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over the next year and a half, just like you have
for the last 2½   years, people attacking govern-
ment and saying government is the problem.

And I think Jordan just reminded us, gov-
ernment are our police officers and our fire-
fighters. Government is all those young men
and women who have been serving, protecting
us in Afghanistan and Iraq. Government are
the folks who work for FEMA, who when
there’s a flood come in and help communities
get back on their feet. Government is our as-
tronauts. Government are the folks who are
helping make sure that our food is properly in-
spected.

So don’t buy into this notion that somehow
all our problems would be solved if we elimi-
nate government. Part of the reason we had
this financial crisis was because we didn’t
have government doing a good enough job
looking over the shoulders of the banks to
make sure that they weren’t taking crazy
risks.

And part of what happens is that people get
so frustrated with politics that they just get fed

up and they kind of lump government together
with politics. Well, no, government needs to
improve. It needs to get more efficient. We’ve
got to be smarter about how we regulate is-
sues. We’ve got to make sure that we’re not
wasting taxpayer money.

But there’s a difference between politics
and government. And what’s really broken is a
politics that doesn’t reflect the core values and
the decency and the neighborliness of the
American people.

And that’s what I’m fighting for, and that’s
what I need you fighting for. Thank you very
much, Alpha. Love you. Appreciate you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:51 p.m. at the
Country Corner Farm. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to State Sens. John M. Sullivan and Da-
vid Koehler of Illinois; Tim Dougherty, coach,
Galesburg High School football team in Gales-
burg, IL; and Warren E. Buffett, chief execu-
tive officer and chairman, Berkshire Hathaway
Inc. A participant referred to 2012 Republican
Presidential candidate W. Mitt Romney.

Message to the Congress Reporting on Blocking Property of the Govern-
ment of Syria and Prohibiting Certain Transactions With Respect to Syria
August 17, 2011

To the Congress of the United States:

Pursuant to the International Emergency
Economic Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 1701 et
seq.) (IEEPA) and in light of the Syria Ac-
countability and Lebanese Sovereignty Resto-
ration Act of 2003 (Public Law 108–175)
(SAA), I hereby report that I have issued an
Executive Order (the “order”) that takes addi-
tional steps with respect to the Government
of Syria’s continuing escalation of violence
against the people of Syria and with respect to
the national emergency declared in Executive
Order 13338 of May 11, 2004, as modified in
scope and relied upon for additional steps tak-
en in Executive Order 13399 of April 25,
2006, Executive Order 13460 of February 13,
2008, Executive Order 13572 of April 29,
2011, and Executive Order 13573 of May 18,
2011.

In Executive Order 13338, the President
found that the actions of the Government of
Syria constitute an unusual and extraordinary
threat to the national security, foreign policy,
and economy of the United States and de-
clared a national emergency to deal with that
threat. To address that threat and to imple-
ment the SAA, the President in Executive Or-
der 13338 blocked the property of certain per-
sons and imposed additional prohibitions on
certain transactions with respect to Syria. In
Executive Order 13572, I expanded the scope
of that national emergency and imposed addi-
tional sanctions.

The order blocks the property and interests
in property of the Government of Syria. The
order also provides criteria for designations of
persons determined by the Secretary of the

226-381_text_CX.pdf   198 9/16/15   12:03 PM



Administration of Barack Obama, 2011 / Aug. 18

1007

Treasury, in consultation with the Secretary of
State:

• to have materially assisted, sponsored, or
provided financial, material, or techno-
logical support for, or goods or services
in support of, any person whose property
and interests in property are blocked
pursuant to the order; or

• to be owned or controlled by, or to have
acted or purported to act for or on behalf
of, directly or indirectly, any person
whose property and interests in property
are blocked pursuant to the order.

The order also prohibits the following:

• new investment in Syria by a United
States person, wherever located;

• the exportation, reexportation, sale, or
supply, directly or indirectly, from the
United States, or by a United States per-
son, wherever located, of any services to
Syria;

• the importation into the United States of
petroleum or petroleum products of Syri-
an origin;

• any transaction or dealing by a United
States person, wherever located, includ-
ing purchasing, selling, transporting,
swapping, brokering, approving, financ-
ing, facilitating, or guaranteeing, in or re-
lated to petroleum or petroleum prod-
ucts of Syrian origin; and

• any approval, financing, facilitation, or
guarantee by a United States person,
wherever located, of a transaction by a
foreign person where the transaction by
that foreign person would be prohibited
by section 2 of the order if performed by
a United States person or within the
United States.

I have delegated to the Secretary of the
Treasury the authority, in consultation with
the Secretary of State, to take such actions,
including the promulgation of rules and reg-
ulations, and to employ all powers granted
to the President by IEEPA, as may be nec-
essary to carry out the purposes of the or-
der.

All agencies of the United States Govern-
ment are directed to take all appropriate mea-
sures within their authority to carry out the
provisions of the order.

I am enclosing a copy of the Executive Or-
der I have issued.

BARACK OBAMA

The White House,
August 17, 2011.

NOTE: This message was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on August 18. The
Executive order is listed in Appendix D at the
end of this volume.

Statement on the Situation in Syria
August 18, 2011

The United States has been inspired by the
Syrian people’s pursuit of a peaceful transi-
tion to democracy. They have braved fero-
cious brutality at the hands of their Govern-
ment. They have spoken with their peaceful
marches, their silent shaming of the Syrian re-
gime, and their courageous persistence in the
face of brutality, day after day, week after
week. The Syrian Government has responded
with a sustained onslaught. I strongly con-

demn this brutality, including the disgraceful
attacks on Syrian civilians in cities like Hama
and Deir al-Zour, and the arrests of opposi-
tion figures who have been denied justice and
subjected to torture at the hands of the re-
gime. These violations of the universal rights
of the Syrian people have revealed to Syria,
the region, and the world the Asad Govern-
ment’s flagrant disrespect for the dignity of
the Syrian people.
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