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That’s what people are hoping for, and it’s not
too much to ask.

Puerto Rico, I don’t need to tell you that
we’re not there yet. We’re not where we need
to be. But in these challenging times, people
on this island don’t quit. We don’t turn back.
People in America don’t quit. We don’t turn
back. We place our bets on entrepreneurs and
on workers and on our families. We under-
stand that there is strength in our diversity. We
renew the American Dream. We have done it
before. We will do it again.

Muchas gracias. Thank you very much.
Thank you. Thank you, Puerto Rico.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:43 a.m. at
the Luis Munoz Marin International Airport.
In his remarks, he referred to Andres Lopez,
member, Democratic National Committee;
Francisco Pavia, delegate, 2008 Democratic
National Convention; Commonwealth Sen.
Eduardo Bhatia and Gov. Luis G. Fortuno of
Puerto Rico; musician Marc Anthony; and Jose
J. Barea, point guard, National Basketball As-
sociation’s Dallas Mavericks. 

Message to the Congress on Continuation of the National Emergency With
Respect to the Actions and Policies of Certain Members of the Government
of Belarus and Other Persons To Undermine Belarus Democratic Processes
or Institutions
June 14, 2011

To the Congress of the United States:

Section 202(d) of the National Emergencies
Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for the auto-
matic termination of a national emergency un-
less, prior to the anniversary date of its declara-
tion, the President publishes in the Federal
Register and transmits to the Congress a notice
stating that the emergency is to continue in ef-
fect beyond the anniversary date. In accor-
dance with this provision, I have sent to the
Federal Register for publication the enclosed
notice stating that the national emergency and
related measures blocking the property of cer-
tain persons undermining democratic process-
es or institutions in Belarus are to continue in
effect beyond June 16, 2011.

The flawed December 2010 Presidential
election in Belarus and its aftermath—the
harsh violence against peaceful demonstrators;
the continuing detention, prosecution, and im-
prisonment of opposition Presidential candi-
dates and others; and the continuing repression
of independent media and civil society activ-
ists—all show that the Government of Belarus
has taken steps backward in the development of

democratic governance and respect for human
rights. The actions and policies of the Govern-
ment of Belarus and other persons to under-
mine Belarus democratic processes or institu-
tions, to commit human rights abuses related to
political repression, and to engage in public
corruption pose a continuing unusual and ex-
traordinary threat to the national security and
foreign policy of the United States. For this
reason, I have determined that it is necessary to
continue the national emergency declared to
deal with this threat and the related measures
blocking the property of certain persons.

BARACK OBAMA

The White House,
June 14, 2011.

NOTE: The message referred to opposition
Presidential candidates Vladimir Neklyaev,
Andrei Sannikov, Vital Rymasheuski, Nikolai
Statkevich, and Dmitry Uss of Belarus. The
notice is listed in Appendix D at the end of this
volume.
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