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and that’s not what we stand for. We don’t be-
lieve that people should have to hope against
hope that they’ll stay healthy or hang all their
fortunes on chance. We don’t believe, in a
country like ours, that 1 in 10, 1 in 8 of our citi-
zens should be that vulnerable no matter how
hard they’re working. We believe in something
better.

So the time for fighting the battles of the last
2 years has now passed. It’s time to move for-
ward. And these efforts—strengthening our
families, getting our fiscal house in order, al-
lowing small businesses to grow, allowing en-
trepreneurs to strike out on their own free
from crushing costs—they’re critical to our
economic success. And by reforming our
health care system so it doesn’t dictate any-
body’s economic fate, America can decide its
own.

Now, as vital as this reform is, as committed
as we are to getting our implementation right,
to win the future in this new and changing
world is going to require more from us. And I
believe we’re up to the task. I think that we can
create the jobs of the future by fortifying our
lead in innovation, including investing in bio-
technology that can deliver new cures for crip-
pling diseases. We can fill those jobs by guar-
anteeing all our children have the best skills
and education possible. We can convince the
businesses and industries of the 21st century to

take root right here by building and deploying
a new network of infrastructure.

We can bring down our deficits by taking re-
sponsibility, just as we’ve done in our own
lives, to cut wasteful and excessive spending
wherever we can find it. And we can restore
our people’s belief in our capacity to meet this
moment by reforming our Government so it’s
smarter and nimbler and equal to our times.

We can do all these things. All of you believe
we can do all these things, because just think
back to where we were standing 4 years ago.
Think of all the hard work and all the heart you
put into a cause that you believed in for
years—for years. And think of the feeling you
had the moment your efforts finally paid off,
that feeling when your faith was rewarded.

All of you are a reminder, you are proof of
the fact that we are a people that can change
our country for the better. And if all of us sum-
mon that spirit now, through all the hardships
and the ups and downs and twists and turns,
then I am absolutely convinced that our best
days still lie ahead.

So I could not be prouder of you, Families
USA. Thank you for your extraordinary work.
Thank you, Ron. Let’s keep on going. God
bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:27 a.m. at
the Hyatt Regency Washington on Capitol
Hill. In his remarks, he referred to Ron Pol-
lack, executive director, Families USA.

Remarks on the Situation in Egypt
January 28, 2011

Good evening, everybody. My administra-
tion has been closely monitoring the situation
in Egypt, and I know that we will be learning
more tomorrow when day breaks. As the situa-
tion continues to unfold, our first concern is
preventing injury or loss of life. So I want to be
very clear in calling upon the Egyptian authori-
ties to refrain from any violence against peace-
ful protestors.

The people of Egypt have rights that are
universal. That includes the right to peaceful
assembly and association, the right to free

speech, and the ability to determine their own
destiny. These are human rights, and the Unit-
ed States will stand up for them everywhere.

I also call upon the Egyptian Government to
reverse the actions that they’ve taken to inter-
fere with access to the Internet, to cell phone
service, and to social networks that do so much
to connect people in the 21st century.

At the same time, those protesting in the
streets have a responsibility to express them-
selves peacefully. Violence and destruction will
not lead to the reforms that they seek.
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Now, going forward, this moment of volatili-
ty has to be turned into a moment of promise.
The United States has a close partnership with
Egypt, and we’ve cooperated on many issues,
including working together to advance a more
peaceful region. But we’ve also been clear that
there must be reform—political, social, and
economic reforms that meet the aspirations of
the Egyptian people.

In the absence of these reforms, grievances
have built up over time. When President
Mubarak addressed the Egyptian people to-
night, he pledged a better democracy and
greater economic opportunity. I just spoke to
him after his speech, and I told him he has a
responsibility to give meaning to those words,
to take concrete steps and actions that deliver
on that promise.

Violence will not address the grievances of
the Egyptian people, and suppressing ideas
never succeeds in making them go away.
What’s needed right now are concrete steps
that advance the rights of the Egyptian people:
a meaningful dialogue between the Govern-
ment and its citizens and a path of political
change that leads to a future of greater free-
dom and greater opportunity and justice for
the Egyptian people.

Now, ultimately, the future of Egypt will be
determined by the Egyptian people. And I be-
lieve that the Egyptian people want the same

things that we all want: a better life for our-
selves and our children and a government that
is fair and just and responsive. Put simply, the
Egyptian people want a future that befits the
heirs to a great and ancient civilization.

The United States always will be a partner in
pursuit of that future. And we are committed
to working with the Egyptian Government and
the Egyptian people—all quarters—to achieve
it.

Around the world, governments have an ob-
ligation to respond to their citizens. That’s true
here in the United States, that’s true in Asia, it
is true in Europe, it is true in Africa, and it’s
certainly true in the Arab world, where a new
generation of citizens has the right to be heard.

When I was in Cairo, shortly after I was
elected President, I said that all governments
must maintain power through consent, not co-
ercion. That is the single standard by which the
people of Egypt will achieve the future they
deserve.

Surely there will be difficult days to come.
But the United States will continue to stand up
for the rights of the Egyptian people and work
with their Government in pursuit of a future
that is more just, more free, and more hopeful.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 6:33 p.m. in the
State Dining Room at the White House.

The President’s Weekly Address
January 29, 2011

I’m speaking to you today from Manitowoc,
Wisconsin, where I’m at an innovative compa-
ny called Orion Energy Systems.

Just a few years ago, this was an empty ware-
house. A major employer had shut down this
factory, moved its operations abroad, and took
a lot of jobs away from this town.

Today, this is a thriving enterprise once
more. You’re looking at part of a factory where
250 workers are building advanced clean ener-
gy systems, state-of-the-art technologies that
use solar power and energy efficiency to save

farms and businesses thousands of dollars on
their utility bills.

I’m here because this business and others
like it are showing us the way forward. And in
the coming days, I’ll be shining a spotlight on
innovators across America who are relying on
new technologies to create new jobs and op-
portunities in new industries.

That’s what companies like Orion are doing,
and that’s how America will win the future: by
outinnovating, outeducating, and outbuilding
our competitors. We’ll win the future by being
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