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See, the problem for both homeowners and
businesses is, theyll recover the money that
they make by lowering their utility bills, but
they may not have the cash up front. And if we
can provide you—if we can provide the Ameri-
can people—an incentive, you'll recover that
money. Youll get it back. And in the mean-
time, we’re making our entire economy more
efficient. So steps like these also can boost
manufacturing and private sector jobs.

So over the last 2 years, we've offered simi-
lar incentives for cities and companies and
clean energy manufacturers that wanted to
help America become more energy efficient.
I'll give you a couple examples. In Maryland,
our program helped an energy-saving window
manufacturer boost business by 55 percent. In
North Carolina, there’s a company that makes
energy-efficient lighting, hired hundreds of
new workers. A company that manufacturers
LED:s just down the road from here in Altoona
saw their business increase by a million bucks.

We're also going to support State and local
governments who come up with the best ideas
to make energy-efficient buildings the norm.
So you show us the best ideas to change your
game on the ground, we’ll show you the mon-
ey. We will show you the money, States and lo-
cal government.

To get the private sector to lead by example,
I'm also issuing a challenge to CEOs, to labor,
to building owners, to hospitals, universities,
and others to join us.

Now, tax credits mean lost revenue for Trea-
sury. It costs money. And since we've got big
deficits, we've got to pay for it. So to pay for it,
I've asked Congress to eliminate the billions in
taxpayer dollars that we currently give to oil
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companies. They are doing just fine on their
own. [Laughter] So it’s time to stop subsidizing
yesterday’s energy; it’s time to invest in tomor-
row’s. It’s time to win the future. That’s what
our project is.

Now, Penn State is a place that knows a little
bit about playing to win. Last I counted, Coach
Paterno has got more than 400 wins under his
belt. But your Nation needs to win too. We
need you to be as proud of what you do in the
lab as you are of what your football team does
on the field. We need you to seek break-
throughs and new technologies that we can’t
even imagine yet. And especially the young
people who are here, we need you to act with a
sense of urgency, to study and work and create
as if the fate of the country depends on you,
because it does. It depends on you.

And if we're harnessing all the energy in this
room, all the young people in this audience,
then I'm confident we’ll do it. We can do this
because what this university is going to lead
will be more than a pioneering research center
or an economic engine for Pennsylvania and
America for years to come. What you’re going
to do is lead a modern-day incubator for what
sets us apart, the greatest force that the world
has ever known, and that is the American idea.

If you remember that and keep breaking
new ground, if we as a country keep investing
in you, I'm absolutely confident that America
will win the future in this century, just like we
did in the last.

Thank you. God bless you, and God bless
the United States of America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:35 p.m.

The President’s News Conference With Prime Minister Stephen J. Harper

of Canada
February 4, 2011

President Obama. Good afternoon, every-
one. Please be seated.

I am very pleased to be welcoming my great
friend and partner, Prime Minister Stephen
Harper, back to the White House to reaffirm

our extraordinary friendship and cooperation
between the United States and Canada. I'd like
to talk a bit about what we accomplished today
and then address the situation unfolding in

Egypt.
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The United States and Canada are not sim-
ply allies, not simply neighbors; we are woven
together like perhaps no other two countries in
the world. We’re bound together by our societ-
ies, by our economies, by our families—which
reminds me, my brother-in-law’s birthday is to-
day, and I have to call him. [Laughter]

And in our many meetings together, I've
come to value Stephen’s candor and his focus
on getting results, both when it comes to our
two countries and to meeting global challeng-
es. Although I, unfortunately, have not yet had
the pleasure of seeing him and his band jam to
the Rolling Stones, but I'm told the videos
have become a sensation on YouTube. So T'll
be checking those out after this bilateral.
[Laughter]

We’ve had a very successful day. Our focus
has been on how we increase jobs and econom-
ic growth on both sides of the border. Canada
is our largest trading partner and the top desti-
nation for American exports, supporting some
1.7 million jobs here. So today we’ve agreed to
several important steps to increase trade, im-
prove our competitiveness, and create jobs for
both our people.

First, we agreed to a new vision for manag-
ing our shared responsibilities, not just at the
border, but beyond the border. That means
working more closely to improve border secu-
rity with better screening, new technologies,
and information sharing among law enforce-
ment, as well as identifying threats early. It also
means finding new ways to improve the free
flow of goods and people. Because with over a
billion dollars in trade crossing the border ev-
ery single day, smarter border management is
key to our competitiveness, our job creation,
and my goal of doubling U.S. exports.

And, Mr. Prime Minister, I thank you for
your leadership and commitment to reaching
this agreement.

We've directed our teams to develop an ac-
tion plan to move forward quickly, and I'm
confident that we’re going to get this done so
that our shared border enhances our shared
prosperity.

Second, we're launching a new effort to get
rid of outdated regulations that stifle trade and
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job creation. Like the Governmentwide review
that I ordered last month, we need to obviously
strike the right balance, protecting our public
health and safety and making it easier and less
expensive for Americans and Canadians to
trade and do business, for example, in the auto
industry. And a new council that we're creating
today will help make that happen.

Third, we discussed a wide range of ways to
promote trade and investment, from clean en-
ergy partnerships to the steps Canada can take
to strengthen intellectual property rights.

And we discussed a range of common secu-
rity challenges, including Afghanistan, where
our forces serve and sacrifice together. Today I
want to thank Prime Minister Harper for Can-
ada’s decision to shift its commitment to focus
on training Afghan forces. As we agreed with
our Lisbon—or our NATO and coalition allies
in Lisbon, the transition to Afghan lead for se-
curity will begin this year, and Canada’s contri-
bution will be critical to achieving that mission
and keeping both our countries safe.

Finally, we discussed our shared commit-
ment to progress with our partners in the
Americas, including greater security coopera-
tion. And I especially appreciated the Prime
Minister’s perspective on the region as I pre-
pare for my trip to Central and South America
next month.

Let me close by saying a few words about
the situation in Egypt. This is obviously still a
fluid situation, and we’re monitoring it closely.
So I'll make just a few points.

First, we continue to be crystal clear that we
oppose violence as a response to this crisis. In
recent days, we've seen violence and harass-
ment erupt on the streets of Egypt that violates
human rights, universal values, and interna-
tional norms. So we are sending a strong and
unequivocal message: Attacks on reporters are
unacceptable, attacks on human rights activists
are unacceptable, attacks on peaceful protest-
ers are unacceptable.

The Egyptian Government has a responsi-
bility to protect the rights of its people. Those
demonstrating also have a responsibility to do
so peacefully. But everybody should recognize
a simple truth: The issues at stake in Egypt will



not be resolved through violence or suppres-
sion. And we are encouraged by the restraint
that was shown today. We hope that it contin-
ues.

Second, the future of Egypt will be deter-
mined by its people. It’s also clear that there
needs to be a transition process that begins
now. That transition must initiate a process
that respects the universal rights of the Egyp-
tian people and that leads to free and fair elec-
tions.

The details of this transition will be worked
out by Egyptians. And my understanding is
that some discussions have begun. But we are
consulting widely within Egypt and with the
international community to communicate our
strong belief that a successful and orderly tran-
sition must be meaningful. Negotiations should
include a broad representation of the Egyptian
opposition, and this transition must address the
legitimate grievances of those who seek a bet-
ter future.

Third, we want to see this moment of tur-
moil turn into a moment of opportunity. The
entire world is watching. What we hope for
and what we will work for is a future where all
of Egyptian society seizes that opportunity.
Right now a great and ancient civilization is go-
ing through a time of tumult and transforma-
tion. And even as there are grave challenges
and great uncertainty, I am confident that the
Egyptian people can shape the future that they
deserve. And as they do, they will continue to
have a strong friend and partner in the United
States of America.

Mr. Prime Minister.

Prime Minister Harper. Well, first of all,
thank you, Barack. Both thank you for your
friendship, both personal and national, and
thank you for all the work you've done and all
of your people have done to bring us to our an-
nouncement today.

[At this point, Prime Minister Harper spoke in
French. He then provided an English transla-
tion of his remarks, as follows.]

And I will just repeat that.
Today President Obama and I are issuing a
declaration on our border, but it is, of course,
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much more than that. It is a declaration on our
relationship. Over the past nearly 200 years,
our two countries have progressively devel-
oped the closest, warmest, most integrated,
and most successful relationship in the world.
We are partners, neighbors, allies, and most of
all, we are true friends.

In an age of expanding opportunities, but al-
so of grave dangers, we share fundamental in-
terests and values just as we face common
challenges and threats.

At the core of this friendship is the largest
bilateral trading relationship in history. And
since the signing of the Canada-U.S. free trade
agreement, a milestone in the development of
the modern era of globalization, that partner-
ship has grown spectacularly.

Not only is the U.S. Canada’s major export
market, Canada is also America’s largest export
market: larger than China, larger than Mexico,
larger than Japan, larger than all the countries
of the European Union combined. Eight mil-
lion jobs in the United States are supported by
your trade with Canada. And Canada is the
largest, the most secure, the most stable, and
the friendliest supplier of that most vital of all
America’s purchases: energy.

It is in both our interests to ensure that our
common border remains open and efficient,
but it is just as critical that it remains secure
and in the hands of the vigilant and the dedi-
cated. Just as we must continually work to en-
sure that inertia and bureaucratic sclerosis do
not impair the legitimate flow of people, goods,
and services across our border, so too, we must
up our game to counter those seeking new
ways to harm us.

And I say “us” because as I have said before,
a threat to the United States is a threat to Can-
ada: to our trade, to our interests, to our values,
to our common civilization. Canada has no
friends among America’s enemies, and Ameri-
ca has no better friend than Canada.

The declaration President Obama and I are is-
suing today commits our governments to find
new ways to exclude terrorists and criminals who
pose a threat to our peoples. It also commits us
to finding ways to eliminate regulatory barriers
to cross-border trade and travel, because simpler
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rules lead to lower costs for business and con-
sumers and ultimately to more jobs.

Shared information, joint planning, compat-
ible procedures, and inspection technology will
all be key tools. They make possible the effec-
tive risk management that will allow us to ac-
celerate legitimate flows of people and goods
between our countries while strengthening our
physical security and economic competitive-
ness.

So we commit to expanding our manage-
ment of the border to the concept of a North
American perimeter, not to replace or elimi-
nate the border, but, where possible, to
streamline and decongest it.

There is much work to do. The declaration
marks the start of this endeavor, not the end;
an ambitious agenda between two countries,
sovereign and able to act independently when
we so choose, according to our own laws and
aspirations, but always understanding this, that
while a border defines two peoples, it need not
divide them. That is the fundamental truth to
which Canadians and Americans have borne
witness for almost two centuries. And through
our mutual devotion to freedom, democracy,
and justice at home and abroad, it is the exam-
ple we seek to demonstrate for all others.

President Obama. All right, we've got time
for a couple of questions. I'm going to start
with Alister Bull [Reuters].

Egypt/Energy

Q. Thank you very much, Mr. President. Is
it conceivable to you that a genuine process of
democratic reform can begin in Egypt while
President Mubarak remains in power, or do
you think his stepping aside is needed for re-
form even to begin?

And to Prime Minister Harper, on the ener-
gy issue, did you discuss Canada’s role as a se-
cure source of oil for the United States, and in
particular, did you receive any assurances the
U.S. administration looks favorably on Trans-
Canada’s proposed Keystone Pipeline to the
Gulf Coast? Thank you.

President Obama. 1 have had two conversa-
tions with President Mubarak since this crisis
in Egypt began, and each time I've emphasized
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the fact that the future of Egypt is going to be
in the hands of Egyptians. It is not us who will
determine that future. But I have also said that
in light of what’s happened over the last 2
weeks, going back to the old ways is not going
to work. Suppression is not going to work. En-
gaging in violence is not going to work. At-
tempting to shut down information flows is not
going to work.

In order for Egypt to have a bright future,
which I believe it can have, the only thing that
will work is moving a orderly transition process
that begins right now, that engages all the par-
ties, that leads to democratic practices, fair and
free elections, a representative government
that is responsive to the grievances of the
Egyptian people.

Now, I believe that President Mubarak
cares about his country. He is proud, but he’s
also a patriot. And what I've suggested to him
is, is that he needs to consult with those who
are around him in his Government. He needs
to listen to what’s being voiced by the Egyptian
people and make a judgment about a pathway
forward that is orderly, but that is meaningful
and serious.

And T believe that—he’s already said that
he’s not going to run for reelection. This is
somebody who’s been in power for a very long
time in Egypt. Having made that psychological
break, that decision that he will not be running
again, I think the most important for him to ask
himself, for the Egyptian Government to ask
itself, as well as the opposition to ask itself, is
how do we make that transition effective and
lasting and legitimate.

And as I said before, that’s not a decision ul-
timately the United States makes or any coun-
try outside of Egypt makes. What we can do,
though, is affirm the core principles that are
going to be involved in that transition. If you
end up having just gestures towards the oppo-
sition, but it leads to a continuing suppression
of the opposition, that’s not going to work. If
you have the pretense of reform, but not real
reform, that’s not going to be effective.

And as I said before, once the President
himself announced that he was not going to be
running again, and since his term is up rela-



tively shortly, the key question he should be
asking himself is: How do I leave a legacy be-
hind in which Egypt is able to get through this
transformative period? And my hope is, is that
he will end up making the right decision.

Prime Minister Harper. You asked me about
the question of energy, and yes, we did discuss
the matter you raised. And let me just say this
in that context. I think it is clear to anyone who
understands this issue that the need of the
United States for fossil fuels far in excess of its
ability to produce such energy will be the reali-
ty for some time to come. And the choice that
the United States faces in all of these matters is
whether to increase its capacity, to accept such
energy from the most secure, most stable, and
friendliest location it can possibly get that en-
ergy, which is Canada, or from other places
that are not as secure, stable, or friendly to the
interests and values of the United States.

President Obama. I think we've got a Cana-
dian reporter.

Canada-U.S. Relations/Border Security/Egypt

Q. Prime Minister, can you answer this in
English and French? Canadians will be asking
how much of our sovereignty and our privacy
rights will be given up to have more open bor-
ders and an integrated economy. And while I
have you on your feet, I want to ask you about
Egypt as well, whether you feel that Mr.
Mubarak should be stepping down sooner, it
would help the transition?

And, Mr. President, on the sovereignty is-
sue, you’re welcome to answer it—you don’t
have to speak in French, though. [Laughter]

President Obama. Thank you. [Laughter]
Now, I love French, but I'm just not very capa-
ble of speaking it. [Laughter]

Prime Minister Harper. On the question of
sovereignty, this declaration is not about sover-
eignty. We are sovereign countries who have
the capacity to act as we choose to act. The
question that faces us is to make sure we act in
a sovereign way that serves Canada’s interests.
It is in Canada’s interests to work with our
partners in the United States to ensure that our
borders are secure and ensure that we can
trade and travel across them as safely and as
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openly as possible within the context of our dif-
ferent laws.

And that is what we're trying to achieve
here. We share security threats that are very
similar on both sides of the border. We share
an integrated economic space where it doesn’t
make sense to constantly check the same cargo
over and over again. If we can do that at a pe-
rimeter, if we can decongest the border, that’s
what we should be doing. If we can harmonize
regulations in ways that avoid unnecessary du-
plication and redtape for business, these are
things that we need to do.

So that’s what this is all about. This is about
the safety of Canadians, and it is about creating
jobs and economic growth for the Canadian
economy.

Let me maybe—TI'll do French, and then I'll
come to Egypt.

[Prime Minister Harper provided a French
translation of his remarks. He then continued
in English, as follows.]

On the question of Egypt, let me just agree
fully with what President Obama has said. I
don’t think there is any doubt from anyone
who is watching the situation that transition is
occurring and will occur in Egypt. The ques-
tion is what kind of transition this will be and
how it will lead. It is ultimately up to the Egyp-
tian people to decide who will govern them.

What we want to be sure is that we lead to-
wards a future that is not simply more demo-
cratic, but a future where that democracy is
guided by such values as nonviolence, as the
rule of law, as respect and respect for human
rights, including the rights of minorities, in-
cluding the rights of religious minorities.

[Prime Minister Harper provided a French
translation of his remarks.]

President Obama. With respect to security
issues and sovereignty issues, obviously, Cana-
da and the United States are not going to
match up perfectly on every measure with re-
spect to how we balance security issues, priva-
cy issues, openness issues. But we match up
more than probably any country on Earth.
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We have this border that benefits when it is
open. The free flow of goods and services re-
sults in huge economic benefits for both sides.
And so the goal here is to make sure that we
are coordinating closely and that as we are tak-
ing steps and measures to ensure both open-
ness and security, that we're doing so in ways
that enhances the relationship as opposed to
creates tensions in the relationship. And we are
confident that we’re going to be able to achieve
that.

We’ve already made great progress just over
the last several years on various specific issues.
What we're trying to do now is to look at this in
a more comprehensive fashion, so that it’s not
just border security issues, but it’s a broader

set of issues involved. And T have great confi-
dence that Prime Minister Harper is going to
be very protective of certain core values of
Canada, just as I would be very protective of
the core values of the United States, and those
won’t always match up perfectly.

And T thought—TI agree even more with his
answer in French. [Laughter]

All right. Thank you very much, everybody.

NOTE: The President’s news conference began
at 3:21 p.m. in the South Court Auditorium of
the Dwight D. Eisenhower Executive Office
Building. In his remarks, the President re-
ferred to his brother-in-law Konrad Ng.

Joint Declaration by President Barack Obama and Prime Minister Stephen J.
Harper of Canada: Beyond the Border: A Shared Vision for Perimeter
Security and Economic Competitiveness

February 4, 2011

The United States and Canada are staunch
allies, vital economic partners, and steadfast
friends. We share common values, deep links
among our citizens, and deeply rooted ties.
The extensive mobility of people, goods, capi-
tal, and information between our two countries
has helped ensure that our societies remain
open, democratic, and prosperous.

To preserve and extend the benefits our
close relationship has helped bring to Ameri-
cans and Canadians alike, we intend to pursue
a perimeter approach to security, working to-
gether within, at, and away from the borders of
our two countries to enhance our security and
accelerate the legitimate flow of people, goods,
and services between our two countries. We
intend to do so in partnership, and in ways that
support economic competitiveness, job cre-
ation, and prosperity.

We have advanced our prosperity through
the U.S.-Canada Free Trade Agreement and
the North American Free Trade Agreement.
Over $250 billion of direct investment by each
country in the other, and bilateral trade of
more than half-a-trillion dollars a year in goods
and services create and sustain millions of jobs
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in both our countries. At the U.S.-Canada bor-
der, nearly one million dollars in goods and
services cross every minute, as well as 300,000
people every day, who cross for business, plea-
sure, or to maintain family ties.

The United States and Canada share a long
history of cooperation in defending our values
and freedoms. We stand together to confront
threats to our collective security as partners in
the North Atlantic Treaty Organization. We
work shoulder-to-shoulder in the defense of
both our nations through the North American
Aerospace Defense Command (NORAD).

We share responsibility for the safety, secu-
rity, and resilience of the United States and of
Canada in an increasingly integrated and glo-
balized world. We intend to address security
threats at the earliest point possible in a man-
ner that respects privacy, civil liberties, and hu-
man rights.

I. PRINCIPLES

We intend to work together in cooperation
and partnership to develop, implement, man-
age, and monitor security initiatives, standards,
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