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one thing that we have to remind ourselves ev-
ery day is we're all Americans and we're all
part of the American family.

So finally, the last point I'd make is we've
got some servicemembers here who helped to
not only play the banjo and make some won-
derful music, but folks who serve each and ev-
ery day. For all of those who serve our country
in uniform, thank you so much and God bless
you. We're all grateful to you. All right?
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So you guys have fun. And I want you guys
to eat until you can’t eat any more. [Laughter]
All right? And then tomorrow you can “Let’s
Move!” [Laughter] All right. Thank you very
much, everybody. Appreciate it.

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:20 p.m. on the
South Lawn at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to First Lady Michelle
Obama’s “Let’s Move!” initiative.

Joint Statement by President Barack Obama and President Tsakhia

Elbegdorj of Mongolia
June 16, 2011

The President of the United States of Amer-
ica, Barack Obama, and the President of Mon-
golia, Elbegdorj Tsakhia, today reaffirmed
their commitment to a United States-Mongolia
comprehensive partnership based on common
values and shared strategic interests. They em-
phasized their two countries’ common interest
in protecting and promoting freedom, democ-
racy and human rights worldwide, and con-
firmed their intention to strengthen trade, in-
vestment and people-to-people ties so as to
support economic growth and deepen the
bonds of friendship between their two peoples.
The two sides underscored their commitment
to promoting a peaceful, stable and prosperous
Asia-Pacific region through closer regional co-
operation and support for regional multilateral
institutions.

The United States and Mongolia reaffirmed
their nations’ commitments to the principles of
cooperation outlined in the 2007 U.S.-Mongo-
lia Joint Statement, and to the consensus
reached in the 2004 and 2005 U.S.-Mongolia
Joint Statements. The United States applauded
the progress made by the Mongolian people in
the past 22 years to deepen the foundations of
their young democracy, congratulated Mongo-
lia on assuming the Chairmanship of the Com-
munity of Democracies in July 2011, and ex-
pressed its full support and close cooperation
with Mongolia in successfully fulfilling the
Chair’s responsibilities.

Mongolia welcomed and supported the key
role played by the United States as an Asia-
Pacific nation in securing peace, stability and
prosperity in the region. The United States re-
affirmed its support for a secure and prosper-
ous Mongolia that plays an active role in re-
gional affairs and that promotes strong, friend-
ly and open relations with its neighbors. The
United States and Mongolia pledged to work
together to address their shared economic, se-
curity and development interests through re-
gional institutions in the Asia-Pacific and
through the United Nations and other multilat-
eral organizations.

The two sides committed to further develop
their countries’ strong economic partnership.
The United States confirmed its support for
Mongolia’s efforts to integrate its economy into
regional and international economic and finan-
cial institutions. Mongolia expressed its appre-
ciation for continued U.S. support and eco-
nomic assistance. Mongolia noted the impor-
tant role that U.S. companies, with their inter-
nationally leading management, technical,
safety, environmental, and sustainable mining
practices, will play in the development of the
country’s coal, other mineral resource, infra-
structure, agriculture, energy and tourism in-
dustries. The United States welcomed Mongo-
lian International Airlines’ decision to pur-
chase Boeing commercial jetliners and its de-
clared intention to expand its fleet further with
U.S. aircraft in the future. The United States
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and Mongolia expressed their intention to en-
sure a welcoming investment and business cli-
mate for each other’s companies. In this re-
gard, the two sides highlighted the importance
of concluding the negotiations and signing a bi-
lateral Transparency Agreement by the end of
2011, taking into full account the resources, ca-
pacity and legal processes of each country. In
order to further deepen economic ties, the two
sides signed additional memoranda aimed at
trade promotion and aviation cooperation.

Mongolia expressed its thanks for the sup-
port provided by the United States under the
Millennium Challenge Corporation Compact
Agreement, and both sides looked forward to
the continued successful implementation of
Compact projects that will increase transpar-
ency, stimulate sustained economic growth and
alleviate poverty in Mongolia. The Mongolian
side expressed its intention to take the neces-
sary steps to qualify for consideration for a sec-
ond MCC Compact Agreement.

The United States thanked Mongolia for its
support of the international coalition in
Afghanistan, for its announced intention to re-
deploy peacekeeping forces to Iraq, and for the
country’s notable support for UN peacekeep-
ing efforts in Africa. Mongolia thanked the
United States for the support it provided to
Mongolia’s Defence Reform Program. As part

of this effort, the nations are working together
to build an air mobility capability to support
peacekeeping and humanitarian assistance op-
erations. Both sides decided to continue prac-
tical cooperation in peacekeeping training
through exercises such as Gobi Wolf, Khaan
Quest and Pacific Angel.

The United States and Mongolia have de-
cided to explore mutually advantageous activi-
ties in nuclear energy based on the September
2010 Memorandum of Understanding be-
tween the two countries. The United States
recognized and supported the Mongolian Nu-
clear Initiative, and applauded Mongolia’s nu-
clear weapons free status. Mongolia confirmed
its support for President Obama’s Prague vi-
sion to include the call for a “New Internation-
al Framework.”

The United States and Mongolia expressed
their intention to deepen and broaden people-
to-people ties. Building on the creativity of our
societies, both countries emphasized the im-
portance that educational and cultural ex-
changes play in the bilateral relationship, and
confirmed the role that innovative public-pri-
vate partnerships can play in strengthening bi-
lateral ties.

NOTE: An original was not available for verifi-
cation of the content of this joint statement.

Statement on the United Nations Human Rights Council Resolution on
Human Rights, Sexual Orientation, and Gender Identity

June 17, 2011

Today for the first time in history, the Unit-
ed Nations adopted a resolution dedicated to
advancing the basic human rights of lesbian,
gay, bisexual, and transgender (LGBT) per-
sons. This marks a significant milestone in the
long struggle for equality and the beginning
of a universal recognition that LGBT persons
are endowed with the same inalienable rights
and entitled to the same protections as all hu-
man beings. The United States stands proudly
with those nations that are standing up to in-
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tolerance, discrimination, and homophobia.
Advancing equality for LGBT persons should
be the work of all peoples and all nations.
LGBT persons are entitled to equal treat-
ment, equal protection, and the dignity that
comes with being full members of our diverse
societies. As the United Nations begins to
codify and enshrine the promise of equality
for LGBT persons, the world becomes a safer,
more respectful, and more humane place for

all people.
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