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Remarks on Tornado Destruction in the Midwest From London, England
May 24, 2011

Good morning, everybody. Before our day
starts here in England, I wanted to say a few
words about the devastating storms that we’ve
seen in Missouri, in Minnesota, and across the
Midwest.

Like all Americans, we have been monitor-
ing what’s been taking place very closely and
have been heartbroken by the images that
we’ve seen in Joplin, Missouri, in particular.
The devastation is comparable and may end up
exceeding some of the devastation that we saw
in Tuscaloosa, Alabama, just a few weeks ago.

So far, we know that over 100 people lost
their lives, others remain missing, and hun-
dreds more are injured. And obviously, our
thoughts and prayers are with the families who
are suffering at this moment. And all we can do
is let them know that all of America cares
deeply about them and that we are going to do
absolutely everything we can to make sure that
they recover.

These storms often strike without warning,
as we saw a little further south over the last
couple of weeks. And it’s going to be important
for us to make sure that we are sustaining our
efforts at rebuilding after the news cameras
leave. We can make sure that the families and
communities upended by these storms have ev-
erything they need to pull through. And in that
regard, Secretary of Homeland Security Janet
Napolitano as well as I have spoken with Mis-
souri Governor Jay Nixon. We’ve offered him
not only our condolences, but we’ve told him
that we will give him every ounce of resources
that the Federal Government may have that we
can bring to bear on this situation.

At my direction, FEMA Administrator Craig
Fugate and Deputy Administrator Rich Serino
have traveled to Missouri to make sure our
Federal Government is working hand in hand
with State and local officials to give them the
help that they need. And on Sunday, I myself
will travel to Missouri to talk with folks who’ve
been affected, to talk to local officials about
our response effort, and hopefully, to pray with
folks and give them whatever assurance and
comfort I can that the entire country is going
to be behind them.

Now, these storms that came this weekend
obviously compounded what has already been
an extraordinary storm season throughout the
Midwest and in the South. We understand that
there are more storms that are forecast today.
So the thing I think I want to emphasize more
than anything else: It is critical that Americans
in affected areas heed storm warnings and take
the lead of your local officials.

I know that a lot of people are wondering
how they’ll get through the coming days or
months or even years. But I want everybody in
Joplin, everybody in Missouri, everybody in
Minnesota, everybody across the Midwest, to
know that we are here for you. The American
people are by your side. We’re going to stay
there until every home is repaired, until every
neighborhood is rebuilt, until every business is
back on its feet. That’s my commitment, and
that’s the American people’s commitment.

Thanks very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:34 a.m. at
Winfield House.

Statement on Chrysler Group LLC
May 24, 2011

Chrysler’s repayment of its outstanding
loans to the U.S. Treasury and American tax-
payers marks a significant milestone for the
turnaround of Chrysler and the countless com-
munities and families who rely on the Ameri-

can auto industry. This announcement comes 6
years ahead of schedule and just 2 years after
emerging from bankruptcy, allowing Chrysler
to build on its progress and continue to grow as
the economy recovers. Supporting the Ameri-
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can auto industry required making some tough
decisions, but I was not willing to walk away
from the workers at Chrysler and the commu-
nities that rely on this iconic American compa-
ny. I said if Chrysler and all its stakeholders
were willing to take the difficult steps neces-
sary to become more competitive, America

would stand by them, and we did. While there
is more work to be done, we are starting to see
stronger sales, additional shifts at plants, and
signs of strength in the auto industry and our
economy, a true testament to the resolve and
determination of American workers across the
Nation.

Statement on the Election of Kathleen C. Hochul to the United States
House of Representatives
May 24, 2011

I want to extend my congratulations to
Congresswoman-elect Kathy Hochul for her
victory in New York’s 26th Congressional Dis-
trict. Kathy and I both believe that we need to
create jobs, grow our economy, and reduce
the deficit in order to outcompete other na-

tions and win the future. Kathy has shown
through her victory and throughout her ca-
reer that she will fight for the families and
businesses in western New York, and I look
forward to working with her when she gets to
Washington.

Memorandum on Federal Fleet Performance
May 24, 2011

Memorandum for the Heads of Executive De-
partments and Agencies

Subject: Federal Fleet Performance

The Federal Government operates the larg-
est fleet of light duty vehicles in America. We
owe a responsibility to American citizens to
lead by example and contribute to meeting our
national goals of reducing oil imports by one-
third by 2025 and putting one million ad-
vanced vehicles on the road by 2015. 

Living up to that responsibility means the
Federal fleet should operate only as many ve-
hicles as needed to work efficiently, leveraging
Federal purchasing dollars to build manufac-
turing capacity for more alternative fueled ve-
hicles, and reducing petroleum consumption
through efficiency and alternative fuels. 

In Executive Order 13514 of October 5,
2009, Federal Leadership in Environmental,
Energy, and Economic Performance, my Ad-
ministration set a goal of reducing petroleum
use in the Federal fleet. In order to provide
guidance to executive departments and agen-
cies (agencies) to help achieve my Administra-

tion’s Federal fleet performance goals, and to
ensure that agencies are in compliance with
Executive Order 13514, I hereby direct the fol-
lowing: 

Section 1. Vehicle Technologies. (a) By De-
cember 31, 2015, all new light duty vehicles
leased or purchased by agencies must be alter-
native fueled vehicles, such as hybrid or elec-
tric, compressed natural gas, or biofuel. More-
over, agency alternative fueled vehicles must,
as soon as practicable, be located in proximity
to fueling stations with available alternative fu-
els, and be operated on the alternative fuel for
which the vehicle is designed. Where practica-
ble, agencies should encourage development
of commercial infrastructure for alternative fu-
el or provide flex fuel and alternative fuel
pumps and charging stations at Federal fueling
sites. 

(b) Pursuant to motor vehicle management
regulations, set forth at 41 C.F.R. 102–34.50,
executive fleets are required to achieve maxi-
mum fuel efficiency; be limited in motor vehi-
cle body size, engine size, and optional equip-
ment to what is essential to meet agency mis-
sion; and be midsize or smaller sedans, except
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