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But today, here and around the world, we com-
memorate Juneteenth as a time to celebrate
the rich heritage and significant contributions
of African Americans and to recommit our-
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selves as Americans to the enduring pursuit of
a more perfect Union and to the eternal princi-
ples of liberty and justice for all.

Statement on the United States Commitment to Open Investment Policy

June 20, 2011

The United States reaffirms our open in-
vestment policy, a commitment to treat all in-
vestors in a fair and equitable manner under
the law, and I encourage all countries to pur-
sue such a policy. My administration is com-
mitted to ensuring that the United States con-
tinues to be the most attractive place for busi-
nesses to locate, invest, grow, and create jobs.
We encourage and support business invest-
ment from sources both at home and abroad.

Investments by foreign-domiciled compa-
nies and investors create well-paid jobs, con-
tribute to economic growth, boost productivity,
and support American communities. The Unit-
ed States consistently receives more foreign di-
rect investment than any other country in the
world. By voting with their balance sheets,
businesses from abroad have clearly stated that
the United States is one of the best places in
the world to invest. This is because we have a
strong and open economy, the world’s most
productive workforce, a unique culture of in-
novation and entrepreneurship, remarkable
colleges and universities, and a business envi-

Statement on World Refugee Day
June 20, 2011

As we mark World Refugee Day, I join with
people around the globe in highlighting the
plight of the 15 million refugees in the world
today, and we reaffirm our commitment to sup-
port them as they seek a safe place to call home
again. In particular, we honor the courage of
those who have been forcibly displaced from
their homes, including men, women, and chil-
dren in Libya, Syria, Cote d’Ivoire, who remind
us that somewhere in the world, refugees are
forced to flee their homes virtually every day.

This year marks the 60th anniversary of the
1951 Convention relating to the Status of Ref-

ronment marked by transparency, protection
of intellectual property, and the rule of law.

Inbound investment has long been an im-
portant component of our overall economy.
Today, United States subsidiaries of foreign-
domiciled companies employ more than 5 mil-
lion Americans and provide above-average
compensation. These companies invest in in-
novation here in the United States, spending
over $40 billion each year on research and de-
velopment. And in many cases the goods and
services produced here are sold around the
world, contributing to the National Export Ini-
tiative goal of doubling exports.

In a global economy, the United States faces
increasing competition for the jobs and indus-
tries of the future. Taking steps to ensure that
we remain the destination of choice for inves-
tors around the world will help us win that
competition and bring prosperity to our peo-
ple. Consistent with our national security and
while ensuring a level playing field for Ameri-
can investors, we will do just that.

ugees, a landmark achievement of internation-
al law that sets forth certain rights of refugees
and legal obligations of states relating to refu-
gees. Hundreds of thousands, and probably
millions, of people around the world are alive
today thanks to the help and protection they
received from the international community
when they were forced to flee their countries
to escape violence, oppression, abuse, and oth-
er forms of persecution.

This year is also the 50th anniversary of the
1961 Convention on the Reduction of State-
lessness. In at least 30 countries, nationality
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laws discriminate against women and limit
their ability to acquire and transmit citizenship
to their children or spouses, which can lead to
statelessness. The United States will continue
to work to empower women and girls and en-
sure opportunities for displaced and stateless
women throughout the world.

Our values and our interests dictate that the
protection of the most vulnerable is a critical
component of our foreign policy. We have a

moral imperative to save lives. We also have in-
terest in sustaining U.S. leadership, which en-
ables us to drive the development of interna-
tional humanitarian principles, programs, and
policies like no other government in the world.
Such efforts promote reconciliation, security,
and well-being in circumstances where despair
and misery threaten stability and critical U.S.
national security interests.

Statement on the Approval of the Settlement in the Cobell Class-Action

Lawsuit on Indian Trust Management
June 20, 2011

After 15 years of litigation, today’s decision
marks another important step forward in the
relationship between the Federal Government
and Indian Country. Resolving this dispute was
a priority for my administration, and we will
engage in government-to-government consul-
tations with tribal nations regarding the land

consolidation component of the settlement to
ensure that this moves ahead at an appropriate
pace and in an appropriate manner. And going
forward, my administration will continue to
strengthen our relationship with Indian Coun-

try.

Remarks at a Democratic National Committee Fundraiser

June 20, 2011

Thank you, everybody. It is wonderful to see
so many great friends. To Amy and all those
who helped to organize tonight’s dinner, I
couldn’t be more grateful.

Debbie Wasserman Schultz, our new DNC
chair, thank you for all the extraordinary work
that you're doing. I could not have made a bet-
ter pick.

I want to spend most of the time in a con-
versation as opposed to just me making a long
speech. But I do want to talk a little bit about
the context in which we meet this evening. Ob-
viously, we're going through extraordinarily
challenging times. We've gone through the
worst economic crisis since the Great Depres-
sion. And a huge amount of energy has been
devoted over the last 2 years to making sure
that we pulled ourselves back from the brink;
that an economy that was contracting is grow-
ing again; that we're putting more and more
people back to work; that businesses are able
to succeed; that we're educating our kids; that
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we're making investments that will help assure
that America remains not only the most power-
ful country on Earth, but also one that is just
and one that lives up to the American Dream,
the idea that anybody who has a good idea,
anybody who’s willing to work hard, that
they’ve got a shot at not only living a good life,
but also passing on an even better life to their
kids.

We also have an extraordinarily challenging
international environment. When I came into
office, we were in the midst of two wars. We
are almost done with our troop presence in
Iraq, by the end of this year. And in Afghani-
stan, we're in the process of a transition where
we are starting to give more and more respon-
sibility to Afghans for their own security, at the
same time as we have been dogged in pursuing
Al Qaida and are creating a situation where it is
very, very difficult for them to operate.

But in the midst of all this, what we’ve now
also seen is the kind of tumult taking place in
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