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America’s strength comes from the richness of
our cultures and the diversity of our people.

I wish all who celebrate the new year peace,
prosperity, and good health.

Letter to Senate Leadership on the Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty
February 2, 2011

Dear Mr. Chairman: (Dear Senator:)

I am pleased to transmit, in response to
Condition 6 of the New START Treaty Reso-
lution of Advice and Consent to Ratification
of December 22, 2010, the Report on Con-
ventional Prompt Global Strike. I look for-
ward to continuing to work with you and the
Committee as we implement the New START
Treaty.

Sincerely,

BARACK OBAMA

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to John F.
Kerry, chairman, and Richard G. Lugar, rank-
ing member, Senate Committee on Foreign
Affairs; and Carl M. Levin, chairman, and John
S. McCain III, ranking member, Senate Com-
mittee on Armed Services.

Message to the Senate on the Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty
February 2, 2011

To the Senate of the United States:

I have considered the United States Senate’s
December 22, 2010, Resolution of Advice and
Consent to Ratification of the Treaty between
the United States of America and the Russian
Federation on Measures for the Further Re-
duction and Limitation of Strategic Offensive
Arms, signed in Prague on April 8, 2010, with
Protocol, including Annexes (the “New START
Treaty”; Treaty Document 111–5), and I here-
by certify that:

1. United States National Technical Means,
in conjunction with the verification activities
provided for in the New START Treaty, are
sufficient to ensure effective monitoring of
Russian compliance with the provisions of the
New START Treaty and timely warning of any
Russian preparation to break out of the limits
in Article II of the New START Treaty.

2. The New START Treaty does not re-
quire, at any point during which it will be in
force, the United States to provide to the Rus-
sian Federation telemetric information under
Article IX of the New START Treaty, Part Sev-
en of the Protocol, and the Annex on Telemet-
ric Information to the Protocol for the launch
of (a) any missile defense interceptor, as de-
fined in paragraph 44 of Part One of the Proto-

col to the New START Treaty; (b) any satellite
launches, missile defense sensor targets, and
missile defense intercept targets, the launch of
which uses the first stage of an existing type of
United States intercontinental ballistic missile
(ICBM) or submarine-launched ballistic mis-
sile (SLBM) listed in paragraph 8 of Article III
of the New START Treaty; or (c) any missile
described in clause (a) of paragraph 7 of Arti-
cle III of the New START Treaty.

3. I intend to (a) modernize or replace the
triad of strategic nuclear delivery systems: a
heavy bomber and air-launched cruise missile,
an ICBM, and a nuclear-powered ballistic mis-
sile submarine (SSBN) and SLBM; and (b)
maintain the United States rocket motor indus-
trial base.

4. (a) The United States will seek to initiate,
following consultation with NATO Allies but
not later than 1 year after the entry into force of
the New START Treaty, negotiations with the
Russian Federation on an agreement to address
the disparity between the non-strategic (tacti-
cal) nuclear weapons stockpiles of the Russian
Federation and of the United States and to se-
cure and reduce tactical nuclear weapons in a
verifiable manner; and (b) it is the policy of the
United States that such negotiations shall not
include defensive missile systems.
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