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who we are. We are inventors and we are mak-
ers and we are doers.

If we want a robust, growing economy, we
need a robust, growing manufacturing sector.
That’s why we told the auto industry 2 years
ago that if they were willing to adapt, we’d
stand by them. Today, they’re profitable,
they’re creating jobs, and they’re repaying tax-
payers ahead of schedule.

That’s why we’ve launched a partnership to
retrain workers with new skills. That’s why
we’ve invested in clean energy manufacturing
and new jobs building wind turbines and solar

panels and advanced batteries. We have not
run out of stuff to make. We’ve just got to rein-
vigorate our manufacturing sector so that it
leads the world the way it always has, from pa-
per and steel and cars to new products that we
haven’t even dreamed up yet. That’s how we’re
going to strengthen existing industries; that’s
how we’re going to spark new ones. That’s how
we’re going to create jobs, grow the middle
class, and secure our economic leadership.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:02 a.m. in
the National Robotics Engineering Center.

Statement on the International Day in Support of Victims of Torture
June 24, 2011

As we mark the anniversary of the United
Nations Convention against Torture, I join
people around the world in honoring the vic-
tims of torture, paying tribute to all those who
are courageously working to eradicate these in-
human practices from our world, and reaffirm-
ing the commitment of the United States to
achieving this important goal.

Generations of Americans have understood
that torture is inconsistent with our values.
Over two decades ago, President Reagan
signed and a bipartisan Senate coalition rati-
fied this landmark document, which affirms
the essential principle that under no circum-
stances is torture ever justified. Torture and
abusive treatment violate our most deeply held
values, and they do not enhance our national
security. They undermine it by serving as a re-
cruiting tool for terrorists and further endan-
gering the lives of American personnel. Fur-
thermore, torture and other forms of cruel, in-
human, or degrading treatment are ineffective
at developing useful, accurate information. As

President, I have therefore made it clear that
the United States will prohibit torture without
exception or equivocation, and I reaffirmed
our commitment to the Convention’s tenets
and our domestic laws.

As a nation that played a leading role in the
effort to bring this treaty into force, the United
States will remain a leader in the effort to end
torture around the world and to address the
needs of torture victims. We continue to sup-
port the United Nations Voluntary Fund for
Victims of Torture and to provide funding for
domestic and international programs that pro-
vide assistance and counseling for torture vic-
tims. We also remain dedicated to supporting
the efforts of other nations, as well as interna-
tional and nongovernmental organizations, to
eradicate torture through human rights train-
ing for security forces, improving prison and
detention conditions, and encouraging the de-
velopment and enforcement of strong laws that
outlaw this abhorrent practice.

The President’s Weekly Address
June 25, 2011

Hello, everybody. Earlier this week, I spoke
about our way forward in Afghanistan, and I
said that because of the extraordinary work of
our men and women in uniform, civilians, and

our coalition partners, we will soon begin bring-
ing our troops home, just as we’ve begun doing
in Iraq. After a decade of conflict, we’re finally
bringing these wars to a responsible end.
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That’s in the best interest of America’s secu-
rity, and it’s also in the best interest of Ameri-
ca’s economy. Even though we’ve turned our
economy in the right direction over the past
couple of years, many Americans are still hurt-
ing, and now is the time to focus on nation-
building here at home.

Of course, there’s been a real debate about
where to invest and where to cut, and I’m com-
mitted to working with members of both par-
ties to cut our deficits and debt. But we can’t
simply cut our way to prosperity. We need to
do what’s necessary to grow our economy, cre-
ate good, middle class jobs, and make it possi-
ble for all Americans to pursue their dreams.

That means giving our kids the best educa-
tion in the world so they have the knowledge
and skills to succeed in this economy. It means
rebuilding our crumbling roads, railways, and
runways. And it means investing in the cutting-
edge research and technologies that will spur
growth in the years ahead, from clean energy
to advanced manufacturing.

That’s why I’m here today at Carnegie Mel-
lon in Pittsburgh, one of America’s leading re-
search universities. Behind me is a display
from a company called RedZone Robotics.
The robots they make are used to explore wa-
ter and sewage pipes and find leaks and
breaks before they become expensive prob-
lems. But the folks at RedZone aren’t just
solving problems; they’re working with unions
to create new jobs operating the robots, and
they’re saving cities millions of dollars in in-
frastructure costs.

This company is just one example of how
advanced manufacturing can help spur job
creation and economic growth across this
country. That’s why this week we launched
what we’re calling an Advanced Manufactur-

ing Partnership. It’s a partnership that brings
our Federal Government together with some
of America’s most brilliant minds and some of
America’s most innovative companies and
manufacturers.

Their mission is to come up with a way to
get ideas from the drawing board to the manu-
facturing floor to the marketplace as swiftly as
possible, which will help create quality jobs
and make our businesses more competitive.
But they also have a broader mission. It’s to re-
new the promise of American manufacturing,
to help make sure America remains in this cen-
tury what we were in the last, a country that
makes things, a country that outbuilds and
outinnovates the rest of the world.

I know these have been tough years for
American manufacturing and all the workers
and families who’ve built their lives around it.
But being here in Pittsburgh, I’m hopeful
about the future. I’m hopeful when I think
about how companies like RedZone are rein-
vigorating manufacturing or about how what
started as a small trade school is now a global
research university. We are a people who’ve al-
ways adapted to meet the challenges of a new
time, who’ve always shaped our own destiny,
and I’m absolutely confident that that’s what
we’re going to do one more time.

Have a great weekend.

NOTE: The address was recorded at approxi-
mately 11:35 a.m. on June 24 in the National
Robotics Engineering Center at Carnegie Mel-
lon University in Pittsburgh, PA, for broadcast
on June 25. The transcript was made available
by the Office of the Press Secretary on June
24, but was embargoed for release until 6 a.m.
on June 25.

Remarks Honoring the 2010 Major League Soccer Champion Colorado
Rapids
June 27, 2011

The President. Thank you. Everybody,
please have a seat. Now, I just want to point

out that I got the memo and dressed appropri-
ately in the gray suit. [Laughter]
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