for work. A lot of people are getting by with
smaller paychecks or less money in the cash
register. So we need folks in Washington—the
people whose job it is to deal with the country’s
problems, the people who you elected to
serve—we need them to put aside their differ-
ences to get things done.

There are things we can do right now that
will mean more customers for businesses and
more jobs across the country. We can cut pay-
roll taxes again so families have an extra $1,000
to spend. We can pass a road construction bill
so construction crews who are now sitting idle
can head back to the worksite, rebuilding
roads, bridges, and airports. We've got brave,
skilled Americans returning from Iraq and Af-
ghanistan. Let’s connect them with businesses
that could use their skills. And let’s pass trade
deals to level the playing field for our business-
es. We have Americans driving Hyundais and
Kias. Well, T want to see folks in Korea driving
Fords, Chevys, and Chryslers. I want more
products sold around the globe stamped with
three words: Made in America.

These are commonsense ideas, ideas that
have been supported by both Democrats and
Republicans. The only thing holding them
back is politics. The only thing preventing us
from passing these bills is the refusal by some
in Congress to put country ahead of party.
That’s the problem we have right now. That’s
what’s holding this country back. That’s what
we have to change.

Because, for all the knocks we’ve taken, de-
spite all the challenges we face, this is still the
greatest country on Earth. We still have the

Statement on the Situation in Libya
August 21, 2011

Tonight the momentum against the Qadhafi
regime has reached a tipping point. Tripoli is
slipping from the grasp of a tyrant. The Qad-
hafi regime is showing signs of collapsing. The
people of Libya are showing that the universal
pursuit of dignity and freedom is far stronger
than the iron fist of a dictator.

The surest way for the bloodshed to end is
simple: Muammar Qadhafi and his regime
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best workers and farmers, entrepreneurs and
businesses, students and scientists. And you
can see that here in Alpha. You can see it along
the country roads that connect these small
towns and farmlands.

These past few days, I've been seeing little
kids with American flags and grandparents in
lawn chairs. I've shaken hands with folks out-
side machine shops and churches, corner
stores and farms. It reminds me of why I got
into public service in the first place. Getting
out of Washington and spending time with the
people of this country, seeing how hard you're
working, how creative you are, how resourceful
you are, how determined you are, that only
makes me more determined to serve you as
best I can as President. And it only makes me
more confident in our future.

That’s why it's so important that folks in
Washington put country before party. That’s
why it’s so important that our elected leaders
get past their differences to help grow the
economy and put this Nation back to work. Be-
cause here in Alpha, it couldn’t be more clear:
If we can come together, there is no stopping
the United States of America. There’s no
doubt that our future is bright.

Thanks, and have a great weekend.

NOTE: The address was recorded at approxi-
mately 5:35 p.m. on August 17 at the Country
Corner Farm Market in Alpha, IL, for broad-
cast on August 20. The transcript was made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary
on August 19, but was embargoed for release
until 6 a.m. on August 20.

need to recognize that their rule has come to an
end. Qadhafi needs to acknowledge the reality
that he no longer controls Libya. He needs to
relinquish power once and for all. Meanwhile,
the United States has recognized the Transi-
tional National Council as the legitimate gov-
erning authority in Libya. At this pivotal and
historic time, the TNC should continue to dem-
onstrate the leadership that is necessary to steer
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the country through a transition by respecting
the rights of the people of Libya, avoiding civil-
ian casualties, protecting the institutions of the
Libyan state, and pursuing a transition to de-
mocracy that is just and inclusive for all of the
people of Libya. A season of conflict must lead
to one of peace.

The future of Libya is now in the hands of
the Libyan people. Going forward, the Unit-

ed States will continue to stay in close coordi-
nation with the TNC. We will continue to in-
sist that the basic rights of the Libyan people
are respected. And we will continue to work
with our allies and partners in the interna-
tional community to protect the people of
Libya and to support a peaceful transition to
democracy.

Remarks on the Situation in Libya From Martha’s Vineyard, Massachusetts

August 22, 2011

Good afternoon, everybody. I just complet-
ed a call with my National Security Council on
the situation in Libya. And earlier today I
spoke to Prime Minister Cameron about the
extraordinary events taking place there.

The situation is still very fluid. There remains a
degree of uncertainty, and there are still regime
elements who pose a threat. But this much is clear:
The Qadhafi regime is coming to an end, and the
future of Libya is in the hands of its people.

In just 6 months, the 42-year reign of
Muammar Qadhafi has unraveled. Earlier this
year, we were inspired by the peaceful protests
that broke out across Libya. This basic and joy-
ful longing for human freedom echoed the
voices that we had heard all across the region
from Tunis to Cairo. In the face of these pro-
tests, the Qadhafi regime responded with bru-
tal crackdowns. Civilians were murdered in the
streets. A campaign of violence was launched
against the Libyan people. Qadhafi threatened
to hunt peaceful protestors down like rats. As
his forces advanced across the country, there
existed the potential for wholesale massacres of
innocent civilians.

In the face of this aggression, the interna-
tional community took action. The United
States helped shape a U.N. Security Council
resolution that mandated the protection of
Libyan civilians. An unprecedented coalition
was formed that included the United States,
our NATO partners, and Arab nations. And in
March, the international community launched
a military operation to save lives and stop Qad-
hafi’s forces in their tracks.
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In the early days of this intervention, the
United States provided the bulk of the fire-
power, and then our friends and allies stepped
forward. The Transitional National Council has
established itself as a credible representative of
the Libyan people. And the United States, to-
gether with our European allies and friends
across the region, recognize the TNC as the le-
gitimate governing authority in Libya.

Qadhafi was cut off from arms and cash, and
his forces were steadily degraded. From Beng-
hazi to Misurata to the western mountains, the
Libyan opposition courageously confronted
the regime and the tide turned in their favor.

Over the last several days, the situation in
Libya has reached a tipping point as the oppo-
sition increased its coordination from east to
west, took town after town, and the people of
Tripoli rose up to claim their freedom.

For over four decades, the Libyan people
have lived under the rule of a tyrant who de-
nied them their most basic human rights. Now
the celebrations that we’ve seen in the streets
of Libya shows that the pursuit of human dig-
nity is far stronger than any dictator. I want to
emphasize that this is not over yet. As the re-
gime collapses, there is still fierce fighting in
some areas, and we have reports of regime ele-
ments threatening to continue fighting.

Although it’s clear that Qadhafi’s rule is
over, he still has the opportunity to reduce fur-
ther bloodshed by explicitly relinquishing pow-
er to the people of Libya and calling for those
forces that continue to fight to lay down their
arms for the sake of Libya.
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