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Prove you will fight as hard for tax cuts for
workers and middle class people as you do for
oil companies and rich folks. Pass this bill.
Let’s get something done. 

The next election is 14 months away. We can-
not wait. The American people do not have the
luxury of waiting another 14 months for some
action. Some of you are living paycheck to pay-
check, week to week, day by day. Now is not the
time for people in Washington to be worrying
about their jobs, it’s time for them to be worry-
ing about your jobs. Now is the time to put
Americans back to work. Now is the time to act. 

We are not a people that just look and watch
and wait to see what happens. We’re Ameri-
cans. We make things happen. We’re tougher
than these times. We are bigger than the small-
ness of our politics. We are patriots, and we are
pioneers and innovators and entrepreneurs,

who, through individual effort and through a
common commitment to one another, will
build an economy that is once again the engine
and the envy of the world. And we will write
our own destiny. 

It’s within our power. But we’ve got to seize
the moment. So let’s just shake off all the nay-
saying and the anxiety and the hand-wringing.
Enough of that. Let’s get to work. Let’s show
the world once again why America is the great-
est nation on Earth. 

Thank you, everybody. God bless you. God
bless America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:36 a.m. in Robins
Center Arena. In his remarks, he referred to Nigel
Richardson, student, Richmond Community High
School; Anne Holton, wife of former Gov. Timothy
M. Kaine of Virginia; and Rep. Eric I. Cantor.

Letter to the Speaker of the House of Representatives Requesting Disaster
Relief Funds
September 9, 2011

Dear Mr. Speaker:

I ask the Congress to consider the enclosed
budget request for disaster response needs
through Fiscal Year (FY) 2012. It includes a
supplemental appropriations request for FY
2011 of $500 million and a budget amendment
for FY 2012 of $4.6 billion for the Department
of Homeland Security. 

The proposed totals for FY 2011 and FY
2012 would increase by $5.1 billion as a result
of this request. The additional funding would
fund disaster response needs in the Disaster
Relief Fund, including approximately $1.5 bil-
lion for the Federal share of costs to respond to
Hurricane Irene. 

This request responds to urgent and essential
needs. The supplemental appropriations re-
quest would be designated as an emergency re-
quirement. The request for FY 2012 in the bud-
get amendment would constitute disaster relief
within the meaning of section 251 of the Bal-
anced Budget and Emergency Deficit Control
Act of 1985, as amended by the Budget Control
Act of 2011, and would therefore adjust the dis-
cretionary spending levels for FY 2012 pursuant
to section 251. The details of this request are set
forth in the enclosed letter from the Director of
the Office of Management and Budget.

Sincerely,

BARACK OBAMA

Message to the Congress on Continuation of the National Emergency With
Respect to Certain Terrorist Attacks
September 9, 2011

To the Congress of the United States:

Section 202(d) of the National Emergencies
Act, 50 U.S.C. 1622(d), provides for the auto-

matic termination of a national emergency un-
less, prior to the anniversary date of its declara-
tion, the President publishes in the Federal
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Register and transmits to the Congress a notice
stating that the emergency is to continue in ef-
fect beyond the anniversary date. Consistent
with this provision, I have sent to the Federal
Register the enclosed notice, stating that the
emergency declared with respect to the terror-
ist attacks on the United States of September
11, 2001, is to continue in effect for an addi-
tional year. 

The terrorist threat that led to the declara-
tion on September 14, 2001, of a national
emergency continues. For this reason, I have

determined that it is necessary to continue in
effect after September 14, 2011, the national
emergency with respect to the terrorist
threat. 

BARACK OBAMA

The White House,
September 9, 2011.

NOTE: The notice is listed in Appendix D at
the end of this volume.

The President’s Weekly Address
September 10, 2011

This weekend, we’re coming together as one
Nation to mark the 10th anniversary of the
September 11  attacks. We’re remembering
the lives we lost: nearly 3,000 innocent men,
women, and children. We’re reaffirming our
commitment to always keep faith with their
families. We’re honoring the heroism of first-
responders who risked their lives—and gave
their lives—to save others. And we’re giving
thanks to all who serve on our behalf, especial-
ly our troops and military families, our extraor-
dinary 9/11 generation.

At the same time, even as we reflect on a
difficult decade, we must look forward to the
future we will build together. That includes
staying strong and confident in the face of any
threat. And thanks to the tireless efforts of our
military personnel and our intelligence, law en-
forcement, and homeland security profession-
als, there should be no doubt: Today America
is stronger, and Al Qaida is on the path to de-
feat.

We’ve taken the fight to Al Qaida like never
before. Over the past 2½ years, more senior Al
Qaida leaders have been eliminated than at any
time since 9/11. And thanks to the remarkable
courage and precision of our forces, we finally
delivered justice to Usama bin Laden.

We’ve strengthened the partnerships and
tools we need to prevail in this war against Al
Qaida, working closer with allies and partners,
reforming intelligence to better detect and dis-

rupt plots, investing in our special forces so
terrorists have no safe haven.

We’re constantly working to improve the se-
curity of our homeland as well, at our airports,
ports, and borders; enhancing aviation security
and screening; increasing support for our first-
responders; and working closer than ever with
States, cities, and communities.

A decade after 9/11, it’s clear for all the
world to see, the terrorists who attacked us that
September morning are no match for the char-
acter of our people, the resilience of our Na-
tion, or the endurance of our values.

They wanted to terrorize us, but as Ameri-
cans, we refuse to live in fear. Yes, we face a
determined foe, and make no mistake: They
will keep trying to hit us again. But as we’re
showing again this weekend, we remain vigi-
lant. We’re doing everything in our power to
protect our people. And no matter what comes
our way, as a resilient nation, we will carry on.

They wanted to draw us into endless wars,
sapping our strength and confidence as a na-
tion. But even as we put relentless pressure on
Al Qaida, we’re ending the war in Iraq and
beginning to bring our troops home from Af-
ghanistan. Because after a hard decade of war,
it is time for nation-building here at home.

They wanted to deprive us of the unity that
defines us as a people. But we will not suc-
cumb to division or suspicion. We are Ameri-
cans, and we are stronger and safer when we
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