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be leaving the National Counterterrorism Cen-
ter, the counterterrorism community, and the

Nation in a significantly stronger position to
confront the terrorist threats we face.

Statement on Russia Day
June 10, 2011

I join the American people in sending my
best wishes to all those who are celebrating
Russia Day. Since the first Congress of the
Russian Federation declared a new sovereign
nation on June 12, 1992, the United States and
Russia have worked to build a relationship that
makes both our nations more secure and more
prosperous. Together, we have reduced our

nuclear arsenals, expanded trade and com-
merce, and deepened the ties between our
people. Here in the United States, we are
grateful for the many Russian Americans who
have helped to strengthen our country and
who play a vital role in bringing the Russian
and American people even closer.

The President’s Weekly Address
June 11, 2011

Hello, everyone. I want to spend a couple
minutes talking with you today about our econ-
omy. We’ve just come through the worst reces-
sion since the Great Depression, and while our
economy as a whole has been growing and add-
ing private sector jobs, too many folks are still
struggling to get back on their feet. I wish I
could tell you there was a quick fix to our eco-
nomic problems, but the truth is, we didn’t get
into this mess overnight, and we won’t get out
of it overnight. It’s going to take time.

The good news is, when it comes to job cre-
ation and economic growth, there are certain
things we know we can do. Now, government
is not and should not be the main engine of job
creation in this country. That’s the role of the
private sector. But one thing government can
do is partner with the private sector to make
sure that every worker has the necessary skills
for the jobs they’re applying for.

On Wednesday, I announced commitments
by the private sector, colleges, and the Nation-
al Association of Manufacturers that will make
it possible for 500,000 community college stu-
dents to get a manufacturing credential that
has the industry’s stamp of approval. If you’re a
company that’s hiring, you’ll know that anyone
who has this degree has the skills you’re look-
ing for. If you’re a student considering commu-

nity college, you’ll know that your diploma will
give you a leg up in the job market.

On Monday, I’ll travel to North Carolina,
where I’ll meet with my jobs council and talk
about additional steps we can take to spur pri-
vate sector hiring in the short term and ensure
our workers have the skills and training they
need in this economy.

There are also a few other things we know
will help grow our economy and give people
good jobs that support a middle class lifestyle.
We know that a quality education is a prerequi-
site for success, so we’re challenging States and
school districts to improve teaching and learn-
ing and making it a national goal to once again
have the highest proportion of college gradu-
ates in the world by 2020.

We know that more and more jobs are being
created in the clean energy sector, so we’re in-
vesting in wind power, solar power, and biofu-
els that will make us less dependent on foreign
oil and clean up our planet for our children.
These are steps we know will make a differ-
ence in people’s lives, not just 20 years from
now or 10 years from now, but now and in the
months to come.

In the end, the folks I hear from in letters or
meet when I travel across the country, they ar-
en’t asking for much. They’re just looking for a
job that covers their bills. They’re looking for a
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