
June 7 / Administration of Barack Obama, 2011

640

firm foundation, we tackle the current chal-
lenges we both face. Germany and the United
States are partners, sharing responsibility for a
peaceful and stable Afghanistan. We are pull-
ing in the same direction trying to keep Iran
from following its course of developing a nu-
clear forces capability. In North Africa, we
support the struggle for freedom. And in the
Middle East, we support efforts to fill the
peace process with new life. Together, we mas-
tered the aftershock of the global economic
and financial crisis. 

Yes, Germany and the United States do
share the same values: democracy and free-
dom, rule of law, and the universality of human
rights. And it is for this very reason that a close
partnership with the United States is just as
much part and parcel of Germany’s raison
d’être as is European integration. Both belong

together. Both are and remain the pillars of
German foreign policy. 

[At this point, Chancellor Merkel concluded
her remarks in English.]

Mr. President, dear Barack, in Berlin in
2008, you spoke to more than 200,000 people.
And in your address, you said America has no
better partner than Europe. And now it’s my
turn to say Europe and Germany have no bet-
ter partner than America. Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:36 a.m. on the
South Lawn at the White House, where Chan-
cellor Merkel was accorded a formal welcome
with full military honors. Chancellor Merkel
spoke partly in German, and those portions of
her remarks were translated by an interpreter.

The President’s News Conference With Chancellor Angela Merkel of
Germany
June 7, 2011

President Obama. Please, everyone, have a
seat. Good morning again. It is an honor to
welcome my good friend and partner Chancel-
lor Merkel back to the White House. We had a
wonderful dinner last night, one on one—al-
though, as you saw again this morning, Ange-
la’s English is much better than my German.

Michelle and I are very much looking for-
ward to hosting the Chancellor and Professor
Sauer at tonight’s state dinner, where I’ll have
the privilege of presenting Angela with the
Medal of Freedom.

As I said earlier, Germany is one of our
strongest allies. We see our partnership in the
drive of our workers and businesses who sus-
tain the largest trade relationships in the world.
We see it in the students and teachers, the sci-
entists and researchers who are unlocking new
innovations, including the clean, renewable en-
ergy sources that we need to combat climate
change and create the industries of the future.

We see our partnership in the courage of
our servicemembers who stand shoulder to
shoulder in Afghanistan, where Germans serve

under Americans and Americans serve under
Germans. Chancellor Merkel, I want to thank
you and the German people for your strong
commitment to this vital mission, and our
hearts go out to the wounded warriors and all
the families—American and German and oth-
ers—whose loved ones have given their lives to
keep us safe. We remember and honor them
all.

We see our partnership in the skill of our
diplomats who prevent the spread of deadly
weapons and stand up for democracy in Eu-
rope and beyond and in the passion of our de-
velopment experts as they work to avert suffer-
ing in countries like Sudan.

This is the essence of our alliance: two peo-
ples, bound by common values and committed
to the security, the prosperity, and the dignity
not just of our own citizens, but those far be-
yond our borders. And that’s also the essence
of my partnership with Chancellor Merkel.

Angela, I believe this is our tenth meeting
together. That doesn’t include the many phone
calls and video conferences that we seem to
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have at all hours of the day and night. There’s
hardly any global issue where we don’t consult
one another. I’ve said before, I always value
Angela’s pragmatic approach to complex is-
sues, her intelligence, her frankness. I trust
her. And as she’s said herself, it’s just fun to
work together. And it has been again fun today,
even as we’ve addressed some very urgent
challenges.

Germany is one of our largest trading part-
ners, and we discussed how to keep our econo-
mies growing and create the jobs that our peo-
ple need. As Angela mentioned in her remarks
at the opening ceremony, hundreds of thou-
sands of American jobs are supported by our
exports to Germany; hundreds of thousands of
Americans work for German companies that
have chosen to invest in America. I’m pleased
that billions of dollars more in German invest-
ment is making possible new plants—steel in
Alabama, manufacturing in Tennessee—all of
which go to create thousands of new American
jobs.

The Chancellor and I discussed the need to
eliminate regulations and barriers so we can
unleash even more trade and investment, in-
cluding in the area of electric vehicles, where
both our countries are leaders and where the
possibilities of American-German cooperation
are enormous. And of course, I very much ap-
preciated the Chancellor’s views on the finan-
cial situation in Europe, which we agree can-
not be allowed to put the global economic re-
covery at risk.

With regard to security, we discussed our
progress in Afghanistan, where we’ve broken
the Taliban’s momentum, trained Afghan forc-
es, and are now preparing to turn a corner in
our efforts. We’re scheduled to begin the tran-
sition to Afghan lead. And I reiterated that
we’ll begin reducing American forces this sum-
mer, even as we join with Germany and our
NATO allies in supporting Afghans in their po-
litical and economic efforts to forge a lasting
peace.

I thanked the Chancellor for her support for
the principles that I laid out last month as the
basis for negotiations between Israelis and Pal-
estinians. And I want to commend Angela for

her personal efforts to bring the parties back to
the negotiating table. Just as we agree that
both sides will need to make difficult choices,
we agree that unilateral actions—such as Pal-
estinians seeking a vote on statehood at the
U.N. General Assembly—should be avoided.

We agreed that Iran’s continuing nuclear
program, and its refusal to engage in any
meaningful talks with the international com-
munity, remain a very serious concern. So we
agreed that if the International Atomic Energy
Agency this week determines again that Iran is
continuing to ignore its international obliga-
tions, then we will have no choice but to con-
sider additional steps, including, potentially,
additional sanctions, to intensify the pressure
on the Iranian regime.

Finally, we discussed the historic changes
underway in North Africa and the Middle
East. With regard to Libya, I’d note that Ger-
many’s deployment of additional resources and
personnel to Afghanistan has allowed other
NATO allies to increase their support for the
mission to protect the Libyan people. The
Chancellor and I have been clear: Qadhafi
must step down and hand power to the Libyan
people, and the pressure will only continue to
increase until he does.

And following our agreement with our G–8
partners in Deauville, the Chancellor and I dis-
cussed our support for political and economic
reform across the Middle East and North Afri-
ca, especially in Tunisia and Egypt. The United
States and Germany are the two largest donors
of assistance to the region, and we agree that
this historic moment must not be squandered.

Along with the entire world, we have an
enormous stake in seeing that these transitions
to democracy succeed. And given the Chancel-
lor’s own remarkable life story, and her experi-
ence helping to heal the wounds of the past
and build a united Germany, I very much ap-
preciate her leadership and her partnership in
this effort.

So again, I’m very grateful to the Chancellor
for being here. I’m confident that the great al-
liance between our nations is going to remain
an indispensable pillar of a world that’s more
secure and more prosperous and more just.
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And I very much appreciate the personal
friendship that I enjoy with the Chancellor. So,
Angela.

Chancellor Merkel. Well, ladies and gentle-
men, Mr. President, dear Barack, I would like
to use this opportunity to thank you most
warmly for this wonderful reception. I’m say-
ing this also on behalf of the members of my
delegation.

This reception, I say, to the White House is
welcome, that I see as a testimony of our very
close friendship, of our partnership. If we re-
mind ourselves of the fact that every fifth
American today rightly points, and perhaps al-
so with a certain degree of pride, to his Ger-
man ancestry or her German ancestry, we can
safely say that we indeed share common roots.
And if we look at the names that loom large in
American history, Frederick Steuben, but
many leading leaders of the German—of the
American business community, Guggenheim,
Steinway, Strauss, Singer—all of these German
names. So that is a broad foundation on which
we can build.

And we are still grateful that so many Ger-
mans found asylum and a safe place to live dur-
ing the Second World War in the United
States. We have a broad-based exchange of
students. We have cooperation in science. We
work in air and space with the ISS. We share a
lot of successes. I mentioned the 50,000 sol-
diers—American soldiers—that are present to-
day in Germany are very welcome indeed in
my country.

Let me say this on a personal note. Without
the United States of America, I would, in all
probably, not be able to stand here before you
today. Overcoming the cold war required cour-
age from the people of Central and Eastern
Europe and what was then the German Demo-
cratic Republic, but it also required the stead-
fastness of Western partner over many decades
when many had long lost hope of integration of
the two Germanies and Europe. Many perhaps
didn’t even want this anymore. But the then-
President George Herbert Walker Bush said
German unity, European unity, is indeed
something that deserves our support.

So there are a lot of tasks that we have in
common, a lot of challenges that we need to
meet together. We’re doing this in this spirit of
freedom, of shared values. We want to bring
these values to bear on the international agen-
da. We’re dealing and—ever since the month
of January—with these issues, in the Arab
Spring in Syria, in Tunisia, in Egypt, in Libya.
That is a very great challenge.

But if I remember—let me take you back
perhaps to the period after the Second World
War when, through the Marshall Plan, Germa-
ny was able to get back on its feet again. I see
this also as our common task—as a task of the
Europeans and of the Americans and the Ger-
mans—to support this change, to make it pos-
sible for these young people to have a perspec-
tive for the future.

We talked about this. We talked about Ger-
many, in particular, with its experience and vo-
cational training schemes, offering an alliance
for jobs, for training and education. We’re
working together with the Egyptians and the
Tunisians on this with our foundations. Build-
ing up institutions, for example, is something
that we want to do.

I said that we, after all, opened up an office
in Benghazi that will serve as a clearinghouse
for training schemes, for example, for the secu-
rity forces, the police there on the ground, and
we will also, through an additional commit-
ment to Afghanistan, lend a contribution to
mastering the common challenges.

We talked about economic issues. In the G–20,
we worked very closely together, and I believe we
have been able to make a lot of progress there
and be successful. The situation in the Euro-
group in Europe obviously is also of very great
interest over here. Our Finance Ministers talk-
ed about these issues, but we, too, talked about
this at some length. And I said, yet again, for
Germany, Europe is not only indispensable, it
is part and parcel of our identity. We’ve always
said German unity, European unity and inte-
gration, that’s two parts of one and the same
coin. But we want obviously to boost our com-
petitiveness.

We are very much aware—very well aware
of the fact—both of us, I think, that we are in a
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tough competition with the emerging econo-
mies. So Europe needs to be competitive, and
we also need to be competitive if we wish to re-
main an interesting economic partner for the
United States. This has to be done on the basis
of strength, of competitiveness. So this is why
the Germans are pursuing a policy of a com-
petitive Europe, and this is—and it is also an
approach of solidarity. So we need to show sol-
idarity to the countries that need it, but they al-
so need to come to enhance competitiveness.

We talked about the Middle East peace pro-
cess. I think this was a very important initiative
to point out yet again: that the United States of
America, just as Germany and the European
Union, wish to promote a further development
of the peace process. We’re saying this to both
countries: We want a two-state solution. We
want a Jewish State of Israel and alongside a
independent Palestinian state. Unilateral mea-
sures are not helping at all to bring about this
cause, and we agree that we wish to cooperate
very closely on this, because as we both say,
time is of the essence. And looking at the
changes in the Arab area and the Arab region,
it would be a very good signal indeed if it came
out that talks between the parties are again
possible.

The commitment we take in Afghanistan
shows that we’re very close. We’re very grate-
ful for the close cooperation in the north of Af-
ghanistan that has turned out excellently. We
share the opinion that in Afghanistan we wish
to approach an—the matters in the sense of an
integrated security approach, a network securi-
ty approach. It was said we want to build up
not only the military side of it, but the civil side
of it. We wish to go in together, out together.
Afghanistan will need our support, however, in
the long run. So we will not abandon them.

Barack, thank you very much again for the
very friendly talks, for this very warm atmo-
sphere, for making it possible to have this ex-
change of views in a very candid matter. I think
even though we may look differently than our
predecessors we have a lot in common, I think,
and we have a lot to discuss.

Thank you.

President Obama. I’ll start off with Steve
Holland of Reuters.

U.S. Economy/Global Financial Markets

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. You both face
economic troubles. Mr. President, how wor-
ried are you about the threat of a double-dip
recession? What specific policies are you con-
sidering to help head it off? And abroad, do
you expect Germany to fund another bailout
for Greece?

And, Chancellor Merkel, is Europe con-
cerned about the possibility of the U.S. de-
faulting on its debt? Thank you.

President Obama. I’m not concerned about a
double-dip recession. I am concerned about the
fact that the recovery that we’re on is not pro-
ducing jobs as quickly as I want it to happen.

Prior to this month, we had seen 3 months
of very robust job growth in the private sector.
And so we were very encouraged by that. This
month you still saw job growth in the private
sector, but it had slowed down. We don’t yet
know whether this is a 1-month episode or a
longer trend.

Obviously, we’re experiencing some head-
winds, gas prices probably being most promi-
nent. It has an enormous impact on family
budgets and on the psychology of consumers.
And so we are taking a range of steps to make
sure that we’ve got an energy policy that can
bring some stability to world oil prices.

But the overall trend that we’ve seen over
the last 15 months—2 million—over 2 million
jobs created over the past 15 months, a re-
bounding of the manufacturing sector in the
United States that’s exemplified by the recov-
ery of the Big Three automakers here, all indi-
cates that we have set a path that will lead us to
long-term economic growth.

But we’ve still got some enormous work to
do. And as long as there are some folks out
there who are unemployed, looking for work,
then every morning when I wake up, I’m going
to be thinking about how we can get them back
to work.

Some of the steps that we took during the
lame duck session—the payroll tax, the extension
of unemployment insurance, the investment
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in—or the tax breaks for business investment in
plants and equipment—all those things have
helped. And one of the things that I’m going to
be interested in exploring with the members of
both parties in Congress is how do we continue
some of these policies to make sure that we get
this recovery up and running in a robust way.

We then have a set of long-term competi-
tiveness challenges that aren’t so different
from what Germany or any advanced country
is having to go through in the 21st century,
where we have emerging markets who are be-
coming more competitive themselves. And
we’re going to have to step up our game.

So making sure that our school systems are
working well and we’ve got the best-trained
workers in the world; making sure that we’re
investing in infrastructure so that we can at-
tract businesses to our shores; making sure that
we reform our tax system so it’s less complex,
more transparent, and is encouraging of busi-
ness investment; and getting a hold—getting a
handle on our deficit in a way that’s balanced
and sensible.

So we’re going to have some days where
things aren’t going as well as we’d like. There
are going to be some times where we’re sur-
prised with better economic data than we ex-
pected. We are on the path of a recovery, but
it’s got to accelerate, and that’s going to re-
quire a continuation of a lot of the steps that
I’ve already discussed.

With respect to the European situation, I
have had extensive discussions with Angela
about the situation there. It’s a tough situation,
and I think we all acknowledge it.

Greece’s debt is significant, and it is taking
some difficult steps to improve its situation.
But they’re under the gun from the interna-
tional capital markets, and as part—as a mem-
ber of the euro zone, they necessarily are going
to be looking to other members of the euro
zone to help them figure out a path forward.

Germany is going to be a key leader in that
process. And the politics of it are tough. You
recall how difficult it was for us to make invest-
ments in our own auto industry or to make sure
that we didn’t have a financial meltdown here.

Well, imagine if you’re having to make those
same decisions with 27 other countries with re-
spect to somebody else’s economic problems.
That gives you some sense of how tough the
politics are.

But I am confident that Germany’s leader-
ship, along with other key actors in Europe,
will help us arrive at a path for Greece to re-
turn to growth, for this debt to become more
manageable. But it’s going to require some pa-
tience and some time, and we have pledged to
cooperate fully in working through these issues
both on a bilateral basis, but also through inter-
national and financial institutions like the IMF.

Chancellor Merkel. Well, in Europe we are
very well aware of a responsibility for the glob-
al economy. Barack just outlined what the
Americans are doing in order to generate
growth and combat unemployment, which is
what we’re doing in Europe as well.

Through the global financial and economic
crisis, we’ve seen how interdependent we are.
And the stability of the euro zone is therefore
an important factor of stability for the whole of
the global economy. So we do see clearly our
European responsibility, and we’re shoulder-
ing that responsibility together with the IMF.

We’ve seen that the stability of the euro as a
whole will also be influenced if one country is
in trouble. And that is what this assistance is all
about. There are actually—there’s actually a
ban on bailouts in the treaties underpinning
the Stability and Growth Pact. But if a country
is in danger and thereby endangers the euro as
a whole, it is in each and every country’s vested
interest to see to it that this common currency
area is not endangered. And we will act in such
a way, however, that sustainability is guaran-
teed, as I said previously.

As far as the situation in the United States is
concerned, I think each and every one ought to
deal with his or her own problems. We in Eu-
rope have our hands full already with what we
need to do, and I’m absolutely convinced that
as we shoulder our responsibility and meet our
responsibility, so will the United States of
America.
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Chancellor Merkel’s Presidential Medal of
Freedom/German-U.S. Relations

Q. [Inaudible]—of her accomplishments in
the past, or is it as well an expression of the ex-
pectations that you would have for the future?
And if so, where do you see areas globally
where the Chancellor and Germany can do
more? 

And, Madam Chancellor, addressed to you,
Germany is, after all, actually being praised in
America through its economic might, its prog-
ress. Does this mean, however, also that it en-
tails certain enhanced responsibilities and
where you have to live up to responsibilities, or
do you think Germany needs to do more in the
future?

President Obama. With respect to the Med-
al of Freedom, it certainly is a recognition of
the Chancellor’s remarkable career. I think not
only has she been an excellent steward of the
German economy and the European project,
but she represents the unification of Europe
through her own life story and the capacity to
overcome the past and point towards a brighter
future.

So the extraordinary work that she’s already
done, I think, would by itself merit the Medal
of Freedom. Fortunately, she’s going to be
around quite a bit longer. And so she’s going to
be doing outstanding work in the future. Her
leadership will be critical on economic issues
of the sort that we just discussed in the euro
zone. And I very much compliment her on the
courage with which she approaches some of
these very difficult political issues, at some sig-
nificant political costs to herself.

On the international stage, there’s no issues
that we don’t coordinate closely with Germany.
And our work in Afghanistan, our work togeth-
er with NATO, the approach that we’ve taken
with respect to the Middle East and the Arab
Spring, our approaches to development issues
and how we help the poorest countries find
their place in the international economy, these
are all going to be areas where, I think, Ange-
la’s leadership will be welcomed and will be
absolutely critical for us to be able to achieve

the kind of more peaceful and prosperous
world that we want to see.

So she’s not finished yet; she’s got a lot more
work to do. I know sometimes she probably
wouldn’t mind a couple of days off, but she’ll
have to wait for that.

Chancellor Merkel. Well, I believe when you
see me standing here before you today and re-
ceiving this prestigious award of the Medal of
Freedom, it will perhaps also be a moment
where one needs to look back to 1989 and Ger-
man unification and what actually happened
there.

If you like, Germany entered into a qualita-
tively new phase. We were all of a sudden a re-
united country, a country with all rights, but al-
so with all the obligations.

If I think back to the beginning of the nine-
ties, we were struggling for a decision that
would enable us to send ships on the Adria,
taking part in reconnaissance missions. And if
you compare this to where we are today, you
see the road that we have traveled in the direc-
tion of assuming more international responsi-
bility. Military missions, participating in mili-
tary missions are part and parcel of that: on the
Balkans, in UNIFIL, in Afghanistan, in com-
bating piracy, and in many other areas.

But what’s also important in this con-
text—and that’s an approach that we both
share, Barack and I—is that we need to com-
bine military and civil engagement. And so I
think we live up to our international responsi-
bilities. The world is full of problems that we
need to address. That’s a reality, and you can-
not have enough partners that work together
with you in a coordinated way, and this is why
this cooperation is so extremely important for
our common future.

I’m saying this also as someone who comes
from Europe. The changes in North Africa are
changes that happen on our doorstep. Those
are our immediate neighbors, and we have a
choice. Either this works out well or we have
an enormous refugee problem.

And so it’s not only out of charity that we
help people. There’s not only a moral obliga-
tion. But we have also a vested interest in seeing
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to it that this continent, this region, comes on its
feet.

Libya/Global Financial Markets/U.S. National
Debt

Q. Thank you, Mr. President, Chancellor
Merkel. Mr. President, you called Chancellor
Merkel one of your closest global allies, but
you have differed in approach on a couple of
key issues—Libya and the global economic re-
covery—over the years. In Libya, do you be-
lieve more German military involvement in
that operation would bring it to a faster, more
decisive conclusion? And did you ask Chancel-
lor Merkel for such a commitment?

And on the European economic question,
did you ask her specifically to drop her insis-
tence that the private sector become involved in
the Greek debt bailout, which is holding up that
and which you’ve blamed the European slug-
gishness for America’s own stalled recovery?

Chancellor Merkel, if I could ask you, do you
believe NATO was mistaken in getting involved
militarily in Libya? And if not, why are you not
more directly involved militarily there? And
what more can you do to promote an accelerat-
ed European economic recovery? Thank you.

President Obama. Well, first of all, with re-
spect to Libya, I think it is important to note
that this is a NATO operation that’s fully inte-
grated, which means you have German person-
nel who are involved actively in these activities
in their NATO role. As I indicated before,
Germany has stepped up and taken additional
responsibilities in Afghanistan that have freed
up resources for us to be able to conduct our
operations in Libya.

Chancellor Merkel and I share the belief
that Qadhafi needs to step down for the sake of
his own people. And with respect to the pace
of operations and participation, I think if you
look at where we were 3 months ago and
where we are now, or 2 months ago and where
we are now, the progress that has been made
in Libya is significant.

Our goal there was to protect the Libyan
people from a potential slaughter. We have
done so. Benghazi is free from threat of the
Libyan regime right now. They are hunkered

down. Misurata, which was under severe at-
tack, is now in a situation where, although still
threatened, Qadhafi’s forces have been pushed
back. And that—so what you’re seeing across
the country is a inexorable trend of the regime
forces being pushed back, being incapacitated.
You’re seeing defections, oftentimes of some
very high-profile members of the Qadhafi Gov-
ernment, as well as the military. And I think it
is just a matter of time before Qadhafi goes.

And each country that is part of this coali-
tion is playing a different role. So we did a
whole bunch of stuff at the front end to disable
Qadhafi’s air defenses, to take out some of
their most significant firepower. Now we are in
a more supportive role as other countries have
stepped up.

Germany—we did discuss last night Germa-
ny’s role, and there is going to be a lot of work
to do when Qadhafi does step down, in terms
of getting the Libyan people back on their feet:
economic, political work that’s going to have to
be done. And my expectation is going to be
that there will be full and robust German sup-
port as there has been in the past from Germa-
ny on a wide range of issues.

With respect to the economy, as I said be-
fore, this is a tough and complicated piece of
business. And ultimately, Europeans are going
to have to make decisions about how they pro-
ceed forward. What you have to do is balance
the recognition that Greece has to grow, and
that means that there has to be private invest-
ment there. They’ve got to make structural re-
forms that make them more competitive. They
have to have greater transparency in their eco-
nomic system.

But given their level of debt, it also means
that other countries in the euro zone are going
to have to provide them a backstop and sup-
port. And frankly, people who are holding
Greek debt are going to have to make some de-
cisions, working with the European countries in
the euro zone, about how that debt is managed.

What we’ve done is to say to Germany and
other countries that are involved: We will be
there for you; we are interested in being sup-
portive. We think that America’s economic
growth depends on a sensible resolution of this
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issue. We think it would be disastrous for us to
see an uncontrolled spiral and default in Eu-
rope, because that could trigger a whole range
of other events. And I think Angela shares that
same view.

And so we’re going to have to work through
this issue methodically, and we will be support-
ive in any ways that we can to make sure that
all the best ideas are brought to bear on the
problem.

But let me just make one larger point
about—because it relates also to the question
that Steve asked earlier. I think people on both
sides of the Atlantic are understandably frus-
trated with the ups and downs of the economy,
the world economy. And it’s just very impor-
tant for folks to remember how close we came
to complete disaster.

The world economy took a severe blow 2½
years ago. And in part, that was because of a
whole set of policy decisions that had been
made and challenges that had been unad-
dressed over the course of the previous de-
cade. And recovering from that kind of body
blow takes time. And recovery is going to be
uneven, and there are going to be times where
we are making progress, but people are still
skittish and nervous, and the markets get skit-
tish and nervous, and so they pull back because
they’re still thinking about the traumas of just
2½  years ago.

And so economic data that in better times
would pass without comment, now suddenly,
people wonder, well, are we going to go back
to this terrible crisis? And all that affects con-
sumer confidence. It affects business confi-
dence. It affects the capital markets.

And so our task is to not panic, not
overreact, to make sure that we’ve got a plan, a
path forward in terms of how we make our
economies competitive, making sure we’re
dealing with the structural issues and the basic
fundamentals that will allow us to grow and
create a good, sound business environment.

So in America, for example, the need for us
to get a handle on our debt and our deficit is
going to be important; making sure that our in-
vestments in education, in clean energy, in in-
frastructure, that we find a way to do that.

In Germany and Europe, there are going to
be different sets of challenges. But the impor-
tant point is, is that—I think Angela would
agree—what we try not to do is to look day to
day at whatever is happening in the market-
place or whatever headlines are taking place
and be reactive. Our job is to set a course for
the medium and the long term that assures
that not only both our economies grow, but the
world economy is stable and prosperous. And I
think we can do that together.

Chancellor Merkel. Well, maybe I should
comment briefly on this as well. Two and a half
years ago, we experienced something that
didn’t exist for decades, ever since the twenties
and thirties of the previous century. And gen-
erally around, because we cooperated so well,
we were able to ward off the worst that could
have happened. And now we have a situation
that we believe is something that meets the
challenges of the future.

Before the crisis, we discussed what sort of
format are we to choose: a G–20, G–8, G–30.
Now we have the G–20, which is a good for-
mat, has proved to be a good format, and has,
for example, as regards settling this situation
and setting up rules for the financial markets,
has been able to come up with credible solu-
tions. And that has strengthened our coopera-
tion, although we do debate matters in a con-
troversial manner. For example, do we need
more stimulus? How much do we need? How
many savings programs and cuts programs do
we need? What structural programs do we
need?

I think that shows great openness, because
we’re all breaking new ground. These are un-
chartered waters, and we cannot, with all due
respect, rely completely on the financial busi-
ness community to give us good advice every
day. They have their own vested interest. So
we were dependent on our own good and
sound judgment. And exchanges will be neces-
sary on this in the future as well.

As regards Libya, the United Nations reso-
lution is applied—still applies. Qadhafi needs
to step down, and he will step down. I’m con-
vinced of that, because we have made great
progress. And then there will still be a lot of
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work to do. And in the future when we have
the talks on this, we agree that Germany is
showing—will be showing that it is responsible
and committed to the Libyan cause. There will
be a lot of problems still to contend with, and
we’ll be in the closest possible contact.

We support—Germany supports the NATO
operation simply by being present in the stance
there, and also by stepping up our commit-
ment in Afghanistan. It is our joint will that this
NATO mission is successful. And this is impor-
tant for the people in Libya, but it’s also impor-
tant for NATO, for the alliance at large. And
here we have one heart of allies that beats with
the other allies.

Germany-U.S. Relations

Q. The German decision on Libya has bur-
dened the German-American relationship
somewhat. Were you surprised by these irrita-
tions and this warm reception? Is this some-
thing like a reset button or a breaking up—out
into a new future? And you, President Obama,
were in Buchenwald and Baden-Baden, but as
a new President, not in Berlin. Why not? And
will this happen once you have your new term
of office?

Chancellor Merkel. Well, I believe that this
present event here today, after all, has been
agreed for a long time, and our partnership,
our friendship rests on a very broad basis, as I
said this morning. And sometimes there may
be differences of opinion in such a friendship
and partnership.

What’s important is that we wish each other
every success. Not each and every one can be
in on missions. For example, we participated in
UNIFIL, where the United States are not par-
ticipating.

Without, sort of, mixing up things here,
there will be areas in the world where we
shoulder different responsibilities. Partners are
doing together with others, things that we be-
lieve can be useful. And this is what we want to

do. We want to see to it that our contribution is
bringing about a success, is encouraging other
people to now see we wish to live in a democ-
racy, this is good, this is sensible.

So I see today’s event as a wonderful recep-
tion, but it’s not something that’s so unusual. I
see it in a continuity of our very close relations,
and I do see it as another starting point, if you
like, for meeting other challenges of the future.

On the question of Germany, you said that
the American President, some people say in
Germany, has not really been to Germany at
all. He was in Dresden, he was in Buchenwald,
he was in Baden-Baden for the NATO confer-
ence. Berlin opens its arms to him every day.
But the Berliners can also wait. They have
proved this throughout their history.

President Obama. I look very much forward
to being in Berlin. And the last time I was
there, we had a lot of fun. [Laughter] And I’m
sure that I’ll have a wonderful time the next
time I’m there as well. And I appreciate you as-
suming that I’ll have another term. [Laughter]
And so I’ll have plenty of time to be able to put
Berlin on my schedule. All right? Thank you
very much, everybody.

Chancellor Merkel. And I can promise that
the Brandenburg Gate will be standing for
some more time.

President Obama. Thank you.

NOTE: The President’s news conference began
at 11:41 a.m. in the East Room at the White
House. In his remarks, he referred to Joachim
Sauer, husband of Chancellor Merkel; and Col.
Muammar Abu Minyar al-Qadhafi, leader of
Libya. Chancellor Merkel referred to Secre-
tary of the Treasury Timothy F. Geithner; and
Minister of Finance Wolfgang Schaeuble of
Germany. She also referred to the United Na-
tions Interim Forces in Lebanon (UNIFIL).
Chancellor Merkel and some reporters spoke
in German, and their remarks were translated
by an interpreter.
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