stay true to the values, freedoms, and diversity
that makes us unique among nations.

And they wanted to undermine our place in
the world. But a decade later, we’ve shown that
America doesn’t hunker down and hide behind
walls of mistrust. We've forged new partner-
ships with nations around the world to meet
the global challenges that no nation can face
alone. And across the Middle East and North
Africa, a new generation of citizens is showing
that the future belongs to those that want to
build, not destroy.

Ten years ago, ordinary Americans showed
us the true meaning of courage when they
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rushed up those stairwells, into those flames,
into that cockpit. In the decade since, a new
generation has stepped forward to serve and
keep us safe. In their memory, in their name,
we will never waver. We will protect the coun-
try we love and pass it safer, stronger, and
more prosperous to the next generation.

NOTE: The address was recorded at approximate-
ly 2 p.m. on September 9 in the Library at the
White House for broadcast on September 10. The
transcript was made available by the Office of the
Press Secretary on September 9, but was embar-
goed for release until 6 a.m. on September 10.

Reading at the National September 11 Memorial in New York City

September 11, 2011

God is our refuge and strength, a very pres-
ent help in trouble.

Therefore, we will not fear, even though the
earth be removed, and though the mountains
be carried into the midst of the sea.

Though its waters roar and be troubled,
though the mountains shake with its swelling,

There is a river whose streams shall make
glad the City of God, the holy place of the Tab-
ernacle of the Most High.

God is in the midst of her. She shall not be
moved. God shall help her just at the break of
dawn.

The nations raged, the kingdoms were
moved. He uttered his voice. The Earth melted.

The Lord of Hosts is with us. The God of Ja-
cob is our refuge.

Come behold the works of the Lord who has
made desolations in the Earth.

He makes wars cease to the ends of the
Earth. He breaks the bough and cuts the spear
in two. He burns the chariot in fire.

Be still and know that I am God. I will be ex-
alted among the nations. I will be exalted in the
Earths.

The Lord of Hosts is with us. The God of Ja-
cob is our refuge.

—Psalm 46

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:47 a.m.

Remarks at “A Concert for Hope” Commemorating the 10th Anniversary of

the September 11 Terrorist Attacks
September 11, 2011

The Bible tells us, “Weeping may endure for
a night, but joy cometh in the morning.”

Ten years ago, America confronted one of our
darkest nights. Mighty towers crumbled. Black
smoke billowed up from the Pentagon. Airplane
wreckage smoldered on a Pennsylvania field.
Friends and neighbors, sisters and brothers,
mothers and fathers, sons and daughters, they
were taken from us with a heartbreaking swift-
ness and cruelty. And on September 12, 2001,
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we awoke to a world in which evil was closer at
hand and uncertainty clouded our future.

In the decade since, much has changed for
Americans. We've known war and recession,
passionate debates and political divides. We
can never get back the lives that were lost on
that day or the Americans who made the ulti-
mate sacrifice in the wars that followed.

And yet today it is worth remembering what
has not changed. Our character as a nation has
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