern for these actions, and I
share these concerns. 

To ensure that this issue continues to re-
ceive the highest level of attention, and in ac-
cordance with Secretary Locke’s recommen-
dations, I direct: (1) relevant U.S. delegations
attending meetings with Icelandic officials and
senior Administration officials visiting Iceland
to raise U.S. concerns regarding commercial
whaling by Icelandic companies and seek ways
to halt such action; (2) Cabinet secretaries to
evaluate the appropriateness of visits to Ice-
land depending on continuation of the current
suspension of fin whaling; (3) the Department
of State to examine Arctic cooperation proj-
ects, and where appropriate, link U.S. cooper-
ation to the Icelandic government changing its
whaling policy and abiding by the IWC mora-
torium on commercial whaling; (4) the De-
partments of Commerce and State to consult
with other international actors on efforts to
end Icelandic commercial whaling and have
Iceland abide by the IWC moratorium on
commercial whaling; (5) the Department of
State to inform the Government of Iceland
that the United States will continue to monitor
the activities of Icelandic companies that en-
gage in commercial whaling; and (6) relevant
U.S. agencies to continue to examine other
options for responding to continued whaling
by Iceland. 

I direct the Secretaries of State and Commerce
to continue to keep the situation under review
and to continue to urge Iceland to cease its com-
mercial whaling activities. It is my expectation
that departments and agencies make substantive
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