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more about the opportunities where you live,
just go online and visit serve.gov. Even the
smallest act of service, the simplest act of kind-
ness, is a way to honor those we lost, a way to
reclaim that spirit of unity that followed 9/11.

On this 10th anniversary, we still face great
challenges as a nation. We're emerging from
the worst economic crisis in our lifetimes.
We're taking the fight to Al Qaida and ending
the war in Iraq and starting to bring our troops
home from Afghanistan. And we’re working to
rebuild the foundation of our national strength
here at home.

None of this will be easy, and it can’t be the
work of government alone. As we saw after
9/11, the strength of America has always been

the character and compassion of our people.
So as we mark this solemn anniversary, let’s
summon that spirit once more. And let’s show
that the sense of common purpose that we
need in America doesn’t have to be a fleeting
moment. It can be a lasting virtue, not just on

one day, but every day.

NOTE: The address was recorded at approxi-
mately 1:30 p.m. on August 18 in the Roosevelt
Room at the White House for broadcast on
August 27. The transcript was made available
by the Office of the Press Secretary on August
26, but was embargoed for release until 6 a.m.
on August 27.

Remarks on Relief Efforts for Hurricane Irene

August 28, 2011

Good afternoon, everybody. I'm joined to-
day by my Secretary of Homeland Security, Ja-
net Napolitano, and Administrator of FEMA,
Craig Fugate, to provide a brief update on our
ongoing response efforts to Hurricane Irene.

First, let me say that this is a storm that has
claimed lives. Our thoughts and prayers are
with those who’ve lost loved ones and those
whose lives have been affected by the storm.
You need to know that America will be with
you in your hour of need.

While the storm has weakened as it moves
north, it remains a dangerous storm that con-
tinues to produce heavy rains. One of our chief
concerns before Irene made landfall was the
possibility of significant flooding and wide-
spread power outages. And we've been getting
reports of just that from our State and local
partners. Many Americans are still at serious
risk of power outages and flooding, which
could get worse in the coming days as rivers
swell past their banks.

So I want people to understand that this is
not over. Response and recovery efforts will be
an ongoing operation, and I urge Americans in
affected areas to continue to listen for the
guidance and direction of their State and local
officials.
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Before the storm made landfall, the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security and FEMA
worked very closely with our State and local
partners, as well as volunteer organizations, to
preposition supplies and teams of first-re-
sponders along the hurricane’s projected track.
And the American Red Cross opened shelters
in communities across the region. I want to
thank those Americans for their work over the
past several days, which has saved lives and
property up and down the East Coast.

We continue to have search and rescue per-
sonnel on alert, as well as water, food, and oth-
er needed resources. And moving forward,
FEMA is working with State and local re-
sponders to assess damage and assist in the re-
covery.

I do want to underscore that the impacts of
this storm will be felt for some time, and the
recovery effort will last for weeks or longer.
Power may be out for days in some areas, and
we will support our State and local partners in
every way that we can as they work to restore
power in those areas.

So I'm going to make sure that DHS and
FEMA and other Federal agencies are doing
everything in their power to help folks on the
ground. I continue to meet regularly with Sec-
retary Napolitano and Administrator Fugate
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and the other members of my team to assess
our response and ensure that we have what we
need in place.

As T've told Governors and mayors from
across the affected area, if they need some-
thing, I want to know about it. We're going to
make sure that we respond as quickly and ef-
fectively as possible. And we’re going to keep it
up as long as hurricane season continues.

Finally, while we’re not out of the woods
yet, I want to thank everybody at the Federal,
State, and local levels who have worked so hard
to respond to this storm. This has been an
exemplary effort of how good government at
every level should be responsive to people’s
needs, work to keep them safe, and protect and
promote the Nation’s prosperity.

I want to thank scientists who provide the
information necessary for Governors and may-
ors to make sound decisions, disaster response
experts who made sure we were as prepared as
possible, to National Guard members and first-
responders who risked their lives to ensure
their fellow citizens” safety—all ordinary
Americans who love their country and volun-
teered to do their part.

Above all, the past few days have been a
shining example of how Americans open our
homes and our hearts to those in need and pull
together in tough times to help our fellow citi-
zens prepare for and respond to, as well as re-
cover from, extraordinary challenges, whether
natural disasters or economic difficulties.

Remarks on the Nomination of Alan
Council of Economic Advisers
August 29, 2011

Hurricane Irene

The President. Good morning, everybody.
This morning we’re continuing to deal with the
impact and the aftermath of Hurricane Irene.
As I said yesterday, we're going to make sure
folks have all the support they need as they be-
gin to assess and repair the damage left by the
storm. And that’s going to continue in the days

ahead.

That’s what makes the United States of Ameri-
ca a strong and resilient nation, a strong and
resilient people. And I want to thank all who
have been involved very much.
Now I'd like to ask Secretary Napolitano
and Administrator Fugate to say a few words.
Janet.

[At this point, Secretary of Homeland Security
Janet A. Napolitano and Federal Emergency
Management Agency Administrator W. Craig
Fugate made brief remarks. The President then
continued his remarks as follows.]

Okay. Thank you very much, everybody.
Craig and Janet will continue to keep every-
body posted throughout the week. As we have
already said, there are a lot of communities
that are still being affected. We are particularly
concerned about flooding because the continu-
ing rains can end up having an impact well be-
yond the immediate center of the storm.

And so we're going to continue to monitor
that carefully. Assessments are already being
done in North Carolina and Virginia. There are
still search and rescue teams that are operating
throughout the region. And we will continue to
keep the American people posted throughout
our efforts not only with respect to response,
but also with respect to recovery.

So thanks very much, everybody.

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:02 p.m. in the
Rose Garden at the White House.

B. Krueger To Be Chairman of the

It’s going to take time to recover from a
storm of this magnitude. The effects are still
being felt across much of the country, includ-
ing in New England and States like Vermont
where there’s been an enormous amount of
flooding. So our response continues. But I'm
going to make sure that FEMA and other
agencies are doing everything in their power to

help people on the ground.
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