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downfall of a broader system of Soviet repres-
sion. And that’s had ripple effects and ramifica-
tions around the world, not just in Central and
Eastern Europe.

Your actions charted a course for freedom
that inspired many on this continent and be-
yond. And it has many relevant lessons, so we
want to encourage all states undergoing similar
experiences to learn from Poland. We all know
that in the aftermath of the overthrow of a re-
pressive regime, emotions run high. But new
democratic governments have to show them-
selves to be able to channel that energy in con-
structive ways, to hold themselves to higher
standards than their authoritarian predecessors
in being inclusive, respecting the rule of law,
respecting minority rights, believing in free-
dom of expression even when we don’t agree
with what’s being expressed. And so I think
that Poland has navigated that process as well
as any country in recent history.

I very much value the contributions that Po-
land is making in Tunisia. I appreciate the fact
that your Foreign Minister has now visited
Benghazi.

So again, let me thank everybody in this
room, but the people of Poland, for being an
inspiration to change around the world. And
I’m very much looking forward to hearing
some of the observations that those who’ve
fought long and hard for democracy may have
as we face similarly transformative moments
around the world.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:15 p.m. at
the Presidential Palace. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Foreign Affairs Minister Radoslaw
Sikorski of Poland. President Komorowski re-
ferred to former Prime Minister Tadeusz
Mazowiecki of Poland. President Komorowski
spoke in Polish, and his remarks were translat-
ed by an interpreter.

The President’s News Conference With Prime Minister Donald Tusk of
Poland in Warsaw
May 28, 2011

Prime Minister Tusk. Mr. President, ladies
and gentlemen, before the visit of President
Barack Obama, I learned that Ralph Waldo
Emerson was your favorite American thinker.
And certainly at the time I tried to search for
some association, some quotations, some con-
nections. And out of all these ideas, the one
that talks about enthusiasm—that nothing
great was ever achieved without enthusi-
asm—it seems to be especially fit for our way
of understanding the world.

When I was thinking about our understand-
ing of the world, I’m thinking about both of us
as people, but first of all, about our nations and
about our states. I want to tell you that Poland
today is the place where we have lots of enthu-
siasm. We have gone through the previous
years, the difficult, critical years, also in the
global dimension, with a faith in our own pow-
er, our strength. And it’s faith and enthusiasm
that allow us to overcome the difficulties. It is
also the effect of our cooperation.

You Americans have invested in Poland. But
you have invested also in the whole region and
with lots of your enthusiasm. Some money too;
some other types of assistance habitually
works. But just as enthusiasm was needed to
create the great Solidarity movement in Po-
land, it was also needed when, except for en-
thusiasm and freedom, we had nothing else in
1989. But people with the enthusiasm and
freedom are enough when you have friends.
You have invested in the region, and it works.

We talked, amongst others, about Enter-
prise Fund that brought so good results in Po-
land. But that investment was actually the in-
vestment in freedom and the related prosperi-
ty for 100 million people, because today we are
speaking about Eastern Partnership, we are
speaking about our cooperation that could help
those nations and those people in the region
that are waiting for their chance, their oppor-
tunity, and their freedom.
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Mr. President, I want to say what we say in
Poland quite often: It works. When friends are
ready to help, when people have enthusiasm,
and when there is freedom, then it really
works.

And the fact that Poland today can speak
with so much pride about ourselves on the eve
of the Presidency in the European Union, that
we were also able to show to Europe how to
manage, how to operate also under the condi-
tions of the financial crisis, it was possible,
amongst others, thanks to the fact that we to-
gether have invested in our future with so
much of American and Polish enthusiasm.

I want to tell you—and this is what we de-
clared during our conversation—that our expe-
rience, the certainty that it worked, can be
translated, and we can translate this. And we
do this when we think about those nations
whose leaders you met yesterday, but also
those who are waiting for freedom and democ-
racy for even longer. I am speaking here about
the region of North Africa and some of the
countries of the Middle East.

So I’m really very happy that together we
were able to accept this ambitious project so
that the experience resulting from Enterprise
Fund and other experiences that Poles and
Americans could implement together give to
those who are waiting for such assistance.

I also would like to thank you very much for
understanding and your kind approach to the
idea of another stage of this cooperation, which
is an innovation fund. And this is the idea
which came into being during our conversa-
tion. Both of us think that there will be the fol-
low-up of this innovation fund, which here in
Poland will also give the results in the form of
the modernity, new technologies, and human
intellectual capital.

We have been already operating in this area.
We have been spending dozens of millions zlo-
tys for education of the most skillful managers
at American universities, people of technical
skills, engineers. And I think that it will also
bring results for the future.

We have reconfirmed our solidarity also in
the context of our joint operations in the most
difficult places of the world. We spoke about

Afghanistan. For Polish security, it is important
that the memorandum on the presence of the
American air detachment in Poland systemati-
cally, gradually is becoming a fact of life, and I
would like to thank you very much for your
readiness to finalize the project.

And shale gas, well, for obvious reason, it
was an—a subject of important talks—and nu-
clear power. We agreed with President Obama
that these undertakings, it’s really an excellent
area for Polish-American cooperation. And I
am sure that it will bring good results. To the
Polish people, American people, it will be both
joint business and joint common energy securi-
ty. And it will also be of use to a united Eu-
rope, this cooperation that will also give to Eu-
rope more stability in terms of energy.

I would like to thank you once again, Mr.
President, and, well, your visit has another
help because your enthusiasm and your ability
in the future is proverbial in the world, and we
feel in Poland that you are one of us, thanks to
the fact that we believe very strongly in our
own strength and our future.

Thank you.
President Obama. Thank you very much,

Mr. Prime Minister. Once again, I just want to
thank you and the people of Poland for the ex-
traordinary welcome that I’ve received since I
arrived. And I have to tell you that my wife Mi-
chelle and the girls very much want to come
back, because I’ve told them on the phone
what a extraordinary country this is.

And you’re right, in some ways I am part of
Poland because I come from Chicago, and if
you live in Chicago and you haven’t become a
little bit Polish, then something’s wrong with
you.

You know, Poland is one of our strongest
and closest allies in the world and is a leader in
Europe. And I believe that Poland’s story dem-
onstrates how a proud and determined and en-
thusiastic people can overcome extraordinary
challenges and build a democracy that repre-
sents the great strength and character of this
nation, while now serving as an example for
Europe and the world.

During our conversations, we reaffirmed the
strength of our alliance. Our alliance is rooted
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in shared history, shared values, deep ties
among our people. Our alliance is cemented
through NATO and the ironclad commitment
that article 5 of NATO represents.

Of course, our alliance is also rooted in
shared interests, and we, during our lunch, re-
viewed a wide range of issues. I wanted to con-
gratulate Poland on behalf of the United States
for reaching the incredible milestone of assum-
ing the Presidency of the European Union.
This is Poland’s first opportunity to take on this
leadership role since joining the EU, and it
speaks to the incredible progress that Poland
has made both politically and economically
during this period of time. And we look for-
ward to working closely with Poland as it as-
sumes these new responsibilities.

Along those lines, we are interested and ex-
cited about Poland’s plans for the Eastern Part-
nership as a priority of its EU Presidency. And I
understand that it will host a summit this fall to
raise awareness and support for Eastern Eu-
rope and the South Caucasus. And the dinner
that I had yesterday was an indication of Po-
land’s leadership in helping to shape a vision for
the region that continues down a path that of-
fers more opportunity and more prosperity to
people. And obviously, one of the important
roles that Poland can play is not just as a pro-
moter of ideas, but as a living example of what is
possible when countries take reform seriously.

We’re also aiming to expand our bilateral
economic relationship with Poland, as the
Prime Minister mentioned. Poland’s economy
was the only economy in the EU not to fall into
recession during the economic crisis and has
enormous potential for economic growth. So
far, we’ll—as a consequence, this fall we will
hold a high-level U.S.-Poland business round-
table, which brings together private and public
sector leaders to identify and promote new op-
portunities to boost economic growth. And the
idea that was raised by the Prime Minister
about a potential innovation fund that is a part
of this fall summit I think is an excellent idea,
and so we’re going to pursue that actively.

We also discussed the potential for us to co-
operate on a wide range of clean energy initia-
tives, including how we can, in an environmen-

tally sound way, develop natural gas in both the
United States and Poland and how we can co-
operate on the technology and science around
that.

The United States is also fully committed to
supporting safe nuclear power generation in
Poland, and we’re prepared to offer our exper-
tise of the largest and safest nuclear power in-
dustry in the world.

And finally, we discussed the issue of how
jointly we can promote democracy. The session
that I had this morning with democracy pro-
motion experts, including many of the found-
ers of Solidarity, who recently traveled to Tuni-
sia to share their advice and assistance, is just a
symbol of why Poland is so important. It has
gone through what many countries want to
now go through and has done so successfully.
And so the United States wants to work with
Poland, and we welcome their leadership in
reaching out to North Africa and the Middle
East.

At the same time, as Prime Minister Tusk
mentioned, here in this neighborhood, we still
have challenges. We discussed in particular the
unacceptable situation in Belarus. President
Lukashenko has shown a total disregard for
democratic values, the rule of law, and the hu-
man rights of his own people. And his brutal
crackdown included the conviction and sen-
tencing of Presidential candidates who chal-
lenged him in the Presidential election and the
repression and imprisonment of members of
the free press, including one of the Polish
press.

So since this crackdown has begun, Poland
and the United States have coordinated closely
on Belarus, both bilaterally and through the
EU. We appreciate Poland’s leadership on this
issue, including the strong support of Belaru-
sian civil society and the generosity to its peo-
ple. We are looking forward to strong coopera-
tion on this front.

Last point I guess I will make, we discussed
our respective relationships with Russia. And I
am a strong believer that the reset between the
United States and Russia has benefited this re-
gion, as well as the United States and Russia,
because it’s reduced tensions and has, I think,
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facilitated genuine dialogue about how each
country can move forward.

We very much appreciate Poland’s pragmat-
ic approach to their relationship with Russia. I
applaud the Prime Minister for his determina-
tion to continue these efforts, even if it is not
always the most politically popular thing to do.

We both believe that we cannot compromise
on our most cherished principles and ideals,
but we should also seek to cooperate where we
can, for example, in areas like counterterror-
ism, counternarcotics, the spread of nuclear
weapons and materials, and the support of our
joint operations in Afghanistan.

So this has been an excellent visit. It’s fitting
that I conclude my trip here in Poland. At each
stop, I’ve affirmed the fact that America’s
transatlantic alliance is the cornerstone of our
engagement in the world. It’s indispensable to
the peace and prosperity of the world. It helps
to uphold the principles of rule of law and indi-
vidual liberty around the world. And I think
that Poland is a leader on all these issues.

So congratulations, Mr. Prime Minister, for
your outstanding leadership. And to the Polish
people, thank you so much for your incredible
hospitality.

Thank you. Thank you, sir.
Moderator. Thank you very much. And now

I would like to ask—[inaudible]—from the
Polish Press Agency.

Visa Waiver Program/Energy/Belarus

Q. Good afternoon. We know that the
American administration plans to liberalize the
visa system for the Polish people. What are the
ideas? When can they come into force? In oth-
er words, when people of Poland will be able
to do shopping at Fifth Avenue in London—in
New York, certainly? 

And the second question is, how do you see
the cooperation in the area of energy security
between Poland and America, and between
America and the European Union? And my
third, last question is, did you talk about politi-
cal repressions in Belarus, amongst others, the
arrest of a journalist of Gazeta Wyborcza, our
daily, Andrzej Poczobut?

President Obama. Well, I’m going to try to
remember all those questions. [Laughter]

With respect to the visa issue, this is a topic
that was brought up by your President when he
visited the White House. And I promised at
that time that we would begin to try to find a
solution.

The problem has to do with the existing law
that had a very specific criteria for who gets the
waiver visa system, and that criteria was based
on the rejection rate of visas. Poland didn’t
qualify under that law, and I can’t—I could not
simply waive the law. But what I’ve now done
is put my support behind legislation in Con-
gress that would change the criteria so that
we’re looking at the overstay rate of visas, and
our expectation is, is that by this change in the
law, we can be in a position to resolve this issue
in a way that is satisfactory to Poland, but also
meets the security concerns of the United
States.

We very much want you to shop on Fifth
Avenue and anywhere else in the United
States. [Laughter]

With respect to—see, I’ve already forgotten
the other questions. [Laughter] There was Be-
larus, energy——

Q. [Inaudible]
President Obama. As I mentioned earlier,

we had an extensive discussion about both
shale gas and nuclear power. I think Prime
Minister Tusk and I both believe that it is im-
portant for us to diversify our energy sources.
The United States doesn’t want to be energy
independent on anybody, and Poland doesn’t
want to be energy dependent on anybody. And
what that means is, is that there have to be a
broad set of energy approaches.

Shale gas is an important opportunity; it has
to be developed in a environmentally secure
and sensitive way. We believe that there is the
capacity technologically to extract that gas in a
way that is entirely safe, and what we want to
do is to be able to share our expertise and tech-
nology with Poland in a fully transparent and
accountable way, because we think that con-
sumers, environmentalists, everybody should
be able to look at the data and say this is some-
thing that can actually work.
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With respect to nuclear power, similarly, we
have to do it in a way that is safe and secure.
Obviously, all of us are mindful of what hap-
pened in Japan. And we have a great track re-
cord and enormous expertise in the United
States of developing nuclear power in a way
that is safe and secure. And we are happy to
consult with the Polish Government and have
our companies consult with the Polish Govern-
ment in terms of how to approach that.

That does not eliminate the need for us in
both countries and all around the world to con-
tinue to develop other clean energy sources
like solar, like wind, biomass. And we are put-
ting a lot of basic research dollars into this
clean energy space because we think it’s going
to be important not only for our individual
countries, but for dealing with greenhouse gas-
es and climate change.

And the final point, with respect to Belarus,
we had, as I indicated, a very extensive conver-
sation. I am familiar with the case of the jour-
nalist that you just mentioned, and we agreed
that we have to apply as much pressure as we
can on Belarus to change its practices. And
that’s going to require close coordination be-
tween the United States and Poland, but also
between the United States and all of Europe.
And I think Poland is uniquely situated during
its Presidency to be able to show extraordinary
leadership on this issue.

Prime Minister Tusk. One sentence only for
me to refer to the three issues raised by you. As
far as the last one is concerned, I stated with
satisfaction that our views are 100 percent
aligned. There is no future for such dictator-
ships as the one which is represented today by
Lukashenko in Belarus.

Both the United States and Poland will be
ambitiously setting forth a trail or just the road
for conduct for the international community so
that the Belarusian people did not have to pay
too high a price and for too long a period. I also
informed President Obama and—about our in-
terpretation of the events in the Belarusian
economy.

Talking about the victims of the regime, in-
cluding our journalists—whether your journal-
ists or our journalists and your colleague, Mr.

Poczobut—already President Komorowski and
myself too both informed President Obama
about this particularly Polish problem. 

Talking about visa waiver and Fifth Avenue,
what is and what should be important in Po-
land is that more and more Polish people make
enough money to be able to afford shopping on
Fifth Avenue. And that means that it is in the
interest of the United States to make sure that
as many Polish people as possible could get not
just the shops on Fifth Avenue, but all over the
United States in the easiest possible way. Be-
cause this is the business for both parties.

I want to already say, Mr. President, that
there are many other places in the world where
you can buy things and where you can spend
your money, so I’m really very glad that there
are very clear signs and your personal engage-
ment, Mr. President, in this, and this will most
probably also let American people to make more
money on Polish tourists and Polish buyers.

Talking about energy security, this is a
breakthrough moment. And I’m not talking
about our conversation here, but it is simply
that reconfirmation of the fact that we are ap-
proaching, or that we are participants of the
energetic breakthrough. It’s not really joking
anymore or kidding. We are speaking about
technological cooperation. We are talking
about joint investments. And we are talking
about political cooperation of the two nations,
out of which one is an absolute leader in the ar-
ea of technology, and the other one, Poland,
turned out to be one of the leaders in terms of
deposits, resources.

That is why it was with a great satisfaction
that I received the words of the United States
that in the United States, well, people think
very seriously about cooperation. We want to
combine our ideas about innovative coopera-
tion and technological cooperation with the
sectors that will be cooperating in real terms
with each other. It’s mainly about power sector.

And we also want to reconfirm the full will
of the Polish party to be fully open in the area
of nuclear power. American people will be a
very valuable partner to us as a country, which
is really experienced and with good will.
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White House Press Secretary James F. “Jay”
Carney. For the American press corps, Scott
Horsley of National Public Radio.

Role of North Atlantic Treaty Organization in
Poland’s Security/Missile Defense System

Q. Thank you. Mr. Prime Minister, can you
tell me if Poland today feels reassured about
the U.S. commitment to Poland’s security and
if, coming into this meeting, you felt that reas-
surance was required?

And, Mr. President, you’ve talked a lot this
week about inspiration: inspiration in Northern
Ireland for the Middle East peace process, in-
spiration in Eastern Europe for the Arab
Spring. I wonder if you take home with you al-
so some cautionary lessons about the challeng-
es in the experience here and in Northern Ire-
land and what you can do as President to main-
tain that Emersonian enthusiasm at a time of
fiscal austerity in the U.S. and Europe?

Prime Minister Tusk. Well, these were my
first words during the meeting with President
Obama. I spoke about the security of Poland.
The security of Poland has different dimen-
sions. People every day feel safer and more se-
cure if they do not have to pay too high prices.
This dimension of security will be achieved by
us when we have energy independence and
when both of us act effectively for stability and
peace in different regions of the world.

Risk, danger, high living costs—they are
born where conflicts are born, while specula-
tion feeds on unrest and war. And that’s why
this dimension of security of both Poland and
the United States requires our cooperation so
that we could stabilize the situation in the
world, especially in the regions which are really
very much suffering from the conflicts.

Talking about the direct security of Poland,
I have to tell you that it is a very important sign
for us to reach an agreement which will be fi-
nalized by the signing of the memorandum of
understanding, the memorandum that in the
future will mean the presence of American
troops on the Polish soil. The order of magni-
tude is not really large, but the gesture is very
significant.

Secondly, we spoke about the future of the
installation, the so-called missile defense. The
product of President Obama informed also
public opinion in—well, in Poland long time
ago. And I want to stress very strongly that the
words that I heard from him today give us this
sense that together we work also for the
sake—for the purpose of Polish security. These
words, that NATO is to defend NATO, these
words are very much binding, binding for all
the members of NATO. And I also wanted to
thank for these words.

Definitely after this meeting, with our—with
absolutely pure conscience, I can tell you that
our cooperation with the United States, both
bilaterally and within NATO, leads to the fact
that every year, Poland becomes a country
which is more and more secure. And our politi-
cal cooperation, as was mentioned by President
Obama, leads to the point when, perhaps, nev-
er in the future we will have to use arms in this
part of Europe.

Both of us focused very much on political
methods of conflict resolution and solving
threats, and I believe that this is the best way
to guarantee security to Poland. But you know,
you have to be cautious, and you have to be en-
sured. That is why we always speak also about
the military aspects of security.

President Obama. Just a point about securi-
ty. As I said, Poland is one of our closest and
strongest allies. That’s been demonstrated time
and again. Really what we did here today was
simply to reconfirm what Prime Minister Tusk
and I have discussed before, which is that
NATO is the strongest alliance in history, pri-
marily because it has a very simple principle,
and that is, we defend each other. That’s what
article 5 is all about.

And when I came into office, I indicated to
all the NATO members that there’s no such
thing as a new NATO member or an old
NATO member, there are just NATO mem-
bers. And everybody is the same, and every-
body has the same rights and the same respon-
sibilities. And as a consequence, one of the
things that I initiated was making sure that we
have actual contingency plans for each country,
including those in Eastern Europe and Central
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Europe that obviously are coming out of a fair-
ly recent and difficult history of security issues.

Now, as Prime Minister mentioned, that
evolution of our security relationship continues
to evolve. The aviation detachment that is be-
ing finalized will be significant, and we’re
proud that we’ve gotten that completed. Our
missile defense plans that we have laid out that
involve Poland will allow us to deal with shared
threats. And what we want to do is to create an
environment in this region in which peace and
security are a given. That’s not just good for this
region, it is good for the United States of Amer-
ica. And we will always be there for Poland.

Now, I wasn’t sure, because it was such a
clever question, what exactly cautionary notes
you wanted me to address. Were you referring
to cautionary notes about what’s happening
around the world? Were you talking about cau-
tionary notes and any reflections I have about
what’s taking place back home? So I want to
make sure I answer your question.

U.S. Foreign Policy/U.S. Role in Promoting De-
mocracy and Development

Q. The endpoint in Northern Ireland—I
said the endpoint in Northern Ireland and
Eastern Europe is a happy endpoint, but in
terms of the process, the length of time, the
obstacles, the challenges, the patience that was
required, if there’s something you learned on
this trip that you take home that maybe gives
you some thoughts about how you will ap-
proach that as President and maintain the in-
terest in a country where our attention spans
are short and our resources are limited.

President Obama. I think it’s an excellent
question, and this has been something that I’ve
been reflecting on throughout this trip.

Keep in mind what the purpose of this trip
was from my perspective. In addition to
reestablishing a wonderful conversation with
strong friends and allies, I wanted to make sure
that everybody in our country, but everybody
around the world, understands that the trans-
atlantic alliance remains a cornerstone, a foun-
dation stone for American security.

We share ideals, we share values, and we
have taken on consistently leadership on some

of the toughest challenges that face the world.
And part of that leadership has always been the
promotion of freedom and democracy in dif-
ferent regions.

I was struck by something that the president
of the Senate—or the head of the Senate here
in Poland mentioned during our democracy fo-
rum, that he had lived through three waves of
revolutionary transformation in his lifetime. He
saw the shift from military rule to democracy in
Latin America. He saw those changes then take
place with incredible speed when the Berlin
Wall came down and the Iron Curtain was
pulled asunder. And now he’s seeing what’s
happening in North Africa and the Middle
East.

And in each of these cases, what you have is
a process that’s not always smooth. There are
going to be twists and turns. There are going to
be occasions where you take one step forward
and two steps back; sometimes, you take two
steps forward and one step back.

What’s required, I think, is, number one,
understanding that you have to institutionalize
this transformation. It’s not enough just to
have the energy, the initial thrust of those
young people in Tahrir Square or the initial en-
thusiasm of the Solidarity movement. That
then has to be institutionalized, and the habits
of countries have to change.

It’s not sufficient just to have elections. You
then also have to have a process to establish
rule of law and the respect of the rights of mi-
norities and a constant vigilance when it comes
to do with freedom of the press and freedom of
speech and freedom of religion. And you have
to then broker a whole set of potential ethnic
conflicts that may arise, and sometimes those
may flair into violence.

So part of the lesson is that you have to insti-
tutionalize change. And that is a hard process,
and it’s a long process.

Number two is that countries on the outside
cannot impose this change, but we can really
help. We can facilitate. We can make a differ-
ence. And the testimony of, I think, the people
that I’ve spoken to here in Poland—as is true
when I had conversations about the resolution
of the Northern Ireland conflict—was that
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American participation, American facilitation
of dialogue, our investment in civil society, our
willingness to do business, our openness to ul-
timate membership in international institu-
tions like NATO, all those things made a dif-
ference. It solidifies, it fortifies people’s im-
pulse that change is possible.

And so to the American people, even at a
time when we have fiscal constraints, even at a
time where I spend most of my day thinking
about our economy and how to put folks back
to work and how to make sure that we’re re-
ducing gas prices and how we stabilize the
housing market and how we innovate and
adapt and change so that we are fully competi-
tive in the 21st century and maintain our eco-
nomic leadership, I want the American people
to understand we’ve got to leave room for us to
continue our tradition of providing leadership
when it comes to freedom, democracy, human
rights.

And in the dinner last night, I thought some-
thing very interesting was said. These are Cen-
tral European leaders and Presidents from all
across the region. One of them said: “There
were those who said we could not handle de-
mocracy, that our cultures were too different.
But America had faith in us. And so now we
want to join with America and have faith in
those in the Middle East and in North Africa.
Even if some don’t think that they can handle

democracy or that their cultures are too differ-
ent, our experience tells us something differ-
ent.”

And I think that’s a good lesson for all of us
to remember. And I think that Poland can play
an extraordinary role precisely because they
have traveled so far, so rapidly, over the last 25
years.

We’re looking forward to being a strong part-
ner with them because when we work together,
that’s a force multiplier. The more we have
strong leaders like Poland working alongside
us, the more successful we can be in dealing
with North Africa and the Middle East and en-
couraging the best impulses in that region. And
that’s going to be good for all of our security.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President’s news conference began
at 2:30 p.m. at the Chancellery Building. In his
remarks, the President referred to President
Aleksandr Lukashenko and opposition Presi-
dential candidates Vladimir Neklyaev, Andrei
Sannikov, Vital Rymasheuski, Nikolai Statkev-
ich, and Dmitry Uss of Belarus; and President
Bronislaw Komorowski and Speaker of the
Senate Bogdan Borusewicz of Poland. Prime
Minister Tusk, a moderator, and a reporter
spoke in Polish, and their remarks were trans-
lated by an interpreter.

Remarks Following a Tour of Tornado Damage in Joplin, Missouri
May 29, 2011

The President. Obviously, the scene speaks
for itself. When we were in Tuscaloosa a few
weeks ago, I talked about how I had not seen
devastation like that in my lifetime. You come
here to Joplin, and it is just as heartbreaking
and in some ways even more devastating.

I want to thank the outstanding work that
Governor Nixon, the mayor, all the congressio-
nal delegation, as well as the first lady have
done—and the Red Cross—in helping people
to respond. But obviously, it is going to take
years to build back. And we mourn the loss of
life. We’re going to be going to a memorial ser-
vice and try to help comfort the families and let

them know that we’re praying for them and
thinking about them.

We had a chance to meet some of the folks
who lived in this community, and just harrowing
stories, but also miraculous stories. Met an 85-
year-old gentleman who has a—still has a lawn
service, who explained how he had just gotten
his chicken potpie out, and the storm started
coming, and he went into the closet and came
out without a scratch. And so there are good
stories to tell and happy stories to tell here, but
obviously, there’s been a lot of hardship as well.

The main thing I just want to communicate
to the people of Joplin is, this is just not your
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