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Remarks on Hurricane Irene From Martha’s Vineyard
August 26, 2011

Good morning, everybody. I want to say a few
words about Hurricane Irene, urge Americans to
take it seriously, and provide an overview of our
ongoing Federal preparations for what’s likely to
be an extremely dangerous and costly storm.

I’ve just convened a conference call with se-
nior members of my emergency response team
and directed them to make sure that we are
bringing all Federal resources to bear and de-
ploying them properly to cope not only with
the storm, but also its aftermath. I’ve also spo-
ken this morning with Governors and mayors
of major metropolitan areas along the eastern
seaboard to let them know that this administra-
tion is in full support of their efforts to prepare
for this storm and stands ready to fully support
their response efforts. And we will continue to
stay in close contact with them.

I cannot stress this highly enough: If you are
in the projected path of this hurricane, you
have to take precautions now. Don’t wait. Don’t
delay. We all hope for the best, but we have to
be prepared for the worst. All of us have to take
this storm seriously. You need to listen to your
State and local officials, and if you are given an
evacuation order, please follow it. Just to un-
derscore this point: We ordered an aircraft car-
rier group out to sea to avoid this storm yester-
day. So if you’re in the way of this hurricane,
you should be preparing now.

If you aren’t sure how to prepare your fami-
lies or your home or your business for a hurri-
cane or any other emergency, then you can vis-
it ready.gov—that’s ready.gov—or listo.gov—
that’s L–I–S–T–O.gov.

Now, since last weekend, FEMA has been de-
ploying its Incident Management Assistance
Teams to staging areas in communities up and
down the coast. FEMA has millions of liters of
water, millions of meals, and tens of thousands of
cots and blankets, along with other supplies, pre-
positioned along the eastern seaboard. And the
American Red Cross has already begun prepar-
ing shelters in North Carolina and other States.

These resources are all being coordinated
with our State and local partners, and they stand
ready to be deployed as necessary. But again, if
you are instructed to evacuate, please do so. It’s
going to take time for first-responders to begin
rescue operations and to get the resources we’ve
pre-positioned to people in need. So the more
you can do to be prepared now—making a plan,
make a supply kit, know your evacuation route,
follow instructions of your local officials—the
quicker we can focus our resources after the
storm on those who need help the most.

To sum up, all indications point to this being
a historic hurricane. Although we can’t predict
with perfect certainty the impact of Irene over
the next few days, the Federal Government
has spent the better part of last week working
closely with officials in communities that could
be affected by this storm to see to it that we are
prepared. So now is the time for residents of
these communities—in the hours that re-
main—to do the same. And FEMA and Craig
Fugate, the director of FEMA, will be keeping
people closely posted in the next 24, 48 hours.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:28 a.m. in
the Fisher House at Blue Heron Farm.

Statement on the Firebombing of the Royale San Jeronimo Casino in Mon-
terrey, Mexico
August 26, 2011

I strongly condemn the barbaric and rep-
rehensible attack in Monterrey, Mexico,
yesterday. On behalf of the American peo-

ple, our thoughts and prayers are with the
victims and their families at this difficult
time.
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The people of Mexico and their Govern-
ment are engaged in a brave fight to disrupt vi-
olent transnational criminal organizations that
threaten both Mexico and the United States.
The United States is and will remain a partner

in this fight. We share with Mexico responsibil-
ity for meeting this challenge, and we are com-
mitted to continuing our unprecedented coop-
eration in confronting these criminal organiza-
tions.

Statement on the Terrorist Attack on the United Nations Headquarters in
Abuja, Nigeria
August 26, 2011

I strongly condemn today’s horrific and cow-
ardly attack on the United Nations headquar-
ters building in Abuja, Nigeria, which killed and
wounded many innocent civilians from Nigeria
and around the world. I extend the deepest
sympathies of the American people to the vic-
tims and their families, colleagues, and friends,
whom we will keep in our thoughts and prayers.

The people who serve the United Nations
do so with a simple purpose: to try to im-
prove the lives of their neighbors and pro-
mote the values on which the U.N. was

founded—dignity, freedom, security, and
peace. The U.N. has been working in part-
nership with the people of Nigeria for more
than five decades. An attack on Nigerian and
international public servants demonstrates
the bankruptcy of the ideology that led to this
heinous action.

The United States strongly supports the
work of the United Nations and its lasting bond
with the people of Nigeria, a bond that will on-
ly emerge stronger in the wake of this murder-
ous act.

The President’s Weekly Address
August 27, 2011

In just 2 weeks, we’ll come together as a na-
tion to mark the 10th anniversary of the Septem-
ber 11 attacks. We’ll remember the innocent
lives we lost. We’ll stand with the families who
loved them. We’ll honor the heroic first-re-
sponders who rushed to the scene and saved so
many. And we’ll pay tribute to our troops and
military families and all those who have served
over the past 10 years to keep us safe and strong.

We’ll also recall how the worst terrorist at-
tack in American history brought out the best
in the American people: how Americans lined
up to give blood, how volunteers drove across
the country to lend a hand, how schoolchildren
donated their savings, how communities, faith
groups, and businesses collected food and
clothing. We were united, and the outpouring
of generosity and compassion reminded us that
in times of challenge, we Americans move for-
ward together, as one people.

This September 11, Michelle and I will join
the commemorations at Ground Zero, in

Shanksville, and at the Pentagon. But even if
you can’t be in New York, Pennsylvania, or Vir-
ginia, every American can be part of this anni-
versary. Once again, 9/11 will be a National
Day of Service and Remembrance. And in the
days and weeks ahead, folks across the country,
in all 50 States, will come together in their
communities and neighborhoods to honor the
victims of 9/11 and to reaffirm the strength of
our Nation with acts of service and charity.

In Minneapolis, volunteers will help restore
a community center. In Winston-Salem, North
Carolina, they’ll hammer shingles and lay
floors to give a family a new home. In Tallahas-
see, Florida, they’ll assemble care packages for
our troops overseas and their families here at
home. In Orange County, California, they’ll
renovate homes for our veterans. And once
again, Michelle and I look forward to joining a
local service project as well.

There are so many ways to get involved, and
every American can do something. To learn
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