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Now, going forward, this moment of volatili-
ty has to be turned into a moment of promise.
The United States has a close partnership with
Egypt, and we’ve cooperated on many issues,
including working together to advance a more
peaceful region. But we’ve also been clear that
there must be reform—political, social, and
economic reforms that meet the aspirations of
the Egyptian people.

In the absence of these reforms, grievances
have built up over time. When President
Mubarak addressed the Egyptian people to-
night, he pledged a better democracy and
greater economic opportunity. I just spoke to
him after his speech, and T told him he has a
responsibility to give meaning to those words,
to take concrete steps and actions that deliver
on that promise.

Violence will not address the grievances of
the Egyptian people, and suppressing ideas
never succeeds in making them go away.
What's needed right now are concrete steps
that advance the rights of the Egyptian people:
a meaningful dialogue between the Govern-
ment and its citizens and a path of political
change that leads to a future of greater free-
dom and greater opportunity and justice for
the Egyptian people.

Now, ultimately, the future of Egypt will be
determined by the Egyptian people. And I be-
lieve that the Egyptian people want the same
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I'm speaking to you today from Manitowoc,
Wisconsin, where I'm at an innovative compa-
ny called Orion Energy Systems.

Just a few years ago, this was an empty ware-
house. A major employer had shut down this
factory, moved its operations abroad, and took
a lot of jobs away from this town.

Today, this is a thriving enterprise once
more. You're looking at part of a factory where
250 workers are building advanced clean ener-
gy systems, state-of-the-art technologies that
use solar power and energy efficiency to save
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things that we all want: a better life for our-
selves and our children and a government that
is fair and just and responsive. Put simply, the
Egyptian people want a future that befits the
heirs to a great and ancient civilization.

The United States always will be a partner in
pursuit of that future. And we are committed
to working with the Egyptian Government and
the Egyptian people—all quarters—to achieve
it.

Around the world, governments have an ob-
ligation to respond to their citizens. That’s true
here in the United States, that’s true in Asia, it
is true in Europe, it is true in Africa, and it’s
certainly true in the Arab world, where a new
generation of citizens has the right to be heard.

When I was in Cairo, shortly after I was
elected President, I said that all governments
must maintain power through consent, not co-
ercion. That is the single standard by which the
people of Egypt will achieve the future they
deserve.

Surely there will be difficult days to come.
But the United States will continue to stand up
for the rights of the Egyptian people and work
with their Government in pursuit of a future
that is more just, more free, and more hopeful.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 6:33 p.m. in the
State Dining Room at the White House.

farms and businesses thousands of dollars on
their utility bills.

I'm here because this business and others
like it are showing us the way forward. And in
the coming days, I'll be shining a spotlight on
innovators across America who are relying on
new technologies to create new jobs and op-
portunities in new industries.

That’s what companies like Orion are doing,
and that’s how America will win the future: by
outinnovating, outeducating, and outbuilding
our competitors. We'll win the future by being



the best place on Earth to do business. That’s
what we’re called to do at this moment. And in
my State of the Union, I talked about how we
get there.

It starts by making sure that every single
child can get a good education and every
American can afford college or career train-
ing, because that's what will help light the
spark in the minds of innovators and ensure
that our people have the skills to work for in-
novative companies.

We also need to make sure that America can
move goods and information as fast as any of
our competitors, whether on the road or on-
line, because good infrastructure helps our
businesses sell their products and services fast-
er and cheaper.

We have to reform our Government and cut
wasteful spending so that we eliminate what we
don’t need to pay for the investments we need
to grow, like education and medical research.

As we can see here in Manitowoc, we need
to ensure that we're promoting innovation, es-
pecially in promising areas like clean energy.
This is going to be key to growing our economy
and helping businesses create jobs. Orion, for
example, was able to open with the help of
small-business loans and incentives that are
creating demand for clean energy technologies
like wind power and solar panels.

Remarks on the Situation in Egypt
February 1, 2011

Good evening, everybody. Over the past
few days, the American people have watched
the situation unfolding in Egypt. We've seen
enormous demonstrations by the Egyptian
people. We've borne witness to the beginning
of a new chapter in the history of a great
country and a long-time partner of the United
States.

And my administration has been in close
contact with our Egyptian counterparts and a
broad range of the Egyptian people, as well as
others across the region and across the globe.

Administration of Barack Obama, 2011 / Feb. 1

That’s why I've proposed a bigger tax credit
for the research that companies do. And to give
these companies the certainty of knowing there
will be a market for what they sell, T set this
goal for America: By 2035, 80 percent of elec-
tricity should come from clean energy.

This is going to help spark innovation at busi-
nesses across America. This is going to spur
new products and technologies. This is going to
lead to good, new jobs. And that’s how we win
the future, by unleashing the talent and ingenu-
ity of American businesses and American work-
ers in every corner of this country.

So to those who say that America’s best days
are behind them, let them come here, to Mani-
towoc. Let them come to this once-shuttered
factory that is now bustling with workers build-
ing new technologies for the world. Let them
come here to see the incredible promise of our
country. This is the future, and it is bright.

Thanks.

NOTE: The address was recorded at approxi-
mately 12:10 p.m. on January 26 at Orion En-
ergy Systems, Inc., in Manitowoc, WI, for
broadcast on January 29. The transcript was
made available by the Office of the Press Sec-
retary on January 28, but was embargoed for
release until 6 a.m. on January 29.

And throughout this period, we've stood for a
set of core principles.

First, we oppose violence. And I want to
commend the Egyptian military for the profes-
sionalism and patriotism that it has shown thus
far in allowing peaceful protests while protect-
ing the Egyptian people. We've seen tanks cov-
ered with banners and soldiers and protesters
embracing in the streets. And going forward, I
urge the military to continue its efforts to help
ensure that this time of change is peaceful.

Second, we stand for universal values, in-
cluding the rights of the Egyptian people to
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