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Message to the Senate Transmitting the Protocol Amending the Swiss
Confederation-United States Taxation Convention

January 26, 2011
To the Senate of the United States:

I transmit herewith, for the advice and con-
sent of the Senate to their ratification, the Pro-
tocol Amending the Convention between the
United States of America and the Swiss Con-
federation for the Avoidance of Double Taxa-
tion with Respect to Taxes on Income, signed
at Washington on October 2, 1996, signed on
September 23, 2009, at Washington, as cor-
rected by an exchange of notes effected No-
vember 16, 2010 (the “proposed Protocol”)
and a related agreement effected by an ex-
change of notes on September 23, 2009 (the
“related Agreement”). I also transmit for the
information of the Senate the report of the De-
partment of State, which includes an Overview
of the proposed Protocol and related Agree-
ment.

The proposed Protocol and related Agree-
ment provide for more robust exchange of in-

formation between tax authorities in the two
countries to facilitate the administration of
each country’s tax laws. They generally follow
the current U.S. Model Income Tax Conven-
tion and the Organization for Economic Coop-
eration and Development standards for ex-
change of tax information. The proposed Pro-
tocol and related Agreement also provide for
mandatory arbitration of certain cases that the
competent authorities of each country have
been unable to resolve after a reasonable peri-
od of time.

I recommend that the Senate give early and
favorable consideration to the proposed Proto-
col and related Agreement and give its advice
and consent to their ratification.

BARACK OBAMA

The White House,
January 26, 2011.

Statement on the Death of Human Rights Activist David Kato

January 27, 2011

I am deeply saddened to learn of the mur-
der of David Kato. In Uganda, David showed
tremendous courage in speaking out against
hate. He was a powerful advocate for fairness
and freedom. The United States mourns his
murder, and we recommit ourselves to David’s
work.

At home and around the world, LGBT per-
sons continue to be subjected to unconsciona-
ble bullying, discrimination, and hate. In the
weeks preceding David Kato’s murder in
Uganda, five members of the LGBT communi-
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ty in Honduras were also murdered. It is es-
sential that the governments of Uganda and
Honduras investigate these killings and hold
the perpetrators accountable.

LGBT rights are not special rights; they are
human rights. My administration will continue
to strongly support human rights and assis-
tance work on behalf of LGBT persons abroad.
We do this because we recognize the threat
faced by leaders like David Kato and we share
their commitment to advancing freedom, fair-
ness, and equality for all.
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