Treasury, in consultation with the Secretary of
State:

* to have materially assisted, sponsored, or
provided financial, material, or techno-
logical support for, or goods or services
in support of, any person whose property
and interests in property are blocked
pursuant to the order; or

* to be owned or controlled by, or to have
acted or purported to act for or on behalf
of, directly or indirectly, any person
whose property and interests in property
are blocked pursuant to the order.

The order also prohibits the following:

* new investment in Syria by a United
States person, wherever located;

* the exportation, reexportation, sale, or
supply, directly or indirectly, from the
United States, or by a United States per-
son, wherever located, of any services to
Syria;

e the importation into the United States of
petroleum or petroleum products of Syri-
an origin;

* any transaction or dealing by a United
States person, wherever located, includ-
ing purchasing, selling, transporting,
swapping, brokering, approving, financ-
ing, facilitating, or guaranteeing, in or re-
lated to petroleum or petroleum prod-
ucts of Syrian origin; and

Statement on the Situation in Syria
August 18, 2011

The United States has been inspired by the
Syrian people’s pursuit of a peaceful transi-
tion to democracy. They have braved fero-
cious brutality at the hands of their Govern-
ment. They have spoken with their peaceful
marches, their silent shaming of the Syrian re-
gime, and their courageous persistence in the
face of brutality, day after day, week after
week. The Syrian Government has responded
with a sustained onslaught. I strongly con-
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e any approval, financing, facilitation, or
guarantee by a United States person,
wherever located, of a transaction by a
foreign person where the transaction by
that foreign person would be prohibited
by section 2 of the order if performed by
a United States person or within the
United States.

I have delegated to the Secretary of the
Treasury the authority, in consultation with
the Secretary of State, to take such actions,
including the promulgation of rules and reg-
ulations, and to employ all powers granted
to the President by IEEPA, as may be nec-
essary to carry out the purposes of the or-
der.

All agencies of the United States Govern-
ment are directed to take all appropriate mea-
sures within their authority to carry out the
provisions of the order.

I am enclosing a copy of the Executive Or-
der I have issued.

BARACK OBAMA

The White House,
August 17, 2011.

NOTE: This message was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on August 18. The
Executive order is listed in Appendix D at the
end of this volume.

demn this brutality, including the disgraceful
attacks on Syrian civilians in cities like Hama
and Deir al-Zour, and the arrests of opposi-
tion figures who have been denied justice and
subjected to torture at the hands of the re-
gime. These violations of the universal rights
of the Syrian people have revealed to Syria,
the region, and the world the Asad Govern-
ment’s flagrant disrespect for the dignity of
the Syrian people.
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The United States opposes the use of violence
against peaceful protesters in Syria, and we sup-
port the universal rights of the Syrian people. We
have imposed sanctions on President Asad and
his Government. The European Union has im-
posed sanctions as well. We helped lead an effort
at the U.N. Security Council to condemn Syria’s
actions. We have coordinated closely with allies
and partners from the region and around the
world. The Asad Government has now been con-
demned by countries in all parts of the globe and
can look only to Iran for support for its brutal
and unjust crackdown.

The future of Syria must be determined by its
people, but President Bashar al-Asad is standing
in their way. His calls for dialogue and reform
have rung hollow while he is imprisoning, tortur-
ing, and slaughtering his own people. We have
consistently said that President Asad must lead a
democratic transition or get out of the way. He
has not led. For the sake of the Syrian people, the
time has come for President Asad to step aside.

The United States cannot and will not impose
this transition upon Syria. It is up to the Syrian
people to choose their own leaders, and we have
heard their strong desire that there not be for-
eign intervention in their movement. What the
United States will support is an effort to bring
about a Syria that is democratic, just, and inclu-
sive for all Syrians. We will support this outcome
by pressuring President Asad to get out of the
way of this transition and standing up for the
universal rights of the Syrian people along with
others in the international community.

The President’s Weekly Address
August 20, 2011

Hello from the Country Corner Farm in Al-
pha, Illinois. For the past few days, I've been
traveling to small towns and farm towns here in
the heartland of this country. I sat down with
small-business owners in Gutenberg, Iowa,
and ranchers and farmers in Peosta. I had
lunch with veterans in Cannon Falls, Minneso-
ta, and talked to plant workers at a seed distrib-
utor in Atkinson, Illinois. And to the girls vol-
leyball team in Maquoketa High School, let me
just say one thing: Go Cardinals!
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As a part of that effort, my administration is
announcing unprecedented sanctions to deep-
en the financial isolation of the Asad regime
and further disrupt its ability to finance a cam-
paign of violence against the Syrian people. I
have signed a new Executive order requiring
the immediate freeze of all assets of the Gov-
ernment of Syria subject to U.S. jurisdiction
and prohibiting U.S. persons from engaging in
any transaction involving the Government of
Syria. This E.O. also bans U.S. imports of
Syrian-origin petroleum or petroleum prod-
ucts, prohibits U.S. persons from having any
dealings in or related to Syria’s petroleum or
petroleum products, and prohibits U.S. persons
from operating or investing in Syria. We expect
today’s actions to be amplified by others.

We recognize that it will take time for the
Syrian people to achieve the justice they de-
serve. There will be more struggle and sacri-
fice. It is clear that President Asad believes
that he can silence the voices of his people by
resorting to the repressive tactics of the past.
But he is wrong. As we have learned these last
several months, sometimes, the way things
have been is not the way that they will be. It is
time for the Syrian people to determine their
own destiny, and we will continue to stand
firmly on their side.

NOTE: The statement referred to Executive
Order 13582, which is listed in Appendix D at
the end of this volume.

Now, I'm out here for one reason: I think
Washington, DC, can learn something from
the folks in Atkinson and Peosta and Cannon
Falls. T think our country would be a whole lot
better off if our elected leaders showed the
same kind of discipline and integrity and re-
sponsibility that most Americans demonstrate
in their lives every single day.

Because the fact is, we're going through a
tough time right now. We’re coming through a
terrible recession. A lot of folks are still looking
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