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The President. That’s a nice-looking helmet
there. [Laughter]

Mr. Burns. As well as your exclusive Auburn
football national championship jersey.

The President. Exclusive. There you go.
[Laughter]

All right. Let’s—we’re going to strike the
podium so we can get a good picture.

[At this point, the podium was removed, and
the President posed for a photograph with
members of the Auburn University Tigers orga-
nization.]

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:10 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Robert and Nancy Gibbs,
parents of former White House Press Secre-
tary Robert L. Gibbs.

Statement on the United Nations High Level Meeting on AIDS
June 8, 2011

As we mark the 30th year of our fight against
HIV/AIDS, I join the United Nations High
Level Meeting on HIV/AIDS in honoring the
memory of all those we have lost to this disease
and rededicating ourselves to the fight against
this pandemic. Thanks to an aggressive global
response, fewer people are being infected, a di-
agnosis is no longer a death sentence, and more
people with HIV/AIDS are living long, vibrant
lives. But so long as tens of millions of people
live with this devastating disease, and so long as
nearly 2 million people die from AIDS-related
diseases every year, we cannot and will not rest.

As the global leader in the fight against
AIDS, the United States will continue to do
our part. That’s why my administration has in-
creased funding for the President’s Emergency
Plan for AIDS Relief to record levels, in-
creased our support to the Global Fund To
Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria, and
launched our Global Health Initiative to help

countries build their capacity to deliver better
health care, including for mothers and children
with HIV/AIDS. And we will continue to invest
in the pioneering research that holds the
promise of new treatments and brings us closer
to cures.

Still, it is not enough to simply do the same
things the same way. This week’s meeting at
the United Nations is an opportunity for all of
us to do better. More governments need to
contribute to this effort. More awareness is
needed so that no one with HIV/AIDS is stig-
matized or discriminated against. More coordi-
nation is needed so that the investments we’re
making are preventing as many infections, de-
livering as many treatments, and saving as
many lives as possible. No nation can do this
alone. Together, we can resolve to meet our
shared responsibilities. Together, we can come
closer to our vision of a world without HIV/
AIDS.

Statement on the Retirement of Michael E. Leiter as National
Counterterrorism Center Director
June 9, 2011

Mike Leiter’s entire career has been one of
service to our Nation, and I know his decision
to leave the National Counterterrorism Center
was undoubtedly a difficult one for him. Serv-
ing in two administrations since 2007, Mike led
the National Counterterrorism Center with
dedication and unwavering determination dur-

ing challenging and demanding times, and our
Nation is grateful for his many contributions to
our safety and security. Mike has been a trust-
ed adviser to me and to the entire national se-
curity team, providing us with an in-depth un-
derstanding of terrorist activities that affect our
Nation’s security. I am confident that Mike will


		Superintendent of Documents
	2022-01-26T09:20:59-0500
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




