The people of Mexico and their Govern-
ment are engaged in a brave fight to disrupt vi-
olent transnational criminal organizations that
threaten both Mexico and the United States.
The United States is and will remain a partner
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in this fight. We share with Mexico responsibil-
ity for meeting this challenge, and we are com-
mitted to continuing our unprecedented coop-
eration in confronting these criminal organiza-
tions.

Statement on the Terrorist Attack on the United Nations Headquarters in

Abuja, Nigeria
August 26, 2011

I strongly condemn today’s horrific and cow-
ardly attack on the United Nations headquar-
ters building in Abuja, Nigeria, which killed and
wounded many innocent civilians from Nigeria
and around the world. T extend the deepest
sympathies of the American people to the vic-
tims and their families, colleagues, and friends,
whom we will keep in our thoughts and prayers.

The people who serve the United Nations
do so with a simple purpose: to try to im-
prove the lives of their neighbors and pro-
mote the values on which the U.N. was

The President’s Weekly Address
August 27, 2011

In just 2 weeks, we'll come together as a na-
tion to mark the 10th anniversary of the Septem-
ber 11 attacks. We'll remember the innocent
lives we lost. We'll stand with the families who
loved them. We'll honor the heroic first-re-
sponders who rushed to the scene and saved so
many. And we'll pay tribute to our troops and
military families and all those who have served
over the past 10 years to keep us safe and strong.

We'll also recall how the worst terrorist at-
tack in American history brought out the best
in the American people: how Americans lined
up to give blood, how volunteers drove across
the country to lend a hand, how schoolchildren
donated their savings, how communities, faith
groups, and businesses collected food and
clothing. We were united, and the outpouring
of generosity and compassion reminded us that
in times of challenge, we Americans move for-
ward together, as one people.

This September 11, Michelle and I will join
the commemorations at Ground Zero, in
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founded—dignity, freedom, security, and
peace. The U.N. has been working in part-
nership with the people of Nigeria for more
than five decades. An attack on Nigerian and
international public servants demonstrates
the bankruptcy of the ideology that led to this
heinous action.

The United States strongly supports the
work of the United Nations and its lasting bond
with the people of Nigeria, a bond that will on-
ly emerge stronger in the wake of this murder-
ous act.

Shanksville, and at the Pentagon. But even if
you can’t be in New York, Pennsylvania, or Vir-
ginia, every American can be part of this anni-
versary. Once again, 9/11 will be a National
Day of Service and Remembrance. And in the
days and weeks ahead, folks across the country,
in all 50 States, will come together in their
communities and neighborhoods to honor the
victims of 9/11 and to reaffirm the strength of
our Nation with acts of service and charity.

In Minneapolis, volunteers will help restore
a community center. In Winston-Salem, North
Carolina, they’ll hammer shingles and lay
floors to give a family a new home. In Tallahas-
see, Florida, they’ll assemble care packages for
our troops overseas and their families here at
home. In Orange County, California, they’ll
renovate homes for our veterans. And once
again, Michelle and I look forward to joining a
local service project as well.

There are so many ways to get involved, and
every American can do something. To learn
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more about the opportunities where you live,
just go online and visit serve.gov. Even the
smallest act of service, the simplest act of kind-
ness, is a way to honor those we lost, a way to
reclaim that spirit of unity that followed 9/11.

On this 10th anniversary, we still face great
challenges as a nation. We're emerging from
the worst economic crisis in our lifetimes.
We're taking the fight to Al Qaida and ending
the war in Iraq and starting to bring our troops
home from Afghanistan. And we’re working to
rebuild the foundation of our national strength
here at home.

None of this will be easy, and it can’t be the
work of government alone. As we saw after
9/11, the strength of America has always been

the character and compassion of our people.
So as we mark this solemn anniversary, let’s
summon that spirit once more. And let’s show
that the sense of common purpose that we
need in America doesn’t have to be a fleeting
moment. It can be a lasting virtue, not just on

one day, but every day.

NOTE: The address was recorded at approxi-
mately 1:30 p.m. on August 18 in the Roosevelt
Room at the White House for broadcast on
August 27. The transcript was made available
by the Office of the Press Secretary on August
26, but was embargoed for release until 6 a.m.
on August 27.

Remarks on Relief Efforts for Hurricane Irene

August 28, 2011

Good afternoon, everybody. I'm joined to-
day by my Secretary of Homeland Security, Ja-
net Napolitano, and Administrator of FEMA,
Craig Fugate, to provide a brief update on our
ongoing response efforts to Hurricane Irene.

First, let me say that this is a storm that has
claimed lives. Our thoughts and prayers are
with those who’ve lost loved ones and those
whose lives have been affected by the storm.
You need to know that America will be with
you in your hour of need.

While the storm has weakened as it moves
north, it remains a dangerous storm that con-
tinues to produce heavy rains. One of our chief
concerns before Irene made landfall was the
possibility of significant flooding and wide-
spread power outages. And we've been getting
reports of just that from our State and local
partners. Many Americans are still at serious
risk of power outages and flooding, which
could get worse in the coming days as rivers
swell past their banks.

So I want people to understand that this is
not over. Response and recovery efforts will be
an ongoing operation, and I urge Americans in
affected areas to continue to listen for the
guidance and direction of their State and local
officials.
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Before the storm made landfall, the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security and FEMA
worked very closely with our State and local
partners, as well as volunteer organizations, to
preposition supplies and teams of first-re-
sponders along the hurricane’s projected track.
And the American Red Cross opened shelters
in communities across the region. I want to
thank those Americans for their work over the
past several days, which has saved lives and
property up and down the East Coast.

We continue to have search and rescue per-
sonnel on alert, as well as water, food, and oth-
er needed resources. And moving forward,
FEMA is working with State and local re-
sponders to assess damage and assist in the re-
covery.

I do want to underscore that the impacts of
this storm will be felt for some time, and the
recovery effort will last for weeks or longer.
Power may be out for days in some areas, and
we will support our State and local partners in
every way that we can as they work to restore
power in those areas.

So I'm going to make sure that DHS and
FEMA and other Federal agencies are doing
everything in their power to help folks on the
ground. I continue to meet regularly with Sec-
retary Napolitano and Administrator Fugate
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