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the best place on Earth to do business. That’s
what we’re called to do at this moment. And in
my State of the Union, I talked about how we
get there.

It starts by making sure that every single
child can get a good education and every
American can afford college or career train-
ing, because that’s what will help light the
spark in the minds of innovators and ensure
that our people have the skills to work for in-
novative companies.

We also need to make sure that America can
move goods and information as fast as any of
our competitors, whether on the road or on-
line, because good infrastructure helps our
businesses sell their products and services fast-
er and cheaper.

We have to reform our Government and cut
wasteful spending so that we eliminate what we
don’t need to pay for the investments we need
to grow, like education and medical research.

As we can see here in Manitowoc, we need
to ensure that we’re promoting innovation, es-
pecially in promising areas like clean energy.
This is going to be key to growing our economy
and helping businesses create jobs. Orion, for
example, was able to open with the help of
small-business loans and incentives that are
creating demand for clean energy technologies
like wind power and solar panels.

That’s why I’ve proposed a bigger tax credit
for the research that companies do. And to give
these companies the certainty of knowing there
will be a market for what they sell, I set this
goal for America: By 2035, 80 percent of elec-
tricity should come from clean energy.

This is going to help spark innovation at busi-
nesses across America. This is going to spur
new products and technologies. This is going to
lead to good, new jobs. And that’s how we win
the future, by unleashing the talent and ingenu-
ity of American businesses and American work-
ers in every corner of this country.

So to those who say that America’s best days
are behind them, let them come here, to Mani-
towoc. Let them come to this once-shuttered
factory that is now bustling with workers build-
ing new technologies for the world. Let them
come here to see the incredible promise of our
country. This is the future, and it is bright.

Thanks.

NOTE: The address was recorded at approxi-
mately 12:10 p.m. on January 26 at Orion En-
ergy Systems, Inc., in Manitowoc, WI, for
broadcast on January 29. The transcript was
made available by the Office of the Press Sec-
retary on January 28, but was embargoed for
release until 6 a.m. on January 29.

Remarks on the Situation in Egypt
February 1, 2011

Good evening, everybody. Over the past
few days, the American people have watched
the situation unfolding in Egypt. We’ve seen
enormous demonstrations by the Egyptian
people. We’ve borne witness to the beginning
of a new chapter in the history of a great
country and a long-time partner of the United
States.

And my administration has been in close
contact with our Egyptian counterparts and a
broad range of the Egyptian people, as well as
others across the region and across the globe.

And throughout this period, we’ve stood for a
set of core principles.

First, we oppose violence. And I want to
commend the Egyptian military for the profes-
sionalism and patriotism that it has shown thus
far in allowing peaceful protests while protect-
ing the Egyptian people. We’ve seen tanks cov-
ered with banners and soldiers and protesters
embracing in the streets. And going forward, I
urge the military to continue its efforts to help
ensure that this time of change is peaceful.

Second, we stand for universal values, in-
cluding the rights of the Egyptian people to
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freedom of assembly, freedom of speech, and
the freedom to access information. Once more,
we’ve seen the incredible potential for technol-
ogy to empower citizens and the dignity of
those who stand up for a better future. And go-
ing forward, the United States will continue to
stand up for democracy and the universal
rights that all human beings deserve, in Egypt
and around the world.

Third, we have spoken out on behalf of the
need for change. After his speech tonight, I
spoke directly to President Mubarak. He rec-
ognizes that the status quo is not sustainable
and that a change must take place. Indeed, all
of us who are privileged to serve in positions
of political power do so at the will of our peo-
ple. Through thousands of years, Egypt has
known many moments of transformation. The
voices of the Egyptian people tell us that this
is one of those moments, this is one of those
times.

Now, it is not the role of any other country
to determine Egypt’s leaders. Only the Egyp-
tian people can do that. What is clear—and
what I indicated tonight to President
Mubarak—is my belief that an orderly transi-
tion must be meaningful, it must be peaceful,
and it must begin now.

Furthermore, the process must include a
broad spectrum of Egyptian voices and opposi-
tion parties. It should lead to elections that are
free and fair. And it should result in a govern-
ment that’s not only grounded in democratic
principles, but is also responsive to the aspira-
tions of the Egyptian people.

Throughout this process, the United States
will continue to extend the hand of partnership
and friendship to Egypt. And we stand ready to
provide any assistance that is necessary to help
the Egyptian people as they manage the after-
math of these protests.

Over the last few days, the passion and the
dignity that has been demonstrated by the peo-
ple of Egypt has been an inspiration to people
around the world, including here in the United
States, and to all those who believe in the inev-
itability of human freedom.

To the people of Egypt, particularly the
young people of Egypt, I want to be clear: We
hear your voices. I have an unyielding belief
that you will determine your own destiny and
seize the promise of a better future for your
children and your grandchildren. And I say
that as someone who is committed to a part-
nership between the United States and
Egypt.

There will be difficult days ahead. Many
questions about Egypt’s future remain unan-
swered. But I am confident that the people of
Egypt will find those answers. That truth can
be seen in the sense of community in the
streets. It can be seen in the mothers and fa-
thers embracing soldiers. And it can be seen in
the Egyptians who linked arms to protect the
national museum: a new generation protecting
the treasures of antiquity, a human chain con-
necting a great and ancient civilization to the
promise of a new day.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 6:44 p.m. in the
Grand Foyer at the White House.

Statement on the Observance of the Lunar New Year
February 2, 2011

I send my best wishes to Asian Americans
and Pacific Islanders and all who celebrate the
Lunar New Year across the United States and
around the world. 

As people of all cultures and faiths welcome
in the new year, let all of us celebrate our fami-

lies and our ancestors and enjoy the company of
our loved ones. Across America, in large cities
and in small towns, many will mark this occa-
sion with festive celebrations. Many Americans
of Asian descent will carry on the rich traditions
of their heritage, reminding us again that
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